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Maaytah murder trial on May 25 

BEIRUT (AP) — The trial of three Palestinians charged with the Jan. 
29 assassination of a Jordanian diplomat Naycb Maaytah in Beirut was 
set for May 25, the judicial council said Monday. The government- 
appointed council, which looks* into major criminal cases, identified 
the three suspects as Yousef Shaaban. 29, Bassam Atiyeta Jabr. 32, 
and Yousef Mehiob Abawani. 31. Saeed Miraa. the examining 
magistraie in the slaying of Jordanian embassy first secretary Naycb 
Imran Maaytah, 42, has accused Shaaban of pulling the trigger and 
killing Maaytah on a Beirut street. The two outer suspects in custody 
were accused of being accomplices to the murder. Thirteen other 
Palestinians were charged in absentia. Miraa has demanded the death 
penalty for the accused if convicted. The Palestinians afl were alleged 
followers of Palestinian terrorist mastermind Abu Nidal. Abu Nidal's 
group has denied involvement in Maaytah's assassination, the first 
slaying of a diplomat in Beirut since 1986. The assassination was a 
blow to Lebanon's attempt to rid itself of the image of lawlessness it 
acquired during the 1975-90 civil war. 
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AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Royal Court announced Mon- 
day night the birth of twins to 
Her Royal Highness Princess 
Sumayyah, the daughter of His 
Royal Highness Crown Prince 
H assail and Her Royal High- 
ness Princess Sarvath. and her 
husband Mr. Nasser Judeb. 
The twins, a boy and a girl, 
were named Tareq and Zein 
Ai Sharaf. His Majesty King 
Hussein sent a congratulatory 
-cable to Prince Hassan and 
-Princess Sarvath on the happy 
event. 

.Arafat and 
: Weizman meet in 
Pretoria 

PRETORIA (R) — Palestine 
leader Yasser Arafat shook 
hands with Israeli President 
-Ezer Weizman on Monday at 
talks with South Africa’s 
President-elect Nelson Mande- 
• la, witnesses said. Mr. Mande- 
. la. who has made recondite- 
* tion a keynote of his policy for 
South Africa under black 
majority rule, held talks with 
the two men in the administra- 
tive capita] Pretoria. 

Iran paper says 
Saudis harassing 
pilgrims 

NICOSIA (R) — An Iranian 
newspaper said on Monday 
that Saudi Arabian police were 
harassing Iranian pilgrims and 
interfering with their religious 
activities. The English- 
language daily Kayhan Inter- 
national, quoted by Iran’s 
IRNA news agency, said re- 
ports from the Holy City of 
Medina indicated that Saudi 
police “kept Iranian pilgrims 
under intense surveillance and 
that they are not left alone to 
do their religious duties.” Pil- 
grims complained that Saudi 
police “mistreated and in- 
sulted” them, the paper said. 

'Kidnapped 
Iranians taken to 
^Israel’ 

TEHRAN (AFP) — Four Ira- 
nians who were kidnapped in 
1982 by the disbanded Christ- 
ian Lebanese Forces (LF) mili- 
tia were taken to Israel, the 
official Iranian news agency 
IRNA said Monday. The four 
were handed over to the Israeli 
authorities by militia belonging 
to former Christian warlord 
Samir Geagea. IRNA said, 
quoting sources close to 
Lebanese Water and Power 
Minister Elie Hobeika. Iranian 
Charge d’Affaires in Lebanon 
Mohsen Mussawi, diplomat 
Ahmad Motevasselian, embas- 
sy driver Taghi Rastegar- 
Moghaddam and a photo- 
grapher from IRNA, Kazem 
Akhava, were kidnapped at an 
LF roadblock north of Beirut 
on July 4, 1982. 

WEU admits East 
Europeans as 
associates 


LUXEMBOURG. (R) — The 
Western European Union 
(WEU) defence group opened 
its doors to nine former com- 
munist stales in Eastern 
Europe on Monday, offering 
them a partnership of close 
^ , . * political and military ties. 

At&Zdii* v. Foreign and defence ministers 
3 KL from the WEU. meeting in 

\ Luxembourg, admitted six 
“is* 3 " Eastern European countries 

and three Baltic republics as 
“associate partners” in the 
group. The countries admitted 
as partners were Bulgaria, die 
“ epublic, Estonia, 
Latvia, Lithuania, 
Romania and Slova- 
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Jordan, PLO open talks on economic accord today 

Amman to seek clarifications on Agreement with Israel does not 

PLO intentions, impact of Paris deal 


contradict Amman document -PLO 


By Nermeen Murad 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordan and the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) begin talks today 
on detailing the economic 
agreement they signed on Jan. 
7. The talks are expected to be 
characterised by “requests for 
clarifications' 1 before the two 
sides draw the mechanisms for 
the implementation of the 
accord, particularly that the 
PLO signed an economic 
agreement with Israel in April 
after months of negotiations in 
Paris. 

Officials said the talks would- 
go deep into the practical im- 
plementation of the Jan. 7 
Jordan-PLO accord and that 
the Kingdom’s delegates would 
be seeking clarifications on the 
implications for Jordan of the 
Paris accord. 

Ahmad Qouriea, head of the 
economic department of the 
PLO, and five other Palesti- 
nian economists are expected 
to be in the PLO delegation to 
the talks. 

Describing the Jan. 7 agree- 


ment as a “broad framework 
agreement .“ PLO officials told 
the Jordan Times in Jerusalem 
that the two sides should now 
negotiate detailed Jordanian- 
PLO economic accord based of 
the previous broad framework. 
They said amendments may be 
needed in the accord in light of 
the new powers Palestinians 
have gained in the Paris econo- 
mic talks with Israelis (see 
other story). 

“There are answers and de- 
tails that we would like to have 
from the Palestinian nego- 
tiators,” said an official, 
adding that only then “can we, 
in Jordan, play a positive role 
to serve the Palestinian peopie 
on a scientific and acceptable 
basis that also protects Jorda- 
nian and Palestinian interests." 

This and other senior offi- 
cials said Jordan needs to clar- 
ify details of the PLO-Israel 
agreement and other economic 
arrangements that the PLO 
had struck before the Kingdom 
draws up a detailed accord 
with the PLO. 

The quest for these clarifica- 


tions carries in its folds many 
of the fears that Jordanian 
officials have been trying to 
keep hidden pending the arriv- 
al of Mr. Oouriea in Jordan. 

These fears began when the 
PLO signed the Oslo agree- 
ment with Israel without prior 
consultation with Jordan and 
have been repeatedly under- 
lined since that time as the 
PLO shied away from commit- 
ting itself to anything with Jor- 
dan before concluding its nego- 
tiations with Israel. 

Repeatedly since then. 
Jordanian officials have been 
asking the PLO to coordinate 
its steps with the Kingdom to 
avoid hurting the interests of 
Jordan but at the same time 
had tried to extend support to 
the Palestinian negotiators so 
as not to undermine their 
negotiations with Israel. 

At one time. His Majesty 
King Hussein issued an ultima- 
tum to the PLO calling on it to 
coordinate an economic agree- 
ment with Jordan by a set date 
or all coordination would be 
called off. 


In response, the Palestinians 
showed up on the set deadline 
date and reached the Jan. 7 
agreement with Jordan, setting 
out a general framework for 
economic cooperation that at 
the time was seen as “a letter 
of intent" rather than a binding 
agreement. 

When the details of the 
PLO-Israel economic agree- 
ment were first announced, 
Jordan officially welcomed the 
agreement as having achieved 
"symbols of sovereignty for the 
Palestinians.” 

Minister of Finance Sami 
Ghammoh at the rime told the 
Jordan Times that the PLO 
should be credited for making 
gains that underline its inde- 
pendence and he rejected 
charges that the PLO-Israel 
agreement contradicted the 
agreement readied with Jor- 
dan. 

However, other officials had 
expressed reservations about 
the agreement and questioned 
its ramifications on Jordan. 

(Continued on page 10) 


By Wafa Amr 
SpcdaJ to the Jordan Times 

JERUSALEM — Jordan and 
the Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation will initiate detailed 
negotiations on future econo- 
mic relations between the 
Kingdom and the Palestinian 
self-rule areas on Tuesday in 
tight of the PLO’s economic 
accord with Israel, PLO offi- 
cials said Monday. 

They said the Jan. 7 Jordan- 
PLO economic cooperation 
agreement needed to be clar- 
ified in terms Of mec hanisms 
for taking into consideration 
the new developments. 

The detailed accord, officials 
said, shook! mainly deal with 
monetary and financial issues 
as well as trade, customs and 
taxes. 

Some Jordanian officials pri- 
vately criticised the Israel-PLO 
economic accord, saying it con- 
tradicted the Jordan-PLO eco- 
nomic cooperation accord. 

PLO officials, however, said 
the economic accord with Jor- 
dan was a broad framework 
agreement, and it kept (he 
door open for amendments 


pending an accord with Zsrael 
which allow Palestinians more 
powers. 

The six-member Palestinian 
delegation to the economic 
talks with Jordan will be 
headed by director of the 
PLO’s economic department 
Ahmad Qouriea. 

“We should now negotiate 
additional detailed Jordan- 
PLO economic accords based 
on the previous broad 
framework agreement,” said 
PLO economic negotiator 
Samir Huleileh. He said 
amendments may be needed in 
the Jan. 7 accord in light of the 
new powers Palestinians have 
gamed in the Paris economic 
talks with the Israelis. 

Mr. Huleileh. who was a 
member of the PLO delegation 
to the Paris talks with Israel 
emphasised that "what we 
achieved * in the PLO-Israel 
economic accord did not con- 
tradict or ignore Jordan's eco- 
nomic interests and coopera- 
tion between Jordan and the 
future Palestinian entity in the 
West Bank and the Gaza 
Strip.” 

Palestinians consider the 


PLO-Israel economic accord a 
significant achievement. They 
smd it lays the foundation for a 
future independent Palestinian 
state in the West Bank and 
Gaza. 

Palestinian officials contend 
that whereas the political PLO- 
Israel accord signed last week 
in Cairo achieved symbols of 
statehood such as three-year 
passports, postal stamps, etc, 
the economic accord actually gave 
the Palestine Nation- 
al Authority (PNA) practical 
powers to control the economy 
up to a degree, until the 
Palestinians manage to end 
links with Israel's economy af- 
ter 27 yean of occupation. 

According to the economic 
accord, Palestinians say, Israel 
will start dealing economically 
with the Palestinians on equal 
footing. 

“The economic accord with 
Israel sets the principles for 
separation between the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip and 
Israel. It offers potential for a 
future Palestinian state.” 
Huleileh said. 

(Continued on page 10) 


Y emeni rivals trumpet claims 


Combined agency^ despatches 

RIVAL YEMENI armies 
trumpeting conflicting claims 
of victory struggled for sup- 
remacy around the strategic 
port of of Aden on Monday as 
hundreds more foreigners fled 
the disintegrating Arab state. 

Southern Yemen said a key 
northern brigade trying to im- 
pose President All Abdullah 
Saleh's authority on south- 
erners angry at his domineer- 
ing style were routed and “run- 
ning like scared cats.*' 

The north, vowing to “cut 
off the fingers” of southern 
leaders, said its thrust south- 
wards to preserve unity and 
topple defiant Vice President 
Ali Salem Al Beidh had 
readied Aden’s outskirts. 

The battles could decide 
whether the country survives 
intact four years after its two 
halves were merged by Mr. 
Saleh and Mr. Beidh. 

Foreign governments from 
Asia to Europe scrambled to 
evacuate nationals by air and 
sea from the country of 13 
million people at the southern 
tip of the Arabian Peninsula. 

Two planes arrived in Saudi 
Arabia from Sanaa in the north 
canying over 200 foreigners, 
the latest of thousands to flee. 
European aircraft shuttled all 


day between Sanaa and 
Djibouti with- hundreds of peo- 
ple fleeing Yemen, and French 
warships brought hundreds 
more from Aden to the port 
across the Red Sea. 

Abdul Aziz Abdul Ghani, a 
. member of Mr. Saleh’s pres- 
idential council and a leader of 
his political party, said in 
Sanaa that northern forces had 
reached the Aden suburb of 
Bar Saad and other units were 
advancing on all fronts rewards 
the dty. 

He also denied at a news 
conference southern reports 
that the northern Amaliqa bri- 
gade had been routed. 

Southern statements earlier 
said the Amaliqa had been 
‘totally destroyed” and that 
i irthern troops had been 
cleared from the approaches to 
Aden, where southern leaders 
were holed up in defiance of 
Mr. Saleh. 

“The Amaliqa have been 
totally destroyed ... they are 
running like scared cats,” a 
military statement said. It said 
southern forces were gaining 
the upper hand throughout the 
south. 

Iraq stepped into the con- 
flict, saying Yemeni people 
were victims of a plot by Saudi 
Arabia to thwart efforts to 
have a strong and united Ye- 
men on its southern borders. 


Yemen angered its Gulf 
Arab neighbours by expressing^ 
sympathy with Iraq during the 
1991 Gulf war. 

Fighting in the impoverished 
country erupted last week after 
months of skirmishing m a 
political struggle over the slow 
pace of integrating conserva- 
tive North Yemen and socialist 
South Yemen. 

The two united in May 1990 
to create the Arab World’s 
youngest democracy and the 
most populous country on the 
Arabian Peninsula. The union 
had been popular among 
Yemenis but Mr. Beidh and 
Mr. Saleh continued to feud, 
and their militaries never 
merged. 

Abdul Gbani gave the 
north's fust casualty assess- 
ment, saying 91 people had 
been tilled, inducting 17 civi- 
lians, and 214 had been 
wounded. He denied a report 
in the independent English- 
language Yemeni Times that 
d aimed there had been 12,000 
casualties. 

The south has said hundreds 
have been killed in the conflict. 

The north has rejected 
mediation efforts sought by the 
south and on Monday Mr. 
Abdul Ghani repeated its call 
on Mr. Beidh and other south- 
ern leaders to surrender. 

“Those people who have in- 


stigated this mutiny should 
give themselves in- order 
to stop further bloodshed they 
should do this,” said Mr. Gha- 
ni. He said they would get fair 
trials. 

The presidential council, 
formed after Yemen united, 
was made up of three north- 
erners, inducting Mr. Saleh, 
and two southerners, including 
Mr. Beidh. The southerners 
had boycotted the council since 
the dispute erupted in August. 
Mr. Saleh dismissed Mr. Beidh 
last week. 

Mr. Ghani, in a news confer- 
ence with foreign media, de- 
nied the conflict was civil war. 

“It is not between the people 
of the north and the people of 
the south. It is a question of 
people with the government 
and people who are mutinying 
against the government,” he 
sard. 

He denied reports of heavy 
southern resistance to the 
north’s advance and claimed 
the south’s defence had col- 
lapsed. 

He repeated the north’s Sun- 
day claims that some of its 
units had reached Aden’s out- 
skirts. He would not be sped* 
fic, but in its earlier communi- 
ques broadcast by radio, the 
north claimed its forces had 
moved to within 20 kilometres 
of the southern capital. 


Israelis clash with 
crowd awaiting police 


RAFAH, occupied Gaza Strip 
(Agencies) — Israeli forces 
fired rubber bullets at Palesti- 
nians as thousands waited at 
the border Monday to greet 
the first contingent of Palesti- 
nian police to enter Gaza. 

The Israelis resorted to tear- 
gas, sound grenades and rub- 
ber bullets to try to control the 
crowds who waved flags and 
pictures of Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO) 
Chairman Yasser Arafat at the 
Rafail crossing from Egypt. 

At the King Hussein Bridge 
across the River Jordan, a 
Palestinian police force await- 
ing Israeli permission to deploy 
in Jericho was delayed for a 
second day pending inspection 
of the weapons they plan to 
bring. 

“God willing, the police will 
enter tomorrow or the day 
after tomorrow,” Palestinian 
Ambassador to Jordan Tayeb 
Abdul Rahim said at the camp- 
site near the bridge where the 
police had been waiting since 
Sunday morning. 

“There have to be arrange- 
ments for the weapons first. 
After that they will enter the 
next day,” Abdul Rahim told 
Reuters. 

The 270 police who were to 
be the first contingent were 


joined early on Monday by 
another 430 Palestinian sol- 
diers who had been retrained 
in Iraq to be police in the 
newly autonomous areas. 

A truck carrying 270 assault 
rifles crossed over the river for 
Israeli inspection early in the 
day, and two more trucks car- 
rying weapons of the Iraqi- 
based force were sent to the 
border later. 

Brigadier Mohammad 
Abdul Rahim Qodsiyeh, com- 
mander of the Jordan-based 
Badr Brigade of the Palestine 
Liberation Army, accompa- 
nied the trucks. 

Khalid Mismar, a spokes- 
man for the PLO mission in 
Jordan, said the weapons will 
be "inspected and registered 
by the Israelis and later re- 
turned to the Palestinian 
forces. 

“According to ananeements 
with the Israeli side, tnc arms 
will accompany the Palestinian 
policemen to Jericho when the 
men get the clearance to 
cross.” Mr. Mismar told the 
Associated Press. 

In the Gaza incident, six 
youngsters were hit by rubber 
bullets and treated at a U.N. 
clinic for light wounds, doctors 

(Continued on page 10) 


Arafat has tough time 
finding self-rule cabinet 


TUNIS (R) — Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
leader Yasser Arafat suc- 
ceeded in getting Israel partial- 
ly withdraw from occupied 
territory but he’s having a 
tough time recruiting Palesti- 
nians (PLO) for a self-rule 
government. 

PLO officials, including 
some who negotiated the peace 
accord with Israel, are not lin- 
ing up to join the Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA). 

The 24-member body should 
have been in place to take over 
from Israeli authorities in the 
West Bank town of Jericho and 
in Gaza. 

But PLO officials say several 
nominees have flatly refused re 
join. Urged to name repre- 
sentatives to take over powers 
from Israelis in the Gaza Strip, 
Mr. Arafat has named only 
two members of the PNA. 
Zakaria Al Agha. head of 
Gaza medical association, and 
Freih Abu Medin, head of the 
bar association. 

Among senior PLO 
nominees who have rejected 
the offer are Mahmoud Abbas, 
Farouk Kaddoumi and Jamal 
Sourani. PLO sources say. 

Senior Arafat adviser and 
spokesman Yasser Abed Rab- 
bo has not made up his mind. 


Confusion over forming the 
PNA has held up implementa- 
tion of the self-rule accord 
which Mr. Arafat and Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin 
signed in Cairo last Wednesday 
after a long delay and missed 
deadlines. 

Several leading Palestinian 
exiles and some living in occu- 
pied territories are reluctant to 
join while others have asked 
for mote time to make up their 
minds. 

“Some have personal 
reasons, but most have politic- 
al reasons, mainly about the 
democratic functioning of the 
PNA," a senior PLO official 
told Reuters. 

Some PLO leaders at Mr. 
Arafat’s Tunis headquarters 
said the delay in naming a 
government had encouraged 
Israel to take its time in allow- 
ing the vanguard of a Palesti- 
nian police force to move into 
Gaza and Jericho. 

A Palestinian police force 
awaiting Israeli permission to 
deploy in Jericho was delayed 
for a second day on Monday 
pending inspection of the 
weapons they plan to bring. 

Formation of the PNA is 
unlikely to be completed be- 
fore next Wednesday, a dead- 

(Continued on page 10) 
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South African PnaUaH^ket Nefaan Mandela 
(centre) waves to the press with has two dep u t y 
presidents, Thabo MbeU (right) Federik de 


Klerk alter the ina ngnnd sitting of South Afri- 
ca's first all-race par&uneat in Cape Town (AFP 
photo) 


Mandela elected president, 
sees tough times ahead 


CAPE TOWN (Agencies)' — 
Sooth Africa’s black majority 
assumed power on Monday 
and Nelson Mandela, fresh 
from his election as president 
by the new all-race parliament, 
told the nation that the road 
ahead would not be easy. 

The 75-year-old African 
National Congress (ANC) 
leader, who spent 27 years in 
prison for his fight for demo- 
cracy, told thousands of Jubi- 
lant w ell wisher s in Cape Town 
and a national television audi- 
ence: 

“The task at hand will not be 
easy ... but you have mandated 
us to change South Africa from 
a country m which the majority 
lived with little hope, to one in 
which they can live and work 
with dignity, with a sense of 
self-esteem and confidence in 
the future." 


He was speaking outside the 
city hall in Cape Town, the 
parliamentary capital where 
white minority rale began and 
its notorious instrument, apar- 
theid, was imposed and abo- 
lished. 

Mr. Mandela will be formal- 
ly inaugurated as South Afri- 
ca’s first Mack head of state 
before a world audience in 
Pretoria, the administrative 
capital, on Tuesday. 

Addressing a huge crowd on 
Cape Town’s Grand Parade 
after the historic 91-minute 
parliamentary sitting was ad- 
journed, he promised no easy 
road ahead after over three 
centuries of division and suspi- 
cion created by white domina- 
tion. 

‘To raise our country and its 
people from the morass of rac- 
ism and apartheid require de- 


termination and effort,” he 
said dose to the spot where the 
first whites stepped ashore in 
1656, and within right of the 
Robben Island penal colony 
where he spent 20 years for his 
fight against apartheid. 

An elated Desmond Tutu, 
Anglican archbishop of Cape 
Town and a Nobel Peace Prize 
winner like Mr. Mandela and 
outgoing President F.W. de 
Klerk, announced the ANC 
leader to the cheering crowd. 

‘This is the day we have 
waited for for 300 years, the 
day of liberation for all of us. 
Mack and white together.” he 
said, before Cape Town’s 
white woman mayor, Patricia 
Kreiner, formally presented 
Mr. Mandela to the crowd. 

Mr. Mandela said his ANC- 

(Continued on page 10) 


U.S. ‘fine tuning’ almost 
over in lifting Aqaba siege 


By Ayman AI Safcdi 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The United 
States has officially informed 
Jordan of its acceptance of the 
Kingdom’s proposal to replace 
the sea-inspection of Aqaba- 
bound shipping with land- 
based verifications of cargo by 
the independent British com- 
pany Lloyds Register, in- 
formed sources said Monday. 

The sources said the U.S. 
decision was communicated to 
the Kingdom Sunday in a letter 
sent by U.S. Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher. Amer- 
ican embassy sources declined 
comment when asked about 
the letter. 

The sources said the U.S. 


decision would remove the 
obstacle to Jordan’s resump- 
tion of its active role in the 
Arab- Israeli peace process and 
is a step towards restoring 
Jordan ian-U.S. “normal and 
friendly relations.” 

The sources, which re- 
quested anonymity, said the 
siege on Aqaba would be lifted 
after completing work on what 
they described as minor tech- 
nicalities. That would be soon, 
they said. 

They said the “fine-tuning” 
which Mr. Christopher refer- 
red fo when he announced the 
acceptance of the Jordanian 
proposal in London on April 
25 was almost over. 

Mr. Christopher said at a 
joint press conference with His 


Majesty King Hussein in Lon- 
don that the U.S. had accepted 
the Jordanian proposal to have 
Lloyds Register verify Aqaba- 
bound cargo once it is un- 
loaded m die port instead of 
the sea-inspections which the 
Kingdom says had caused 
enormous losses to its eco- 
nomy. 

The American decision 
came a few days after France 
announced it was withdrawing 
from the international forces 
inspecting Aqaba-bound ship- 
ping while enforcing the sanc- 
tions against Iraq. 

Informed sources said that 
Canada had rejected an Amer- 
ican offer to replace the French 

(Continued on page 10) 
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Paris asks French 
nationals to leave 
Algeria after killings 


PARIS (Agencies) — France 
' has called on its nationals in 
Algeria to leave the country 
after a French monk and a nun 
were gunned down in an 
Algiers marketplace. 

The foreign ministry called 
the shootings an “odious 
crime” after 64-year-old 
■ Father Henri-Barthelemy 
Verges and Sister Paule- 
Helene Saint-Raymond, 67, 
became the latest victims of a 
wave of killings in the country. 

The two worked as librarians 
‘ in a student library. 

The ministry statement 
advised all French nationals 
whose presence in Algeria was 
not indispensable “to take the 
necessary measures to return 
to France” following the latest 
“act of barbarism." 

The clerics’ assassins man- . 
aged to escape after the shoot- 
ing in the strongly pro- Islamic 
Casbah part of Algiers’ old 
quarter. 

The killings came on a day 
when some 20,000 people mar- 
died through the streets of 
Algiers to call for national re- 
conciliation. 

Members of the banned Isla- 
mic Salvation Front FIS re- 
fused to join in the march, as 
the radical Armed Islamic 
Group (GIA) threatened to 
kill any Islamists who opened a 
dialogue with the Algerian au- 
thorities. 

Sunday's killing* brought to 
34 the number of foreigners 
assassinated in Algeria since 
Islamic militants last year 
warned non-Algerians to leave 
the country or face death. Ten 
of those killed were from for- 
mer colonial power France. 

The latest victims were the 
first derics to die in the unrest, 
which began with the cancella- 
tion by the army of elections in 
January 1992 which the FIS 
appeared poised to win. 

Offiicals meanwhile re- 
vealed IS militants had been 
killed by security forces be- 
tween Monday and Saturday in 
various regions of Algeria, 
eight of than in Algiers itself. 
Weapons were also recovered. 

The wave of killings has 
prompted an exodus of French 
nationals but many^ longstand- 
ing residents have remained in 
Algeria, which gained inde- 
pendence from France in 1962. 
A foreign ministry spokesman 
was unable to say how many 
French citizens were still there. 

The ministry said France’s 
ambassador to Algiers was in 
contact with the Algerian au- 
thorities to express France’s 
“serious concern” and to 
assess the situation. 

A group suspected of being a 

front for support ers of Alger- 
ia’s outlawed Islamic Salvation 
Front (FIS) denounced the 
killing of the two French reli- 
gions workers. 

The Algerian Fraternity in 
France (FAF) said in a state- 


ment that it “condemned the 
double killing of two religious 
workers... which is no doubt 
the work of enemies of Alger- 
ia.” 

The FAFs president, Djafar 
A1 Houari, was detained last 
’ November in a police roundup 
of 75 suspected militants and 
placed under house arrest in 
southwest France. 

Police said the FAF was a 
front for supporters of the FIS. 

Thousands of demonstra- 
tors, many of them veiled 
women and Muslim moder- 
ates, marched Sunday for 
peace talks and an end to a 
bloody insurgency by Islamic 
fundamentalists. 

“Dialogue and an end to the 
flow of blood.” read one ban- 
ner in the procession in Algiers 
of about 12,000 people, twice 
that according to organisers. 

An open letter to President 
Liamine Zeroual, read to the 
crowd, called for dialogue with 
all parties. 

The march for national re- 
conciliation. heavily guarded 
by police, was among several 
in cities across Algeria that 
were organised by four parties 
and 30 associations of moder- 
ate Muslims. 

In Algiers about 500 women 
in veils joined with women in 
Western dress, ululating and 
waving roses along the three- 
kilometre route from May 1 
Square to the Martyrs' Square. 

The protest, however, was 
far smaller than the 100,000 
predicted by organisers, who 
included the long-ruling 
National Liberation Front. 

An estimated 4,000 people 
have been killed in the in- 
surgency since the military- 
backed government cancelled 
January 1992 runoff elections 
the FIS was expected to win. * 
Votes had favoured the front 
as a way to unseat the National 
liberation Front, accused of 
corruption and mismanage- 
ment since Algeria’s independ- 
ence from France in 1962. 

The government has refused 
to talk with leaders who do not 
renounce violence but has 
been speaking with moderate 
members of the FIS. 

Prime Minister Mokdad Srfi 
reiterated that position Satur- 
day night and said he saw a 
return “as soon as possible” to 
the electoral process. 

“Elections are the result of 
political dialogue,” which he 
said “is open to all parties that 
respect the constitution.” 

No incidents were reported 
- during Sunday's march in 
Algiers, but extremists had 
already cast a shadow on it. 

On Tuesday an organiser 
was shot and killed by uniden- 
. rifled gunmen. Abdul Kader 
Kessal was a leading member 
.of an association for children 
of veterans from Algeria’s 
1954-62 war for independence 
from Fiance. 


Israel letting PLO make Jerusalem capital — Olmert 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Rightist mayor 
Ehnd Olmert marked 27 years 
of Israeli occupation over the 
holy city's Arab half on Mon- 
day by saying Israel is letting 
the Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) tom East Jeru- 
salem into the capital of a 
future Palestinian state. 

In an interview on the 
anniversary of East Jeru- 
salem’s seizure according to 
the Jewish calendar, Mr. 
Olmert told Davar daily: 

“The government is in fact 
reconciling itself to a reality in . 
which (East) Jerusalem has 
turned into a kind of capital 
city for a Palestinian entity that 
is forming itself into a state.” 
Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin, in remarks broad- 
cast by Israel Radio on Mon- 
day, said he would not “di- 
'vide” Jerusalem: 

“I would see Jerusalem un- 
ited under Israeli sovereignty 
as Israel's capital for as long as 
man can foresee.” 

The future of Jerusalem, and 
a furiously-paced Jewish settle- 
ment programme ringing the 
city, are among the most vola- 
tile issues underlying Israeh- 
PLO peace talks. 

_ The sides agreed to post- 


pone discussions on the city, all 
of which Israel claims as its 
“eternal capital” to enable 
agreement on other, less sensi- 
tive issues. 

Mr. Olmert, who trounced 
dovish Teddy KoDek in elec- 
tions last year, opposes any 
“concessions” to Palestinians, 
who make up about 150,000 of 
the city’s 530,000 residents. 

“The PLO is turning East 
Jerusalem into a capital city 
that supplies central services 
and in winch central institu- 
tions are operating,” be said. 

“I don’t know why the gov- 
ernment let's this go on.” 

East Jerusalem, the econo- 
mic, cultural, and religious hub 
of die occupied territories, is 
the base of major Palestinian 
political and social welfare in- 
stitutions. 

Though Mr. Rabin opposes 
Palestinian statehood, some 
ministers in his centre-left gov- 
ernment back the idea as in- 
* evitable. 

Mr. Olmert said the govern- 
ment, which signed an agree- 
ment last week in Cairo im- 
plementing Palestinian self- 
rule in the Gaza Strip and West 
Bank town of Jericho, was 
afraid to block PLO moves 
towards sovereignty. 


“The government is afraid to 
prevent these steps, fearing it 
will cast a shadow over the 
agreement with Arafat,” Mr. 
Olmert said. 

Washington, which helped* 
push Israel and the PLO to 
clinch their peace deal, pro- 
tested to Israel in December 
over feverish Jewish home 
building in East Jerusalem. 

Mr. Olmert at the time said 
Israel's chief ally should mind 
its own business. 

In March 1993, reacting to a 
spate of guerrilla attacks, 
Israel sealed off the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip, effectively cut- 
ting off East Jerusalem from 
the occupied territories. 

The closure relaxed some- 
what over the last year but on 
April 7 Israel tightened it after 
a suicide bomber killed eight 
Israelis in Afula town. 

The closures, and self-rule in 
Gaza and Jericbo, have shar- 
pened Palestinian demands for 
a change in the city’s status. 

Leading Palestinians in the 
territories even said PLO 
Chairman Yasser Arafat 
should not sign the Cairo 
agreement until Israel stopped 
building in occupied territor- 


ies, including East Jerusalem. 

Police were on high alert to 
prevent any attacks as 
thousands thronged to the holy 
dty on Monday celebrate 27 
years of Israel's occupation of 
the city. 

Over 2,000 police and para- 
m&itazy border police took up 
posts throughout Jerusalem, 
including the old walled Gty, 
to protect tiie crowds visiting 
the predominantly Arab east- 
era half, a police spokes- 
woman said. 

At the western wall, Jewish 
seminary students danced 
“bora” circle dances and 
waved Israeli flags. Some slept 
on tiie ground, cradling assault 
rifles in their arms after a night 
of dancing and prayer. 

Thousands of Jewish settlers 
were scheduled to march along 
the city’s main Jaffa road to the 
western wall late Monday for a 
fireworks celebration . 

Arab merchants kept their 
shops shut as Palestinians held 
a general strike to mark the 
monthly anniversary of the 
start of their revolt a gainst 
Israeli rule in the occupied 
territories. It began Dec. 9, 
1987. 


Saleh may win battle, but not the war 


By Yousef Azmeh 

Renter 

DUBAI — President Ati 
Abdullah Saleh’s more 
numerous northern Yemeni 
forces may gain the 
hand in his battle to 
southerners who challenged 
his rule, experts and diplo- 
mats say. 

“But this is a far cry from 
winning fee war,” a Western 
diplomat said. 

The diplomats said Mr. 
Saleh’s all-out bid to oust the 
Yemen Socialist Party (YSP) 
that ruled South Yemen 
Soviet-style until it merged 
with the north four years ago 
came as no surprise after 
months of bickering and 
military skirmishes. 

“He comes from a long line 
of military leaders who find it 
intolerable to share power 
with anyone, let alone a party 
they detest at heart,” one 
diplomat said of the former 
army ookmel’s experiment of 
power-sharing with tiie YSP 
after ruling the north angle- 
banded for 13 years. 

Diplomats said foreign 
governments had warned Mr. 
Saleh he would have a tough 
fight on bis hands if he tried 
to use force against the YSP, 
but the Yemeni leader would 
not heed their warning. 

This view was reinforced 
U.S. Assistant Secretary 
State Robert PeUetreau on 
Sunday. 

“There is not a military 
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solution to the Yemen prob- 
lem. It may be that after 
another brief period, when 
the leaders, particularly tiie 
northern leaders, realise 
there’s not an easy victory, 
they will hear the words of 
the... world," he said. 

Mr. Saleh and the southern 
leader, Ali Salem A1 Beidh, 
merged North and South Ye- 
men in May 1990 in what 
many Yemenis hailed as a 
model of selfless idealism by 

enemies-tomed-friends . 

After years of tension be- 
tween the two neighbours, 
including a border war in the 
1970s sad involvement by 
both sides in assassinations of 
each other’s leaders, they 
agreed to share power 50-50 


in a unified republic. 

. “It was a marriage of con- 
venience,” one diplomat 
said. 

“The south wanted to end 
its isolation as its dose ally 
the Soviet Union started to 
di sintegr ate. .. 

“Saleh became president 
pf all Yemen, the north bad 
access to the skills of south- 
ern technocrats, and the two 
could jointly export poten- 
tially rich oil reserves,” he 
added. 

Mr. Saleh was admired for 
tactical skills as be smoothed 
over early problems . of bring- 
. mg together a deepty-con- 
servative tribal north and re- 
latively urbanised and disci- 
plined south. 

Mr. Beidh did not appear 
too unhappy as deputy to Mr. 
Saleh as long as he and his 
former Marxist party were 
left in effective control of tiie 
south, very much the junior 
partner accounting for 2.4 
million of Yemen’s 12.6 mil- 
lion people. 

NEWS ANALYSIS 

But the economy, despite 
promises of a bonanza from 
recently discovered oilfields, 
failed to pick np and then 
plunged into deep recession 
daring the Gulf aims. 

Yemen was ostracised by 
its Gulf allies for sympathis- 
ing with Iraq after its 1990 
invasion of Kuwait. 


Thousands of Yemenis were 
expelled from neighbouring 
countries, imposing extra 
burdens on tiie new state and 
depriving it of a precious 
source of foreign currency 
when remi tt an ces from ex- 
patriates dried np. 

Some diplomats say north- 
south bickering had a lot to 
do with economic grievances 
and the feeling among south- 
erners that scarce resources 
were being wasted and the 
south, including the distres- 
sed port of Aden, was not 
getting its fair share. 

Tensions came to a (.head a 
year ago after the first multi- 
party elections in any part of 
Yemen. 

The YSP won virtually all 
die seats in the south and one 
or two in the north but was 
angered when Mr. Saleh in- 
sisted on bringing into the 
:nt the Islamist blah 


The Islah bitterly opposed 
tiie YSP, which it considered 
as godless communists. Its 
entty into tiie government 
effectively put an end to the 
three-year Saleb-Beidh hon- 
eymoon. 

“Everything went downhill 
from then on,” one diplomat 
said. 

“The YSP were convinced 
that Saleh was trying to force 
them out, using the numeric- 
al superiority of tiie north as 
the ‘democratic’ cover... it 
was a struggle for survival,” 
be added. 


Pales tinian officer returns to bring law and order to his people 


By Donna Aba Nasr 

The Associated Press 

GAZA CITY. Occupied Gaza 
Strip — Major General Ibra- 
him Awad left Gaza a humili- 
ated officer, trudging for eight 
days through the scorching 
sands of the Sinai desert to 
Egypt after Israel seized the 
strip in the 1967 Middle East 
war. 

He returned Thursday, part, 
of a 20-man vanguard of the 
Palestinian police force that is 
to bring law and order to the 
unruly streets of the Gaza 
Strip. Hundreds of police still 
iu Egypt. Jordan and Iraq will 
take up their posts soon. 

Gen. Awad said his first 
encounter with Israeli officers 
who came to greet the Palesti- 


nians was not easy. 

“When I first put my hand in 
the hand of the Israeli officer, I 
felt my blood boil,” said Gen. 
Awad, 47. “Conflicting emo- 
tions were raging within me. 
But my mind finally won over 
my heart and the ice has 
started to melt.” 

Gen. Awad’s group is in 
Gaza to prepare for the de- 
ployment of 9,000 Palestinian 
policemen m the strip and tbe 
West Bank town of Jericho 
under the Israel-Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
autonomy agreement. 

Theirs is a daunting task. 
They face the challenge of 
bringing order to people used 
to rebelling against men in 
uniform. They also have to 
make sure that Israel is not 


attacked from inside their 
territory. 

Gen. Awad brings with him 
years of experience as a fighter 
and as a self-styled politician. 

In 1967, he fired anti-tank 
rounds at Israeli troops. He 
later participated in anti-Israeli 
guerrilla raids from Sonth 
Lebanon and fired artillery 
guns at Israeli soldiers when 
they surrounded Palestinian 
refugee camps during tbe 1982 
invasion of Lebanon. 

Gen. Awad became a mem- 
ber of a liaison committee in 
Beirut, negotiating with his 
enemies to put an end to the 
fighting. 

‘Tin used to this kind of 
work,” said Gen. Awad, now a 
member of the liaison commit- 


tee coordinating the handover 
of power with the Israelis. 

Gen. Awad will command a 
police contingent in the central 
Khan Younis area where he 
first began fighting against 
Israel in 1966 as a lieutenant in 
the Palestine Liberation Army. 

Like Gen. Awad, the bulk of 
tiie poficemen who will deploy 
in the autonomous areas will 
come from abroad. Only 2,000 
have been recruited from Gaza 
and the West Bank. 

Gen. Awad was bom in the 
village of Hamameh, south of 
the Israeli town of Ashdod and 
only about 30 kilometres north 
of Gaza Gty. His family left 
Hamameh during the 1V4« 
Middle East war. 

Since Gen. Awad was only 


two at tbe time, he was placed 
on the family cow for tiie trek 
to Gaza Gty. There, they set- 
tied in a refugee camp during 
one of the most severe winters 
in the region. 

“My earliest memory is that 
of my parents brushing snow 
from our tent,” said Gen. 
Awad, adding that “I always 
knew I wanted to become an 
officer to liberate Palestine.” 

After graduating from the 
military academy in Egypt in 
June 1966, Gen. Awad went 
back to the Gaza Strip and 
joined a PLA battalion sta- 
tioned in Khan Younis. 

On June 5, 1967, the first 
day of the war, Gen. Awad sat 
in his tent dreaming of the 
victory that would come the 


second day. 

“They promised us victory 
but we got defeat,” said Gen. 
Awad. “It was like being 
promised a gift, only to be told 
tbe next day there will be no 
gift. I felt shocked and de- 
moralised.” 

“If we had the experience 
we have now, we would have 
won that war," he added. 

Asked how he felt about not 
realising his dream of getting 
back ali of Palestine, Gen. 
Awad said: “I’m happy that 
after all the struggle we got 
something. It’s not enough, 
but it’s better than nothing. 
Fve told the Israeli officers 
that as long as the intentions 
are good, coexistence will be 
possible.” 


Two-thirds of Israelis 
to remain in Gaza 


$ 


TEL AVIV (AP) — Israel will 
keep, about two-thirds of the 
troeps currently occupying the 
Gaza Strip there even after tbe 
transfer of power to Palesti- 
nians, army officers said. 

Major General Matan Vil- 
nai, head of foe army’s south- 
ern command zone that in- 
dudes Gaza, said troops would 
no longer be based in and 
patrol through Arab towns. 

Instead they will be in sever- 
al areas allocated to Jewish 
settlements and along the 
Strip’s southern border with 
Egypt, with the largest pre- 
sence in the Katif settlements 
bloc, Gen. Vilnai said at a 
news conference detailing 
Israeli wi t h drawal plans. 

Israel is to begin transferring 
control over most of tbe Gaza 
Strip, as well as the Jericho 
area in tiie West Bank, to the 
Palestine liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) as stipulated in the 
accord signed last Wednesday 
in Cairo. 

But the entry of 9,000 
Palestinian police officers into 
the areas was delayed Sunday, 
.sparking Palestinian protests. 

Gen. Vilnai said it was not 
yet derided exactly when P a le s t in ia n 
police would take over but that 
it would likely begin tins week. 
He said some 20 Palestinian 
officers who arrived last week 
might begin joint patrols with 
Israeli troops / as early as 
Tuesday. 

When the takeover does be- 
gin, the strip will be transfer- 
red to Palestinian oontrol in 
phases, beginning with its 
south and expanding north, 
Mr. Vilnai said. 

Even after the transfer is 
completed, Gen. Vilnai said, 
“Two thirds of tiie troops there 
now trill remain.” 

He said most of the reduc- 
tion would be among reservists 
who presently form about a 
third of the occupying force, 
but he would not speedy exact 
troop numbers. During the 
Palestinian uprising, thousands 
of troops were deployed in the 
narrow strip. 

Major General Uzi Dayan, 
head of tbe army’s planning 
branch, said the Israeli security 
arrangements “should in no 
way limit the Palestinians’ abil- 
ity to control their own 


Gen. Vflnai said the army 
has spent months planning for 
worst-case scenarios, including 
that part of the 9,000 Palesti- 
nian police officers might take 
actions hostile to Israel. 

He said he was sure militant 
groups “will try to do some- 
thing,” noting that two soldiers 


were slightly wounded earlier 
Sunday when a patrol was 
attacked north of Gaza Gty. 

Gen. Vilnai said it was not 
dear what would happen if laaefi 
troops needed to chase Palesti- 
nian attackers trying to flee 
into autonomous areas. 

The accord signed last 
Wednesday in Cairo allows 
Israel hot pursuit into Palesti- _ 
nian areas but stipulates such 

cases should be tuzned over to 

the Palestinian police as soon 
as possible. 

Gen. Vilnai said “much will 
depend on the co mm a nd ers in 
the field.” He stressed, howev- 
er, that in the past five years he 
(fid not remember a single case 
of an assailant escaping the 
area of an attack and then 
being captured by pursuing 
forces. , , , 

Asked if the army h ad plans 
to reoccupy Gaza if . .‘““any, 
Gen. Vflnai said: “I led a 
battalion that occupied Gaza in 
1967, and I hope it will be the 
last tune.” 

Israel has imposed such, 
tough conditions on tbe self^ 
rule deal struck with the PLO 
th at it cannot lead to a Palesti- 
nian state, Israeli Culture 
Minister Shulamit Afoni said 
Sunday. 

“If the British had imposed 
the same restrictions on us in 
1948 as we have imposed on 
the Palestinians in the Cairo 
accord we would never have 
had the state of Israel," she 
said. 

Ms. Atom was speaking af- 
ter tbe weekly cabinet meeting 
during which the docu m ents 
signed in Cairo by Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin 
and PLO Chairman Yasser 
Arafat were presented. 

The cabinet is to meet again 
Wednesday to approve the 
accord before it is presented 
tiie same day to the Israeli 
parliament. 

“It now has to be applied as 
quickly as possible so that we 
are not the last people in the 
world to oppress another,” 
Ms. Aloni added. 

Israel’s electricity company 
has threatened to cut supplies 
to the Gaza Strip from 
Wednesday because the terri- 
tory’s residents are $12 million 
in arrears on-bills, Israeli radio 
reported Sunday. . 

The report' came as the* 
“iSrael-PLO committee on the 
transfer of civilian authorities 
to the Palestinians met at the 
Eretz crossing between Israel 
and Gaza. 

Under the May 4 PLO-Israe! 
deal on self-rule, tiie future 
Palestinian authority will have 
to foot the arrears. 


Israeli TV reporter 
broadcasts from Syria 


TEL AVTV (AP) — Israel 
Television broadcast a news 
report from Syria on Sunday, 
despite the still-existing state 
of war between both countries. 

The report included an inter- 
view with George Habash, a 
Palestinian guerrilla leader 
who rejected tiie autonomy 
accord and who has vowed to 
continue attacks on Israeli 
targets.-. - 

Syria is still a stickler on 
banning entry to anyone 
associated with Israel, and Sy- 
rian officials overseas have 
consistently refused to answer 
questions from Israeli repor- 
ters, despite ongoing peace 
talks with Israel. 

Many other Arab countries 
have allowed in Israeli journal- 
ists travelling on other pass- 
ports with minimum trouble. 
But journalists crossing into 
Syria have reported being 
closely questioned about any 
associations with Israel. 

A Syrian official who unwit- 
tingly gave an interview to a 
European television team 
acting on Israel Television's 


behalf earlier this year was 
reportedly sacked soon after. 

Syrians can pick np Israel 
TV, and .the report broadcast a 
shot of a Syrian television set 
tuned into the Israeli news. 

Reporter Linda Scherzer 
spent 10~days in Syria to assess 
Syrian street reactions to last 
week’s accord which wfll intro- 
duce Palestinian self-rule in the 
Gaza Strip and the West Bank 
town of Jericho. 

Her report showed opposi- 
tion to the agreement, espe- 
cially among Palestinian re- 
fugees. Dr. Habash said tn$ 
Popular Front for tbe Libera- 
tion of Palestine would con- 
tinue attacks on Israel, but 
would avoid attacking Palesti- 
nian forces. 

The report did not include 
any interviews with Syrian offi- 
cials. It did not say whether 
Ms. Scherzer, who is a Cana- 
dian, told her interview subjects 
she is Israeli, and it abandoned 
standard practice by not 
screening the names of her 
production team. 
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Bulletin st^tphed by the Department of 
Meteorology. 

It wfll be fine with temperatures 
gradually rising and winds northerly 
moderate. In Aqaba, winds will be 
northerly moderate and seas calm. 

Mi a ./Max. temp 
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Jordan Valley 15/30 

Yesterday’s high temperatures: Am- 
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Nainnub pharmacy 6Z3672 

Najib pharmacy 847632 

RBCD: 

Dr. Mohammad AJ Hilo 279773 

Alquds pharmacy — V** - ) 

ZARQA: 


emergencies 

Food Control Centre 637111 

Gvil Defence Deportment 661111 

Civil Defence Immctfiate 

Resc ue . 630341 

Gvii Defence Emergency ■■ 199 

Rescue Pdkc 192.621111.637777 

Fire Brigade 891228 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police $0402 

Traffic Police 896390 

PuHie Security Department 630321 

Hotel Complain Is 605800 

Price Complaints 661 176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints.... 897467 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints 787111 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 121 

Overseas CaBs 01(030 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

AbdaK Telephone Repairs 661101 

Jordon Tele* ision 773111 

Radio Jordan 7741 n 

Water Authority ....680100 

a Jordan Electricity Authority ... 815615 
Electric Power 

Company 636381 

R] Right Information 08-53200 

Queen AHa Inti. Airport. 08-53200 


HOSPITALS 


AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 

Khalidi Maternity. J. Amn... 644281/6 
Akikh Maternity. J.Amn.... 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 642362 

Malhas.J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmeisani 664171/4 

Shmeisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

Al-Muasbcr Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic. Abdali ...666127/37 

Al-AhJi. Abdali 664164/6 

Italian. At>Muhajrccn 777101/3 

Al-Bashir. J. AshrnTteh 7751 1 i/26 

Army, Marka 891611/15 

Ouccn Alia Hospital 686100 

Amal Hospital 674I5S 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital (09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital .. (09)900560 

Ibn Situ Hospital (09)986732 

A1 Hikma Modon Hospital (09)990990 

DUO): 

Princca Bauaa Hospital (02R755S5 

Greek Gubofic Hospital (02)272275 

Ibo A1 Nafecs Hospital (02)247100 

AQASA. 

Princess Hajra Hospital (03)314111 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 

This aformatioa is supplied by Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) information depart- 
ment at tbe Queen Aha International 
Airport Td. (08)53200-5. where it 
should always be verified. 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

(Terminal 1) 

M:l« .... Jakarta. Kuala Lumpur { 

9fc45 Jeddah (add) | 

88 M Damascus! 

68:45 Dhahran! 

I Muscat, Dubai ! 

11:28 Doha, Bahraini 

12J5 Abu Dhabi. Aqaba ( 

15:08 Sanaa (add)! 

17:35 London I 

lfc08 Sanaa (ad 

1839 Cbiiol 

!8£8 Frankfurt I 

1838 Chicago, Amsterdam (RJ) 

l!h28 Vienna, London (RJ) 

8238 Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

tom Jeddah (add) (RJ) 


Other Flights (Terminal 2) 

•£? Vienna (OS) 

Rome (AZ) 

"ff® Paris. Beirut (AF) 

Beirut (ME) 

Amsterdam (KL) 

Bucharest (RO) 


DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

(Terminal i) 


Sanaa (add) (RJ) 

8W8 .... Amsterdam. New Yoric(RJ) 

■ ™ Sanaa (add) (Rj) 

Vienna, Frankfurt (RJ) 

Montreal, Toronto (RJ) 

” Paris. Bnwefc(Rj) 

£« Geneva, Madrid (RJ) 

fk®* •— ietWah (add) ( 

Abu Dhabi. Dubai | 
2fc» Kuala Lumpur. Singapore^ 

Other Rights (Terminal 2) 


UhZB Rom _ , 

SS Vienna ( 


8138 


—■"Vienna (OS) 

.. Damascus (AZ) 
Amsterdam (KL) 
Bucharest (RO) 


HUAZ RAILWAY TRAIN 

8:00 i.rn. every Monday 

Arr.lhnrieM ..... 5d)Q tun. even Monday 

fap fam wrer 7:31)1®. eveiySaafcy 

Air. Anna 5d»pju.awySintay 

market prices 

Vpperflowcr price in Ss per kg. 

550/ 650 

Banana (MMwininarj "!!!"" 620 

— .. 180/120 

S™- 340/240 

280/200 

X* um ^5 hl E c ) 140/100 

Oaaunbcrs (small) 260/200 

^SSJlant 22V 120 

550/400 

vjtcoi beans «n/ yen 

S arrow 0 a n5e) 200/100 

450/320 

Mulukhiah 270/ 180 

gW— 400/200^ 

- 150/100 

y^fenaai) 240/180 

IT 535 450 / 320 

320/200 

£*P el(swcc 0 400/200 

yto ... 380/ 220 

SSSSj: 160 

WMermeloa 260/180 

Vine Leaves 700 / 400 
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By Karooza Jsdoon 
Speaa/ to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Upper 
™»se of Parliament (Sen- 
ate) Monday ratified the 
dr aft te nancy law which was 
referred to it after approval 
by the Lower House. 

The draft legislation was 
ratified after amendments to 
some of its danscs that were 
debated during the four-bo ur 
session. 

The draft law under con- 
sideration is a 1982 tempor- 
ary law that was issued at the 
time by the government. 
According to the Constitu- 
tion any temporary law 
should be referred to Parlia- 
ment to be debated and 
either ratified or repealed. 

Monday’s Senate debate 
focused on a proposal by 
Senators Jawdat Sboul and 
Kama! Shaer on Artide 5. 
which orders that leases 
reached before the law goes 


into effect shall remain valid. 
New teases, however, will be 
binding to signatory parties as 
written, the senators prop- 
osed. 

Senators Sboul and Shaer 
said their proposal was aimed 
at encouraging investments 
by landlords who earlier 
feared that tenants were be- 
coming the actual owners of 
rented properties in accord- 
ance with the temporary law. 

After a lengthy debate, 
however, the new proposal 
was rejected and the Senate 
ratified the Artide as it was 
referred to it by the Lower 
House. 

The senate amended Para- 
graph Three of Clause C of 
Artide 5 which originally 
stipulated that if the tenant 
subleased the property or 
part of it to another party 
without a written acceptance 
from the landlord, the tenant 
can be evicted. 


The amendment stales that 
in cases where the tenant may 
be responsible for another 
member of his family this 
danse would not apply. 

Another point of conten- 
tion was Artide 7. Nacla 
Rashdan proposed that this 
article be amended to allow 
any woman arbitrarily di- 
vorced with custody of chil- 
dren to have the right to keep 
the rental of her home with 
her ex-husband for herself 
and her children even if the 
husband ended the lease. 

Rapporteur Ahmad 
Tarawneh opposed this 
amendment saymg that the 
landlord should not be 
affected by such family mat- 
ters, and he considered the 
divorced wife as a new tenant 
who is not related by any 
means to the original tenant, 
chat is the husband. 

But the senate agreed on 
Senator Rashdan’s amend- 
ment and ratified it. 


Visiting German politicians 
meet with House committee 


By a Jordon Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A 22-member 
team representing political 
parties in the parliament of 
Lower Saxony in Germany 
Monday met here with the 
Foreign Affairs Committee at 
the Lower House of Parlia- 
ment and discussed the Mid- 
dle Hast peace process and 
issues of common interest to 
Jordan and Germany. 

An official at the German 
embassy here told the Jordan 
Times that the team, which 
arrived Saturday on a three- 
day *isit to Jordan, was 
briefed by the committee's 
chairman, Abdul Hadi Ma- 
jaJi, on the general political 
situation in the region, prog- 
ress in the peace process and 
other issues. 

Discussion also covered 
the siege on Aqaba, the situa- 
tion in Bosnia and the econo- 


mic situation in Jordan, 
which, Mr. Majali said, was 
severely affected by the eco- 
nomic blockade on Aqaba. 

Mr. Majali called on Ger- 
many to help the Kingdom 
overcome these difficulties 
and thanked Bonn for its 
continued support of Jor- 
dan’s stand. 

■ The German embassy offi- 
cial said that the team in- 
cludes members of German 
labour unions who are in- 
terested in learning about the 
country’s economic situation 
and its labour union move- 
ment. 

She said the team visited 
the Arab Potash Company 
(APC) headquarters in Am- 
man and was briefed on the 
company’s operations and 
the contribution of workers 
towards promoting produc- 
tion and their involvement in 
decision making related to 
their company's operations. 


Jordanians form group to prevent family violence 


By Rana Hosseinl 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A group of 
Jordanian scholars and intel- 
lectuals has formed the 
Violence-Free Society to 
minimise and prevent what 
they see as “increased vio- 
lence in Jordanian families,” 
according to sociologist Sabri 
Rhebeihat. 

Dr. Rhebeihat told the Jor- 
dan Times that the new socie- 
ty is a voluntary and non- 
profit organisation with one 
goal on its agenda — “a 
violence-free society.” 

“One of our organisation’s 
priorities is to raise public 
awareness towards the dan- 
gers of a non-democratic 
communication between 
family members, and to cut 
down on violence in the fami- 
ly,’’ Dr. Rhebeihat said. 

He said in many cases re- 
ported, family members re- 
sort to violence instead of 
communicating and listening 
and co nstru ctively participat- 
ing in all family affairs, 
.arming , that .some members _ 
express 'these failure to conh., 
mumcale rationally and use 
reason by turning to violence. 

According to Ahmad Kha- 
laf. a psychiatrist in the pri- 
vate sector, who is also a 
volunteer member in the 


society, in recent years, some 
social data in Jordan included 
reported incidents of spouse 
and child abuse, and “the 
actual incidents of such abuse 
is difficult to determine with- 
out detailed studies.'' 

These studies. Dr. Khalaf 
said, face various obstacles 
since “there has been no sign 
so far of willingness among 
our society to talk about the 
subject openly." 

’’Physical punishment 
against women and children 
is a serious problem and 
should be open for question- 
ing because unfortunately, 
some parents are unable to 
distinguish discipline from 
violence,” Dr. Khalaf said. 

Dr. Rhebeihat explained 
the methods the organisation 
will adopt in aiding victims of 
abuse and family violence. 
He said the society will con- 
sider using the media by 
fuelling the existing program- 
mes on television and radio, 
adding that programmes will 
incorporate elements that 
will emphasise the import- 
ance Pf understanding, two- 
vy^y and three-way conversa- 
tions, listening, rationalising 
and tolerance. 

“We will register all enth- 
used individuals who are will- 
ing to volunteer and help 
families under difficult cir- 


cumstances,” Dr. Rhebeihat 
said. 

Moreover, the sociologist 
said the society will recruit 
volunteers to organise picnics 
for children to educate them 
on ways of communicating 
and discussing topics about 
their own society and com- 
prehending it. 

“We believe that we ought 
to approach people who nev- 
er received the quality of help 
they deserve and affect their 
lives with mild intervention,” 
he said. 

Dr. Rhebeihat pointed out 
that in general, Jordan spent 
a large proportion of its re- 
sources on its infrastructure 
and “for the past five or six 
years we turned to people 
and we started emphasising 
the need for love, care and 
attachment and focusing on 
psychological and mental 
well-being.” 

“This shift is very impor- 
tant because it affects the 
quality of people's lives as 
much as their incare in life,” 
he said. 

Pr- .defined vio- 

lence in-» psychological pers- 
pective saying that violence 
could be defined with various 
meanings. “Violence is a 
trend inherited in human 
beings, and it is one of the 


characteristics of every’ hu- 
man being.” Dr. Khalaf said. 

“In our case (the new soci- 
ety) we mean to prevent 
physical violence, mainly 
against women and chil- 
dren.” 

“Like all other problems, 
violence in the family is 
routed in the structure of the 
society, where power and au- 
thority are taken and acces- 
sed to the resources that are 
distributed to certain groups 
or figures.” he said. 

Dr. KhaJaf died a study 
conducted abroad explaining 
that spouse and child abuse 
are not limited to any particu- 
lar class. He compared the 
West’s experiences with Jor- 
dan’s saying, “abroad, chil- 
dren, especially newborns are 
abused more by their 
mothers, while in Jordan we 
see a different trend; older 
children are still under the 
mercy of the first family fi- 
gure. the father.”. 

Other cases of battered 
children, according to Dr. 
Khalaf, are results of un- 
wanted pregnancies. He said 
solutions to overcome such 
problems require immediate 
attention. In cases of bat- 
tered or divorced women, the 
society will work to secure 


jobs and homes for these 
women, he added. 

Dr. Khalaf said the socie- 
ty's aims include studying the 
magnitude of the problem in 
Jordan and presenting solu- 
tions accordingly, reviewing 
suggestions to have children’s 
rights brought to light and 
establishing a nev/ "criteria 
with some legal changes to be 
put forward against child 
abuse. 

The main goal of the socie- 
ty is not to preach against 
violence and promote adjust- 
ment behaviour. Dr. Khalaf 
said, but rather to study the 
cases of adjustment* be- 
haviour and to present prop- 
er treatment as well as solu- 
tions for this “morbid phe- 
. nomena.” 

“This is just the beginning, 
and we know we have to 
work hard until we can 
achieve and fulfill our mo- 
tives." said Dr. Khalaf. 

According to Dr. 
Rhebeihat, other scholars 
who have volunteered their 
time and expertise to the new 
society include Senator Naela 
Rashdan, Haifa Abu Gha- 
zaleb, president of tbe 
General Union of Jordanian 
Women and Sarri Nasser, a 
sociologist at the University 
of Jordan. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


BALLET 

fr Ballet performance by Al- AhBya School Cor Girls students at 
tike main theatre of the Royal Cultural Centre at 4:60 p.ra. 

FILMS 

. fr Cbfiean fim entitled “Susa” at the main theatre of the 
Royal Cultural Centre at 8:00 pjn. (108 minnfe). 

fr FHm in Arabic entitled “Al Bait” (Tbe. House) at Abdul 
Hameed Shaman Foundation in Jabal Amman at 7 JO p.m. 


■ir Lecture in Arabic entitled “The Political System fa KawaiL 
After the Gulf War” by Dr. Ahmad Nofal of the University , 
of Jordan at Abdul Hameed Shoman Foundation in Jabal 
Amman at 6:00 p-m. 

NEWS HIGHLIGHTS 

☆ ABC News and MacNeO-Lehrer News Hour at 

the Amer ican Center at 5:00 p.m. 

ARAB POETS GATHERING 

☆ Poetry recital by Arab poets at the Phoenix Gallery for Art 
and Culture at 7:00 p.m. (Td. 695291). 

TVS PROGRAMME 

■jV A variety programme transmitted by TVS Europe station 
cutithd “Savoir Plus” at the French Cultural Centre at 6.-00 
p.m. 

EXHIBITIONS 

it Exhibition by Iraqi artist Shawkat Al Rubaie at the Italian 
Language Centre (9.-00 am. - 8.-00 p.m.) (TeL 669348). 

it Exhibition of Dcebana the traditional Japanese art of flower 
arranging at the Marriott Hotd. 

it BxhibitlOP of water colour paintings by artist Itab Hrdb and 
apo ttcr exharftion of ceramics by Sqjhla Ehnes h kkh i at Ain 
Art Gallery in Wadi Saqra (Tel. 644451, 652823). 

it by artist Hdmi EJ-Tonni at Baiadoa Art Gallery 

(TeL 687598). 

ir Spring exhibition of “Artists Expressions in Wool,’* the 
Bui Hamida project of art works and rugs at tbe Jordan 
Contract -»rs Association Bonding in Abdoon (TeL 612169). 

ir “Spring Exhibition” (quilts, cushions, lamp shades,...etc) 
at the Zamkleh rfla, opposite the Contractor’s Association 
b Abdoon (Tel. 65*372). 

ir Exhibition of silk paintings by artist Souad Nemeh Akronk 
at the Royal Cultural Centre. 

it mbjtlon of paintings by artists WaHd Sheet and Nazem 
AtoStGafletT (Tel- 639303). 

ir ^ exhibition by Bashar rarahbn at the Royal Cultural 
Centre. 

☆ Art exhibition by five Egyptian artists at Darat Al Fnaun of 
the Abdul Hameed Sfaomwi Foundation in Jabal Luwdb- 
*L Aim showing “permanent” exhibition of 56 Arab 
coo temporary artists (TeL 643251/2). 

* E xhibition by artist Mohammad Muhraddin at Ab’ad Art 
Gallery. 

* ExfaftltioB by artists Dr. All Ghoul, Husseb Da’seL Atom 
Al Sharif, Abdul Hussein Tawatf, SataM Abbjfl, and Bafex 
Al Droutri at Orfali Art Gallery (TeL 826932). 


Australian meat group to 
open office in Amman 


By Elia Nasrallah 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Tbe Australian . 
Meat and Livestock Corpora- 
tion (AMLC) will open a 
regional office in Amman 
within three months to prom- 
ote the sale of live sheep to 
the region, particularly to 
Jordan, according to Supply 
Minister Radi Ibrahim. 

Tbe minister told the Jor- 
dan Times that he learned of 
the decision Monday in a 
meeting with AMLC Chair- 
man John Kerin with whom 
he discussed trade issues and 
the regional office’s planned 
operations. 

According to tbe minister, 
the centre would be entrusted 
with conducting studies on 
prospects of live sheep trade 
between Australia and the 
countries of tbe region and 
making recommendations to 
the Australian government 
accordingly. 

Tbe creation of tbe region- 
al office here came as a fruit 
of talks between Mr. Ibrahim 
and Australian officials, dur- 
ing his tour last month in 
Australia and talks held in 
Amman last February with 
Hendy Cowan, who headed a 
delegation from the Western 
Australia Ministry of Com- 


merce and Trade during a 
visit to Jordan. 

ft is hoped (fiat through 
this office more livestock 
would be sold to Jordan in 
baiter exchanges for Jorda- 
nian phosphate-based fertilis- 
ers, said Mr. Ibrahim. 

Australian embassy 
sources in Amman said that 
Jordan last year imported $67 
million worth of Australian 
sheep and dairy products 
against $5 million worth of 
phosphate and some fertilis- 
ers. 

According to the embassy. 
Mr. Ibrahim discussed with 
Mr. Kerin prospects of Jor- 
dan importing fresh chilled 
meat from Australia. This 
will become possible when 
Royal Jordanian, which has 
acquired landing rights in 
Sydney, starts flying to Au- 
stralia and will be able to 
transport shipments of fresh 
meat, said the embassy 
source. 

According to the embassy. 
Mr. Kerin, who left Monday 
for the Gulf following a 
three-day visit to Jordan, had 
inaugurated a new chiller 
facility at the Amman Muni- 
cipality slaughterhouse. The 
chiller was donated by the 
Australian Sheep Exporting 


Industry and the AMLC to 
assist with the efficient opera- 
tion of the slaughterhouse, 
said die embassy. 

The ministry and the 
embassy said that in 1993 
Australia shipped nearly half 
a million sheep to the Jorda- 
nian market, and it is hoped 
that tbe regional centre, the 
second of its kind after the 
office in Bahrain, would 
further develop trade be- 
tween Jordan and Australia. 

Embassy officials said also 
that by July 1, an Australian 
trade office will be estab- 
lished in Amman to help 
promote all kinds of trade 
between Australia and tbe 
countries of the region 

According to the embassy, 
the office will be directly in 
charge of trade with Syria, 
Jordan, Iraq and Lebanon. 

Before his departure. Mr. 
Kerin met with Agriculture 
Minister Mohammad Farhan 
to discuss cooperation in agri- 
cultural matters. 

According to the embassy 
official, Mr. Kerin extended 
an invitation for two Jbrda- 
nian veterinarians to visit Au- 
stralia to benefit from mod- 
em techniques used in veter- 
inary services and quarantine 
systems in force in Australia. 


Karak woman gives birth to triplets 

KARAK (Petra) — A Jordanian woman Monday 
save birth to triplets at Al Karak Government 
Hospital after caesarian surgery. Hospital direc- 
tor Saad Mdanat said the newborns, all boys, 
weighed 2.65, 2.501 and 2.0 kilogrammes, and 
were listed in good condition. Gynaecologist and 
obstetrician Jirees Salayta, who supervised the 
surgery, said the prospects of giving birth to 
triplets arc one in 8,000 births. 

Jordan wins 1st prize at Istanbul contest 

ISTANBUL (Petra) — Jordan won fim prize in 
an international traditional children’s arts com- 
petition which was held in Istanbul, Turkey, with 
the participation of croups representing 54 coun- 
tries. Jordan was represented at tbe festival by 
tbe Haya Cultural Centre's art troupe which 
indudes 30 children aged 8 to 12. Centre Director 
Nabih Riyal told the Jordan News Agency, Petra, 


in a telephone call from Istanbul that the troupe 
won the award after presenting folkloric dances 
and songs. 

Irbid clamps down on safety, violators 

IRBtD (Petra) — The Irbid Monidpaiity has 
shut down 50 stores during tbe first third of 1994 
for violations of health and public safety regula- 
tions. The municipality has also fined 300 stores 
and issued warnings to 600 others for various 
violations. 

Swedish trade team to arrive for talks 

AMMAN (Petra) — A Swedish trade council 
delegation will arrive in Amman Tuesday on a 
several-day visit to Jordan. The delegation mem- 
bers will bold talks with officials representing tbe 
Amman Chamber of Commerce and other eco- 
nomic and nude institutions on means of enhanc- 
ing Jordanian-Swedish trade relations. 






* . 




House condemns ‘foreign attempts 
to fuel civil war in Yemen 


By Aynum Al S afadi 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Lower 
House of Parliament Monday 
condemned “possible attempts 
by foreign groups" to 
fuel the dvil war in Yemen in 
what W 2 S seen as an indirect 
reference to some Gulf coun- 
tries that have been allegedly 
supplying arms and money to 
tbe parties to the conflict. 

Urging Yemenis to exert 
all possible, efforts to solve 
their conflict through dia- 
logue, the House called on 
the Yemeni people to “give 
up arms and violence” in 
order to preserve their unity. 

“The major victim of the 
war will be the Yemeni unity, 
which is the core of Arab 
unity,” the House said in a 
statement. 

Referring to Jordan’s host- 
ing of the signing ceremony 
of the Yemeni reconciliation 
accord in February, the 
House said its concern with 
the situation in Yemen stems 
from its belief in the necessity 
of maintaining all that is posi- 
tive in the Arab World. 

The conflict between the 
formerly north and south Ye- 


raens exploded into full 
fledged dvil war last Thurs- 
day when troops loyal to 
Yemeni President All Abdul- 
lah Saleh and Yemeni Vice 
President Ali Salem Al Beidb 
attacked each other near the 
former border of the two 
Yemens. 

The situation continued to 
deteriorate since then and tbe 
United Nations evacuated 
most of its . non-essential staff 
from ' tbe Arab peninsula 
state. 

Diplomats were Saturday 

3 noted as saying that Pres- 
ent Saleh's troops have 
tightened the noose around 
Aden, the former capital of 
South Yemen, and were 
poised to break through tbe 
gates of the aty. 

President Saleh seems de- 
termined to settle the conflict 
with bis southern foes mili- 
tarily amidst calls from Aden 
that it is wilting to accept 
foreign mediation. 

Mr. Beidh on Sunday re- 
portedly contacted His 
Majesty King Hussein saying 
be was ready for dialogue 
with President Saleh. The 
King brought the two Yeme- 
ni leaders to Amman to sign 


the reconciliation accord in 
February, but said last month 
that Jordan was leaving a 
military commission charged 
with separating northern and 
southern Yemeni troops. 

Indications that the dvil 
war was - instigated and sup: 
ported by foreign countries 
also came from the Jordan 
Press Association which said 
the bloody events in Yemen 
“could open the door (to 
interfere in the conflict) for 
suspicious foreign sides that 
work against the interests of 
the (Arab) nation and its 
aspiration for unity.” The 
assodation said in a state- 
ment that the fighting in Ye- 
men poses a threat to Arab 
national security. 

Al Dustour daily said in an 
editorial that the dvil war in 
Yemen could be the making 
of countries that are trying to 
punish Yemen for its stmids 
on regional development, in 
what was seen as a reference 
to Yemen’s opposition to the 
foreign coalition that drove 
Iraq out of Kuwait in 1991. 
The paper (fid not name these 
countries, but the reference 
* was believed to be to some 
Arab Gulf countries. 


Mysterious death in Wadi Mousa 
remains under investigation by police 


By Rana Husseini 

Special to tbe Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Wadi Mousa 
police are investigating the 
mysterious death of a 30- 
year-old man, whose body 
was discovered Sunday by a 
shepherd in Al Haijin area 
near Wadi Mousa, a police 


report said. 

Tbe shepherd, who was not 
identified, told police be was 
grazing his sheep in that area 
when be discovered the body. 

Preliminary investigations 
indicated that the dead man, 
identified as .Hussein Qas- 
sem, had no bruises, and 


there were no signs of vio- 
lence on the body. 

Police said they were inves- 
tigating the incident and 
would not release any further 
details. The authorities said 
they had transferred the body 
to AJ Bashir Hospital for 
autopsy. t 
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ivoid problems 


T22E JORDAMAN-PLO new round of econo- 
my ’- eoaBsaiiBiainonas and negotiations aiming to 
prat me SesSa tm the bones of the accord 
ieSweesa the two sides could prove to be an 
cpiDortaae occasion to gauge properly the 
sham t of any discrepancies that may exist 
the Jan. 6 agreement and the PLO- 
israe^j econoanic accord struck in Paris last 
57-22 -!i. The fact that the Jordanian-Palestinian 
ctsibIc agreemsent was basically a declaration 
o? principfes rather than a detailed economic 
package provides room for differing interpreta- 
doos by both Jordan and the PLO. But 
provided there is sufficient political wifl on the 
part of the PLO to live op to its long standing 
rarataS&neaiit to put its relations with Jordan 
ahead of its relations with Israel any differences 
of the kind can he solved and rather quickly. As 
the Paris economic pact contained enough 
detailed issformation to cast doubt on the 
Trlagaess of the PLO to accord Jordan a 
preferential treatment, there is every fear that 
iMiigs can soonefoow go wrong from here. The 
piiace of the Jordanian currency in the Palesti- 
nian Ssnratorn-es and the Jordanian Central 
Sss ii css, for instance, be negatively affected 
She interim period by any predominance 
in nshag the Israeli shekel and following Israeli 
^sSaE } 1 pofiacies. The creation of virtually one 
: 2 ste nm between the Palestinian territor- 
ies aand Israel also has to be worrying, even 
there are clauses in the Paris agreement 
i het accomodate legitimate Jordanian 

interests. 

Jordan would want to give the PLO ade the 
2>20eSi of the doubt, as it has done so often in 
££5 past, by waiting to see bow the Palestinian 
leadership intends to address the outstanding 
sss^ss. Bettor still this country would want to 
v?ato3n anS see how the arrival of Mr. Ahmed 
Qaoriea, the chief PLO economic negotiator, 
cscafid rectify the shortcomings of the January 
accord and past to rest Jordan's qualms about 
■s'asl happened in Paris. In the final analysis 
what 3 s even more important than the fine 
seomc issues that would be discussed start- 
ing today would be the overall assessment of the 
PLO-Jordaniaaa relations. Does the PLO seek to 
have the Gdaad of relations with Jordan that fit 
purports to desire or does it wish to submit to 
Isradi designs and become an economic tool in 
‘is hands? The people of this country have a 
stake in appropriate economic relations with 
the West Bank and Gaza Strip just as the 
Palestinian people have a vested interest in 
maintaining the best of relations with their 
brethren across the river. 


EPES 3 S COMMENTARIES 


REGARDLESS of (he charges and counter-charges exchange 
by the Yemeni leaders over the current fighting in Yemen, all 
indications point to the fact that external forces are fuelling the 
conflict, said A1 Dnstour daily Monday. External influences 
are very dangerous because they tend to sow the seeds of 
permanent conflict and dissent, and are bound to totally 
destroy Yemen's dream of unity, said the paper. One cannot 
rule out the notion that the conflict in Yemen is by no means 
isolated from the conspiracies being concocted by hostile 
forces to create regional unrest, it said. These forces' plot, said 
the paper, could be part of a general plan to impose 
punishment on the Yemeni people for adopting policies with 
s-hich certain regional or international powers are not happy. 
Therefore, it added, there is urgent need for the Arabs to 
ensure non-interference by foreign parties, and at the same 
time halt ail arms supplies to both sides involved in the 
conflict. While we watch with pain the ongoing fighting among 
brothers, added the daily, we are appalled at the loss of 
innocent life and the destruction of property and economic 
and social infrastructure. 


MAHMOUD Rimawi, a columnist in A1 Ra*i daily, expressed 
’ appreciation of France’s position with regard to the siege on 
Aqaba and iis recent decision to stop its participation in the 
inspection of Aqaba-bound vessels. France is to be thanked 
! w its independent stand from that of the United States and its 
: unbiased attitude and keenness on alleviating Jordan's econo- 
' mic ordeal, said the writer. Following Baghdad's favourable 
’ response to the United Nations demands and the U.N. 
. inspectors wishes, France. Russia and China have displayed 
• readiness to lift the embargo in Iraq, and likewise Paris is now 

■ showing its stand by halting inspection of ships bound for 
: Jordan r the writer added. The French stand reflects the 

conviction on the part of Paris that Jordan has nothing to do 
with the Gulf conflict in the first place and that the siege on 

■ Aqaba was unjustified and it also clearly points to the fact that 
1 France is keen on maintaining strong ties with the Kingdom, 
: wd the writer. Mr. Rimawi said that France is now trying to 

compensate Jordan for the severe damage caused by the siege 
! through continued economic aid to the country. 


By Valerie Yorke 


By J. A. C. Mackie 


JAKARTA — The recent 
anti-Chinese rioting in 
Medan arose out of a series 
of labour disputes, but it has 
added a disturbing element of 
volatility to the political 
situation in Indonesia. After 
a long period of stability, the 
world’s fourth largest nation 
faces an unpredictable fu- 
ture. 

Statements by President 
Suharto earlier this year that 
be would step down after his 
current five-year term ends in 
1988 could well mark a new 
phase in Indonesia as the 
politics of succession take 
hold. 

Mr. Suharto, a retired 
general, has been in Office 
since 1967. Under his admi- 
nistration, the country has 
had 25 years of carefully con- 
trived stability. This has pro- 
vided a basis for economic 
growth and investment. 

But social and political de- 
velopments in the next four 
years are likely to be far less 
easily controlled by the gov- 
ernment. The recent out- 
burst of popular anger 



The slow march of peace 


The fact that the Declaration 
of Principles (DoP) ip itself did 
nothing to bridge the irrecon- 
cilable demands of Israel and 
the Palestinians made the eco- 
nomic component of the dec- 
laration a key element to 
agreement in Oslo. There was 
recognition that the Israelis 
and Palestinians had to be 
given a stake in the process if 
they were to provide the sup- 
port required. The interests of 
neighbouring Arab states also 
bad to be addressed and incen- 
tive provided for them to sup- 
port the new momentum 
rather than spoil it. The DoP’s 
provisions for economic de- 
velopment in the occupied ter- 
ritories, broad Israeli-Palesti- 
□ian economic cooperation 
and the prospect of a regional 
development programme of 
which Israel would be part 
could not, of course, guarantee 
the accord's success. However, 
the negotiations calculated that 
these three economic pillars 
would be crucial in winning 
over Israelis, Palestinians and 
Arabs and in ensuring that any 
subsequent political agree- 
ments endured. 

The importance of steps to- 
wards Israeli-Paiestinian and 
wider regional cooperation 
proceeding simultaneously 
with economic development in 
the occupied territories was 
recognised in Oslo. But it is 
also the case that the areas 
identified for economic coop- 
eration within the context of 
the Israeli-Paiestinian Con- 
tinuing Committee and in the 
protocol on regional coopera- 
tion have placed Israel at an 
advantage in negotiations with 
the Palestinians and the Arab 
states, and amount to a re- 
ward. The Palestinians for 
their part regard the protocols 
as the price they paid for rec- 
ognition, in view of the fact 
that there is no provision for 
correcting the distortions im- 
posed by the occupation and 
that the issues of the settle- 
ments, Jerusalem, refugees 
and borders are not addressed. 

The fet is that those nego- 
tiating the DoP — the occopier 
and the occupied — did so 
from a position of inequality 
which inevitably affects the 
scope for manoeuvre of both 
sides as they try to achieve 
their preferred economic 
arrangements. The result of 
Israel’s occupation policies has 
been to distort economic de- 
velopment in the occupied ter- 
ritories, leaving them highly 
dependent on Israel for em- 
ployment of labour, for outlets 
for exports and for industrial 
inputs. For Israel, the West 
Bank and Gaza constitute its 
second largest market, while 
much of its agriculture and 
services depend on cheap 
Palestinian labour. This 
skewed inter-dependence 
means that any restructuring of 
trade and labour flows and 
levels of taxation will, have 
important repercussions for 
both economies. 

The outcome of the bilateral 
economic talks is thus crucial 
to both rides. A present they 
are deeply divided over Israel’s 
proposals for a customs union. 
Israel wants to protect its agri- 
culture at home and its mar- 
kets in the occupied territories, 
while the Palestinians are striv- 
ing to dismantle the distortions 
of the occupation and establish 
a better balance in trade rela- 
tions with their Israeli and 
Arab neighbours. At the same 
time, Israel's need for access to 
markets in the West Bank and 
Gaza and for economic ties 
with the broader region, and 
the Palestinians’ need for 
Israeli inputs for much of its 
manufacturing, suggest that 
mutually acceptable trade-offs 
can be found. One such is a 
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I quasi-customs union — with 
j Israel and the Palestinians 
agreeing to mutually accept- 
able but differing levels of 
tariffs to be applied to different 
categories of goods entering 
the self-rule area from Jordan. 

In return, the Palestinians 
would undertake to turn and 
persuade the Arabs to relax 
the terms of the Arab boycott 
to permit the export of their 
own manufactured goods con- 
taining Israeli inputs. The 
negotiated results are likely to 
bring mutual benefits, but 
there is a recognition that with- 
out eventual moves towards 
genuine cooperation between 
equals the necessary confi- 
dence will not be created to 
attract private-sector invest- 
ment to the new Palestinian 
entity. The all important 
growth required to sustain de- 
velopment (once international 
funds dry up) and on which the 
success of the accord ultimate- 
ly depends, will not take place. 

Regionally, the DoP pro- 
vides for drawing the interna- 
tional community and regional 
states into a network of econo- 
mic ties with Israel without the 
latter either renouncing its 
claim to the West Bank and 
Gaza or committing itself to 
foil withdrawal. Using the in- 
ternational and regional sup- 
port for the DoP to strengthen 
its argument, Israel has press- 
ed for an end to the Arab 
boycott, to which the Arab 
states' official response has 
been (hat such a decision can 
only be taken by the Arab 
League once Israel commits 
itself to withdrawal on the 
basis of U.N. Resolutions 242 
and 338. However, one indica- 
tion of the way in which the 
DoP is changing Arab thinking 
on the boycott comes from 
Jordan. A key distinction is 
now being drawn between poli- 
tical normalisation, meaning 
foil diplomatic relations with 
Israel, which will only be forth- 
coming with a final peace trea- 
ty, and the reaching of reap* 

- ratal and mutually satisfactory 
agreements with Israel before- 
hand. 


Prospects for a 
comprehensive peace 


The Israeli-PLO decision to 
pursue a path of reconciliation 
unleashed an undeniable 
momentum on both the Israeli- 
Paiestinian track and in Israel’s 
talks with Jordan and Syria. 
However, the Oslo break- 
through and the push provided 


by the international aid effort 
will not be enough to ensure 
their continuation. At some 
stage the parties will insist — 
and it is ultimately in the in- 
terests of the international 
community that they do — on 
clarifying the destination of the 
process. If this fells short of 
their minimal goals, then the 
process will lose credibility and 
all support. By putting the 
settlements issue on the agen- 
da, the Hebron massacre has 
effectively brought forward the 
moment of clarification. A 
number of problems flow from 
this. 

— The first problem is inter- 
party. This concerns the irre- 
coodliability of the parties' 
minimum goals and competing 
claims for land, rooted in the 
aspirations and security 
perceptions of their leaders 
and supporters. There is no 
indication that Yitzhak Rabin 
has relaxed his opposition to a 
Palestinian state or that, even 
were he or his successors to do 
so, they would convince the 
Israeli public that this was 
compatible with Israel's secur- 
ity. Mr. Arafat, meanwhile, is 
likely to continue to present 
the DoP as the first step to-' 
wares the Palestinians’ goal of 
an independent state, despite 
mounting scepticism within the 
Palestinian camp that this is 
achievable. 

— A second problem is that 
scope for statesmanship is li- 
mited by domestic preoccupa- 
tions with power. Both Mr. 
Rabin and Mr. Arafat are 
under pressure to persuade the 
sceptics that the DoP serves 
their interests to a greater de- 
gree than is apparent. Inherent 
m all of this is the danger that 
in playing to their publics, 
whose support they need to 
continue, the leaderships have 
inadvertently re-erected the 
barriers of hostility, losing 
right of the shared vision that 
underpinned their original 
accord. Furthermore, the diffi- ' 
cutties of forging a balance 
between winning support from 
their publics and reaching the 
compromises to keep up 
momentum have resulted in 
months of delay, which has 
carried a political price. Rejec- 
tionists on both rides have 
shown their capacity for vio- 
lence which could at any mo- 
ment escalate out of control. 
Meanwhile, continuing Israeli 
political repression in the occu- 
pied territories has critically 
eroded political support for 


both the PLO and the DoP. 
Against this backdrop, the 
weaker party — Yasser Ara- 
fat’s PLO — was apparently 
under pressure to concede in 
the runup to the conclusion of 
the agreement on Israeli milit- 
ary withdrawal from Gaza and 
Jericho. 

— The third problem is in- 
tra-Palestinian. The Palesti- 
nians are now deeply divided 
over the merits of the DoP and 
the peace process and in the 
debate over the political and 
economic issues connected 
with the transition. Mr. Ara- 
fat’s failure to address the dis- 
content on either score has 
thrown his leadership into 
question because the Palesti- 
nians feel that he has put their 
goal of a state at grave risk. 
The problem is that the two 
accords with Israel are per- 
ceived to have rendered an 
independent state unachiev- 
able. because Israel has neither 
renounced its claim to the land 
of the West Bank and Gaza 
nor admitted its status as occu- 
pier. The fear is that the PLO’s 
acquiescence in this suggests 
that its commitment to an inde- 
pendent state has weakened 
and that the current talks 
based on the DoP amount to 
the Palestinians reaching a new 
modus vivendi on Israen terms 
under which they stand to win 
a fractured entity of divided 
parts, not an independent 
state. All this suggess that Mr. 
Arafat has a choice either to 
continue to succumb to Amer- 
ican and Israeli pressures to 
concede and engage in tactical 
manoeuvring to achieve 
momentum towards some ill- 
defined goal, which is less than 
a state; or to rebuild a tougher, 
coherent strategy that puts the 
Palestinian national aspiration 
for a state back on the agenda 
— a move which will require 
pressing for a renegotiation of 
the DoP. 

— A fourth problem re- 
volves around the interplay be- 
tween the Madrid framework 
and the domestic and regional 
policies of the Arab states. The 
Arab World always accepted 
that the different timing and 
separation of the bilateral 
tracks was likely to be ex- 
ploited by Israel, and that 
there was no guarantee that all 
tracks could reach a negotiated 
solution, let alone on all issues 
at the same time. They have 
therefore constantly reiterated 
their commitment to a compre- 
hensive settlement based on 


U.N. Resolutions 242 and 338 
involving fell Israeli withdraw- 
al and setf-detenninatioa for 
the Palestinians. In the event 
the DoP, though concerned 
with the Palestinian interim 
phase, introduced, a dynamic 
for change in the wider pro- 
cess. For Jordan and Syria, it 
removed past inhibitions over 
moving ahead of the Palesti- 
nians. Neither wants to lose 
out on the political and econo- 
mic benefits to be had from the 
process under way by seeming 
reluctant to join it, although 
both have been careful to keep 
their Arab credentials intact — 
as their withdrawal from the 
bilateral talks after the Hebron 
massacre demonstrated. 


The day after the signing of 
the DoP, Jordan signed its own 
agenda for talks with Israel. 
Subsequently it formed a tri- 
lateral committee with the Un- 
ited States and Israel and 
reached an agreement with 
Israel on banking in the West 
Bank. Jordan’s objectives were 
to win the goodwill of the 
United States and to position 
itself to exert leverage over 
developments on the West 
Bank which will inevitably im- 
pinge on Jordan’s economic 
■and political security. In the 
process it has turned its 
approach to the peace process 
on its head. While the goal 
remains the achievement of a 


just, lasting and comprehen- 
sive peace, the reaching of 


sive peace, the reaching of 
interim arrangements to arrive 
at such a peace is now both 
justified and required. Norma- 
lisation with Israel in the sense 
of fell diplomatic relations de- 
pends on mutually satisfactory 
arrangements being readied in 
all areas that permit a peace 
treaty to be signed. 


President Hafez A1 Assad’s 
moves have been consistent 
with his aim of crafting a lead- 
ership for Syria on the post 
cold war regional map and 
finding a new source of legi- 
timacy for his minority regime 
based on Syria's dvii develop- 
ment. A positive attitude to- 
wards the peace process qual- 
ifies Syria as a partner in an 
American regional design and 
any accompanying economic 
rewards. But Mr. Assad will be 
tough on the basis that Syria's 
claim to the Golan is backed by 
international law, while wait- 
ing to see how the Israeli 
Palestinian track proceeds. 
Moreover. Mr. Assad wants 
Syria to be the key to peace, 


An uncertain future for Indonesia 


against the economically in* 
fluen tial Chinese minority is 
deeply worrying. 

Mr. Suharto has suggested 
before that he would retire, 
and then changed his mind. 
He is unlikely to do so again 
this time, except in dare cir- 
cumstances. By 1998 be wQI 
be 76. More important, milit- 
ary leaders have given strong 
indications that they want 
him to go sooner rather than 
later. He could not be entire- 
ly sore of military support if 
be showed signs of still ding- 
ing to office. 

He has not yet indicated 
bis preferred successor. The 
jockeying for position is 
bound to intensify. B. J. 
Habibie, the minister for re- 
search and technology, is die 
closest confidant of Mr. 
Suharto in the cabinet. He 
has been playing a high- 
profile role for several years 
and has attracted many fol- 
lowers to bis bandwagon 
while pubfidy denying that 


be aspires to the presidency. 
However, he is not liked by 
the military. 

It is almost certain that the 
next leader of Indonesia will 
be an army man. General Try 
Sutrisno, a former armed 
forces commander who 
serves as vice president, 
would probably take over the 
presidency with support from 
the military if it were to 
become vacant for any reason 
before 1998. But General 
Try, although popular, may 
not be strong enough if there 
is a vigorous contest. 

It is not dear who speaks 
on behalf of the armed forces 
these days. There is no longer 
a united military view on 
major policy issues, including 
the political succession. Since 
the departure last year of 
Benny Murdani, the power 
fel armed forces commandei 
and defence minister, no one 
has exerted anything like the 
same influence in the security 
services. 


Genera] Murdani was in- 
creasingly at odds with Presi- 
dent Suharto on several 
issues, mainly over the highly 
visible and contentious busi- 
ness interests of the Suharto 
family, many of whose mem- 
bers are in assodatiou with 
Chinese entrepreneurs. 
General Murdani may yet 
play a king-making role. 

Mr. Suharto has concen- 
trated enormous power in his 
own hands while carefully 
controlling factional and 
grass-roots politics. As a re- 
sult, candidates for the suc- 
cession will have to build up 
support bases within the state 
apparatus, including the 
armed forces, or among 
groups such as activist Mus- 
lims or nationalists, as a sign 
of their political strength. It 
will no longer suffice to have 
Mr. Suharto's backing. 

Indonesia has become 
slightly more pluralistic in the 
last couple of years. Several 
Muslim groups have been 


allowed greater leeway and 
are developing high expecta- 
tions of their future political 
influence. Greater freedom 
of expression has been per- 
mitted in the press, although 
still within tight limits. But if 
tighter social controls have to 


be imposed to guard against 
further anti-Chinese out- 
breaks, it is the Muslim 
groups, traditionally the most 
strongly anti-Chinese ele- 
ments in the country, who are 
likely to be most antago- 


Taiwan and South Korea 
have become democratic 
since the mid-1980s, but In- 
donesia is unlikely to take a 
similar course. The army 
shows no sign of being willing 
to give up much of its capac- 
ity to exercise tight social 
control. The political parties 
Have little cohesion and shal- 
low roots in society. The mid- 
dle class is still small and 
weak, and its political loyal- 
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setting fee terms and endorsing 
the final act, and insists that 
there can be no talk of peace 
with Israel until a comprehen- 
sive settlement is reached. IJe 
can afford to wait in the know- 
ledge that Jordan will not (and 
Lebanon cannot) make a sepa- 
rate peace. There can be no 
comprehensive peace without 
Syria, and Mr. Assad's calcula- 
tion may be that Israel’s desire 
for peace could result in a key 
role for Damascus in extracting 
more generous terms from 
Israel for the Palestinians. 


Conclusion 


After decades of conflict, 
dramatic change is unfolding in 
fee Middle East as a result of 
die Madrid peace process and 
the Oslo accord to which it 
gave birth. Even after Hebron 
and the revenge killing of 
Israelis by Palestinians, the in- 
ternational events which set 
former foes on the course of 
reconciliation — m the case of 
the PLO and Israel a course 
initiated by themselves — re- 
main the same. Both lead- 
erships have an enormous 
stake in success and their peo- 
ples in the hoped-for benefits 
of peace. The international 
community — states, organisa- 
tions and business — has been 
pulled into the process so that 
sufficient interests might be 
harnessed to sustain momen- 
tum when difficulties between 
the parties arise. At the same 
time Israel and Palestinians 
know they have no practical 
alternative, and together with 
Arab leaders also know feat 
their collective failure to see 
the process through, and die 
disappointed expectations this 
would generate, wood play 
into fee hands of the Islamic 
militants and augur a turbulent 
future. 


On this analysis, it would 
seem fair tentatively to suggest 
feat while the peace process 
will be subject to major set- 
backs dud delays, the agree- 
ments so for readied rule out a 
return to the status quo ante, 
and that the qualitative change 
in the perceptions of Israel and 
its Arab adversaries that has 
taken place virtually roles out 
resort to war involving the use 
of weapons of man; destruc- 
tion. Beyond this a healthy 
dose of caution is in order. 
There is no evidence to suggest 
feat Israelis have collectively 
reconciled themselves to living 
within fee 1967 borders or that 
they are under any American 
pressure to do so. At the same 
time there is no prospect that a 
durable comprehensive settle- 
ment can be readied unless a 
just solution is found for the 
Palestinians. The time has 
come for fee United States and 
others to be much more acti ve 
in giving Palestinian and Israefi 
leaden the strength they need 
to cany on and in helping the 
parties satisfy themselves on 
fee practicability and accepta- 
bility of a set of proposals that 
has the potential to meet 
Palestinian demands for inde- 
pendence and Israel’s demand 
for security. For all fee past 
momentum, Palestinian 
opposition to the peace is gain- 
ing and selling the Pal estinian s 
short now would be guaran- 
teed to topple Yasser Arafet, 
undermine fee moderate trend 
he represents and sow the 
seeds of a future Palestinian 
revolt. 


The above is the second and 
last part of an article winch 
was written before the sign- 
ing of the self-rule accord 
between the PLO and Israel 
in Cairo Wednesday. The 
first part of the article, which 
is reprinted from the May 
edition of The World Today , 
appeared Monday. 


ties are divided. 

So much attention wiQ be 
focused on the succession 
struggle over the next few 
years, wife the political influ- 

pnrp anH i>n».— *.*■ _ m 


ence and perquisites of so 

many people depending on 

the outcome, that it is unlike- 
ly much thought will be given 
to the principles at stake in 

oeatuig new or better institu- 
tions to ensure more re- 
sponsible government. There 
is little prospect of a refor- 
mist coalition emerging in In- 
donesia to push for democra- 
tic change. 

Yet without such pr essure 
there is no chance of chant 
"5 ** P ers onalised cotnipt 
style of government. Instead, 
some form of autboritariS 

the armed forces calfinc the 
shots and fee present govern- 
rnent structures still essential 

ly in place. 


wrrer * profe^ aoerhns 

at the Australian National Utd. 
Indonesia. 
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By James FUumery 
Reuter 

JOHANNESBURG — The 

Jrep scars of aparthied bring 
tjtter tears to black victims but 
the legacy of decades of blink- 
ered racism also provokes 
shocked- smiles from liberal 
South African whites and helps 
market traders calculate pro- 
fits. 

A black mother still grieves 
over the injustice of a case that 
made world headlines — a 
white fanner got a suspended 
jap term for the tomire-kfllmg 
of her husband over the deaths 
of two puppies. 

White liberals, their feelines 
of guilt cased by South Africa’s 
historic all- race elections on 
April 26*29, are snapping up 
books that recount some of the 
monies of apartftied — whose 
high priests thought they had a 
hot line to God. 

On the side of Mammon, a 
precious metals newsletter for 
businessmen seeks with a chill- 
ing graph to co-relate South 
Africa’s political killings with 
platinum and gold prices. 
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Saleh: ‘National Identity 9 is a political illusion 


By Adnan Siddiqi 
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BOSTON — ■‘Identity is an 
illusion politicians create to 
hold disparate reality 
together,'’ according to one 
prominent writer in African 
and Arab literature. “Wri- 
ters, by definition, do not 
accept ready-made formula... 
in fact our stock in trade is a 
lack of certainty." 

The words are those of 
6U-year-old Tayeb Saleh, au- 
thor of the novels “Season of 
Migration to the North” and 
“The Wedding of Zein," who 






spoke recently at Boston 
University as the guest of the 
Sudan Studies Association's 
.Third Internationa] Meeting 
here. According to American 
University of Beirut scholar 
Mona Amyuni (a conference 
participant), Tayeb Saleh 
ranks with Egypt's Nobel 
Prize winner Naguib 
Mahfouz among the “leading 
Arabic fiction writers of the 
20th century." 

National identity in the 
case of Sudan, with' its multi- 
ple religions, languages, cul- 
tures and tribes. Mr. Saleh 
suggested, has been shaped 
not only by the "mischievous 
designs” of nationalist politi- 
cians. hut ako by historical 
circumstance. “Imagine what 
it would be like." he told an 
amused audience of over 200. 
“if the French had defeated 
the British in the battle of 
Fashoda... Sudan would have 
had two identities. Southern 
Sudan would be a French 
colony, and Juba might now 
have its own "Boulevard 
Charles de Gaulle."’ 

“It could have been very 
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Seven years ago black farm 
worker Eric Sambo, driving a 
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tractor, accidentally ran over 
and killed two dogs belonging 


,io his white employer. Jacobus 

Vorster. in thr. nnrth«-m Trane. 
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Vorster, in the northern Trans- 
vaal town of Louis Trichardt. 

Vorster and his neighbour 
Petrus Leonard beat and kick- 
ed Sambo unconscious. They 
left him overnight tied to a tree 
and resumed the punishment 
the next day, forcing other 
blacks to take part. The man 
bled to death. 

Leonard was fined 500 rand 
(then $240) for his pan in the 
killing in September 1987. 
Vorster received a suspended 
five-year jail sentence and was 
ordered to pay the dead man’s 
widow 120 rand (then $55) a 
month for five years. 

. The judge said be took into 
account the embarrassment 
Vorster would suffer, and said 
another reason for not jailing 
him was that 44 blade workers 
on his farm might lose their 
jobs. 

This was white-ruled South 
Africa where courts often tre- 
ated Europeans leniently even 
in cases of shocking brutality 
against blacks. 

In the new South Africa, 
where racial reconciliation is 
the theme. Sambo’s widow 
Sarah says of the man who 
escaped so lightly in court: “I 
cannoMbrgjve friar.”- 

£ ‘‘Fof f Ss foog'S’f live the’" 
mere mention of that man's 
name will remind me of the 
pain I had to undergo because 
of my husband’s death." 

Sarah, 42, and her three 
children live in two mountain- 
side huts overlooking the fer- 


ANC supporters celebrate their election victory (AFP photo) 


Apartheid legacies 



replies in the negative. “In 
fact, we have not yel tasted a 
golden era in literature, or in 
anything." He said that the 
leadership in Sudan, even 

E rror to the current regime, 
as “always obstructed" 
realistic fiction, but has failed 
to suppress it. He added that 
up-and-coming writers, such 
as Abduttahi Ali Ishaq and 
Francis Deng, represent a 


pool of “great creative poten- 
tial... ana 1 am not finished 


vet either." 

The African/ Arab novel, 
Mr. Saleh predicts, is on the 
verge of attracting wide read- 
ership in the West, in the 
manner that translated Latin 


American writers like Borges 
and Marques captured the 
imagination in the 19S0’s. “It 
mav be the next wave." he 


said hopefully, “because I 
have a feeling that the novel 


Tayeb Saleh 


emphasise only one part of 
reality.... As a* writer. I find 


different," he added wryly, 
“and we would have lived m 


tears, jokes and profits 


“and we would have lived m 
it just the same." 
wbat then is the true 


identity of Sudan? “I really 
don't know,” Mr. Saleh re* 


these to be overstmplifica- 
tions. useless and 
dangerous." 

Besides ihe fact that there 
are significant Christian 
groups' in the North and 
many Muslims in the South, 
the humanist argued, “there 
is no clear-cut thing as a 
Muslim or Arab or Negro. If 
someone only says T am a 
Muslim’, I hope he under- 
stands what be means." 

Comparing the ruling 
National Islamic Front in 
Khartoum and rebel groups 
in the South, Mr. Saleh said 
they have more in common 


Robert Frost was a particular 
inspiration. "A couple of 
lines (from a Frost poem) 
should be my mono," he 
said: 

‘They shall not come with- 
steed and chariot to chide. 

My slowness with the 
speed, and scare me to one 
side.’ 

Commenting on the verse, 
Mr. Saleh said that “people 
who take sides, on the whole. 


are scared, especially in poll 
deal conflicts like we have it 


tile white farms of Levubu 
where she and her husband 
once worked. 

“You cannot really know the 
suffering of farm labourers un- 
til you are on the farm," she 
told the Sowetan newspaper. 
“Young white children used to 
call me ‘kaffir' and shout at 
me." The word is the South 
African equivalent of 
"nigger. ’’ 

But elsewhere, author Ben 
MacLennan has struck a vein 
among liberal whites with a 
book, “apartheid, the Lighter 
Side" — a collection of true, 
stories illustrating the crass stu- 
pidity or blatant injustice of 
blinkered racism. 

An 80-year-old white man, 
in whose cupboard two Bantu 


girls were found, appeared in a 
Bloemfontein court in 1970 on 
a charge of immorality across 
the racial line. 

He denied guilt and said be 
had shut them in the cupboard 
"for fun". He was acquitted. 

Or a 1966 decision by the 
South African National Coun- 
cil for the blind to reconstitute 
itself on an “apartheid" basis. 

Or a riot policeman's suc- 
cessful explanation in Port Eli- 
zabeth court in 1987 for shoot- 
ing dead a black youth at a 
funeral. “I acted in self-de- 
fence," said Adjutant Officer 
JJ. Erasmus. “They were sing- 
ing in their own language and 
this causes riots." 

A different payoff line is 
carried by a newsletter for pre- 


cious metals dealers which 
says: "The tripling of political 
killings since Mr. Mandela’s 
release in February 1990 has 
seen platinum's (price) pre- 
mium over gold shrink inexor- 


plied to a questioner. “Like 
(Kenyan writer) Ngugi and 
(Nigeria’s) Achebe, I am al- 
ways exploring the meaning 
of identity... Countries — 
like life — are messy, and 
cannot be ordered beyond a 
certain point." 

Although now somewhat, 
removed from the four-de- 
cades-long conflict between 
North and South — he has 
been in exile in London since 
the 1989 coup in Khartoum 
— Mr. Saleh said he remains 
particularly concerned about 
the creation of false dichoto- 
mies by politicians and jour- 
nalists in describing the war. 
The terms "Arab Muslim 
North” and “Christian 
South,” he argued, “over- 


There follows a graph in- 
dicating that as political kill- 
ings rise, platinum’s price lead 
over gold falls, with the com- 
ment: 

“Since this human tragedy 
reflects expectations suppres- 
sed by three quarters of a 
century of apartheid, and de- 
cades of tribal rivalry before 
that, it is unlikely to cease in 
the days before or after Nelson 
Mandela waves a presidential 
wave from the steps of Pre- 
toria’s new parliament." 


than they admit publicly. The 
two elites in both parts of the 


country, he said, “went to the 
same English schools, speak 


the same language, and wear 
the same clothes... in fact 
they are essentially the same 


tical conflicts like we have in 
the Sudan now. They are 
scared, either from things 
they know, or things they 
imagine.... Wars happen be- 
cause of misconceptions and 
reciprocal fears. On the other 
hand. Frost reflects on the 
U.S. as “a society of multiple 
elements, dynamic contradic- 
tions... which is trying to find 


solutions through goodwill. 
His poetry is full of love and 


people. It baffles me there- 
fore that they are so intent on 


fore that they are so intent on 
proving themselves diffe- 
rent." 

In response to a question 


on possible solutions, Mr. 
Salen said “one ought to look 


Saleh said “one ought to look 
to the U.S. example.... 
America is just as variant a 
mixture, yet it is united and 
trying to make diversity 
work. We (Sudanese) are 
not." 


His poetry is full of love and 
goodwill." 

Though refusing to specu- 
late on the future of Sudan, 
Mr. Saleh suggested that 
much of his prose foresha- 
dowed the present: “Some- 
times yon can write' some- 
thing in 1960 which could 


have a feeling that the novel 
in America and Europe has 
become too incestuous, (too) 
concerned with little issues, 
with some exceptions. 

“In the Third World, the 
novel is doing what it has 
been invented to do — to 
discuss the big issues." 

Commenting on the diffi- 
culties faced m the Islamic 
World and the Salman Rush- 
die case, Mr. Saleh said that 
Muslim writers such as 
Naguib Mahfouz and himself 
“have for a very long time 
been challenging certain 
taboos" and been banned for 
doing so. “I don’t really 
know wbat is behind the 
over-dramatisation in the 
West of the works of Salman 
Rushdi. There is no denying 
he is a very talented wnter, 
but this particular novel 
(“The Satanic Verses") is a 
boring novel... a bad work. 

“I have a suspicion that 
this kind of false celebration 
is linked with false notions of 
Arabs and Muslims and the 
Third World in general," Mr. 
Saleh added. “People are 
ignorant, and writers like that 
may merely be confirming 
these prejudices, these pre- 
conceived ideas." 


Among American literaiy 
(ures, Mr. Saleh later told 


IA in an interview. 


years ago, of what is taking, 
place now." 

Has, then, the golden era 
of Sudanese literature indeed 
passed? Mr. Saleh modestly 


On the other hand, Mr. 
Rushdie's right to publish, 
according to Mr. Saleh, is 
indisputable. “I contributed 
to a book, published in 
French, in defence of Salman 
Rushdie," along with other, 
“mainly Arab and Muslim" 
writers defending his right to 
express himself, he told 
USIA. “Practically every- 
body said. ‘Yes, we defend 
his right to speak and we do 
not agree that be should have 
a sentence passed on him’," 
Mr. Saleh said. 


On Serb-Croat 


By S hahr iar Shahid 
Reuter 


front, a woman 
raises chickens, 


and the dogs 


By Dilip Ganguly 

The Associated Press 


VINK OVCI, Croatia — As 
dusk frills on the uneasy front 
line outside her door. Vanka 
Matosevic counts her chick- 
ens, marshals her dog and 
two cats into her bedroom, 
says a prayer and goes to bed. 

The war to the south in 
Bosnia is the focus of world 
attention these days. But 
things hardly have been set- 
tled here in neighbouring 
Croatia, where Serbs and 
Croats fought a six month 
war in 1991 that preceded the 
Bosnian conflict. 

Serbs, Croats and outside 
experts all say it will be very 
difficult to bring peace to 
Bosnia — or to the Balkans 
as a whole — without peace 
here in Croatia between for- 
mer Yugoslavia’s two largest 
ethnic groups. 

Serb soldiers are barely 500 
metres away, across idled 
railroad tracks watched by 
U.N. peacekeepers and cros- 
sed by mangy street dogs, 
from Ms. Matosevic’s two- 
storey bullet-pocked house in 
this town 218 km southeast of 
Zagreb. 

At the ready is the old 
bicycle that saved Ms. 
Matosevic's life when Serbs 
attacked 214 years ago. 

"This is my home and I 
have no intention of moving 
out," says Ms. Matosevic, 55 
and divorced, as she feeds 
com to her 12 chickens. She 
is virtually alone in a desolate 
neighbourhood. 

Sometimes, Croat soldiers 
drop by for coffee. 

In the debris-strewn no 
man's land nearby, one of the 
hottest front lines in the 1991 
war in Croatia, a Russian 
soldier pats a street dog and 
offers him bread. 

The strip is patrolled by 
1.000 Russian and 650 Bel- 
gian U.N. peacekeepers and 
the street dogs roam from 
one camp to another, where 
they rummage through trash 


cans for scraps. 

The doors and walls of Ms. 
Matosevic’s home are scarred 
with bullet holes like the face 
of a small pox victim. Parts of 
the roof and one of the rooms 
took direct hits and caved in. 

Most people did not return 
to this neighbourhood after 
the fighting that broke out 
when Croatia seceded from 
Yugoslavia. 

“I remember the days very 
well,” says Ms. Matosevic, 
patting her dog and two cats, 
her only regular companions. 

“It was July 23. 1991, when 
my house took several direct 
hits, but 1 was not afraid. A 
day later Croat soldiers came 
and told me they were re- 
treating. Even then I stayed 
back, but the night was horri- 
ble and 1 fled later on my 
bicyde." 

The fighting ended in Janu- 
ary 1992, but a third of the 
country still is held by Serbs, 
including Mirkovci across the 
tracks. 

Occasionally, small arms 
fire still punctures the peace 
at night. But a new ceasefire 
agreement was readied in 
March, and Croat and Serb 
commanders are meeting 
under U.N. auspices. 

“We hold regular meetings 
to clear any suspidon or 
doubt between the two par- 
ties,” said Brig. Gen. Willy 
Vandyck of Belgium, the sec- 
tor commander. 

The Mirkovci-Vinkovci 
front is in one of fourso-called 
U.N. protection areas set up 
under the 1992 trace in parts 
of Croatia seized by Serbs. 

Croatia insists it will get 
the land back some day, but 
Serbs say they will never sub- 
mit to rule from Zagreb. 

Ms. Matosevic said she 
does not believe peace will 
return permanently to Vink- 
• ovci, a town of 30.000 people' 
where hardly a building 
escaped damage in 1991. 

But she is going to stay put. 
tend to her chickens and gar- 
den. 


DHAKA — Abject poverty 
and widespread unemploy- 
ment have forced at least 
50,000 men, women and chil- 
dren in Bangladesh to earn 
their bread by breaking used 
dry cells, exposing them- 
selves to serious health 
hazards. 

More than 8,000 families 
across the country, living in 
sub-human conditions, work 
12 hours daily, hammering 
out zinc, manganese, plastic 
and carbon from tonnes of 


dry battery ceils for recycling 
industries. 


industnes. 

“We know this is bad for 
health, and particularly 
causes almost uncurable skin 
disease," said Tajuddin, 18, 
breaking cells at a backstreet 
dump in the Bangladesh 
capital Dhaka. 

“We work seven da vs a 
week for our mahajan (em- 
ployer) who has allowed us to 
live on his land and pays two 
taka (five U.S. cents) for 
breaking per maund (37 kg) 
of batteries," be said. 


“After all, I have a living 
now. The question of health 


or hygiene comes only in the 
second place," said the boy. 


fully coated in battery dust. 

Tajuddin’s family, like 
many others, has been doing 
the job for two decades. Each 
batiery-brcaker earns an 
average of 20 taka (50 U.S. 
cents) a day or an annual 
$182.50. 

That is above Bangladesh's 
annual per capita income of 
$120, but at a high cost. 

“My father died when 1 
was eight. I remember he 
died one morning of severe 



chest pain,'* he said. “People 
said the dust was (he killer." 


said the dust was the killer." 

Tajuddin’s mother Saleha 
Begum, 38, sadly recollects: 
“1 was young and just newly 
married when I migrated to 
Dhaka from a distant village 
trying to find some employ- 
ment. 

“I considered myself lucky 
when 1 was drafted into the 
-army of battery breakers," 
she said. 
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Poverty pushes Bangladeshis to dangerous profession 


then recompress it into bars. 
Majib, 45, a zinc and plas- 


tic burner, said his employer, 
who uses small children to 


Ms. Begum gave birth to 


five children m this com 


pound where they have been 
provided with a shanty. Much 


provided with a shanty. Much 
of the place is buried under a 
thick layer of battery dust 
accumulated over years of 
production. 

The battery breakers say 


they burn the zinc from the 


cells to make a liquid and 


who uses small children to 
collect used batteries, takes 
the lion’s share of the money 
from sale of zinc bars to the 
city’s scrap market. 

Tlie scrap dealers sell the 
anc bars to the aluminium 
industries. 

Tajuddin said the paste of 
manganese and carbon is also 
sold to unauthorised “medi- 
cine manufacturers" who use 
them for making skin oint- 
ments and tooth powders. 


They sell it in open mar- 
kets fully knowing that their 
products can harm, even kill, 
the users, one health official 
in Dhaka said. 

“They do a booming busi- 


kinson’s disease. 

"Using manganese and 
carbon- made tooth powder 

U La 
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or paste could be another 
deadlv hazard for a vast mul- 


titude of 


ness among the poor and of- 
ten keep the unfriendly law 
enforcers off by paying a 
bribe,” he added. 

Experts say long-time exp- 
osure to chemicals like man- 
ganese and inhalation of 
Tumes from the burning of 
battery waste damages 'kid- 


said one 


(the) population." 
of Bangladesh’s 


leading, dentists. Amp Ratan 
Chowdhurv. 


ncys and lungs, weakens 
hones and coninbures to Par- 


Chowdhury. 

He said though the powder 
will have an immediate shin- 
ing effect on the teeth it 
gradually destroys the 
strongest layer on the teeth, 
causing permanent decay. 

Skin specialist Reza Bin 
Zaid said in Bangladesh, 


where 30 per cent of the 110 
million population have some 
kind of skin disorder, the use 
of carbon and manganese 
paste for curing skin disease 
was a serious threat to public 
health. 

Though no detailed survey 
has yet been conducted on 
the use of these extremely 
hazardous ointments it i’s 
feared 80 per cent of the skin 
disease patients apply 
“cheaply available cures'’ 
which cause skin ulcers and 
even cancer, he said. 

A scrap dealer, Noor 


Mohammad, said medicine 
makers buy manganese and 
carbon bars in the black mar- 
ket gnd that a five kg bar 
costs only 20 taka (50 cents). 

There are at least 1,000 dry. 
cell breaking centres across 
the country and the number 
is rising because of growing 
demands for zinc, plastic and 
carbon. 

Health ministry sources 
said they were aware of the 


illegal dry cell industry. They 
did not explain why the gov- 


ernment has not tried to stop 
it. 
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African Development Bank says 
CFA change was missed chance 


NAIROBI (R) — The recent 
50 per cent devaluation of the 
CFA franc should help the 
fogging economies of the franc 
zone, but the African Develop- 
ment Bank (AFDB) said Mon- 
day that the change may not 
' have gone far enough- 

In a special section of its 
1994 development report, pub- 
lished ahead of its annual 
meeting here this week, the 
AFDB said “the recent oppor- 
tunity for change was not fully 
seized'* since the CFA franc 
was not allowed to float freely. 

Its exchange rate remains 
fixed to the French franc, 
albeit at 100 CFA francs to one 
French franc, against the SO to 


one parity that ruled from 1948 
until January this year. 

“An important option that 
was not exercised could have 
called for the floating of the 
CFA with a guarantee of con- 
vertibility, led by France,” the 
AFDB said. 

However, the bank came out 
against any break-up of the 
franc zone, which groups 13 
African countries, mostly for- 
mer French colonies, in two 
monetary zones, plus die Com- 
oros Islands, whose CFA franc 
was devalued by 33 per cent 

“Notwithstanding its short- 
comings, the CFA zone con- 
tinues to represent an impor- 
tant lesson in monetary coop- 


eration in Africa,” die AFDB 
said. 

Dismantling it would be 
counter-productive. “Indeed, 
it may be more useful to ... 
consolidate the two CFA zones 
into a single union, governed 
by a single or coordinated 
monetary policy.” 

The AFDB said the devalua- 
tion was overdue, and “the 
erstwhile unwillingness to de- 
value,” had stalled the adjust- 
ment process in the Fran- 
cophone African countries. 

Since 1986, per capita in- 
come in these countries had 
declined by about 40 per cent 
— “a decline which is compa- 
rable in global terms only to 


that currently being experi- 
enced in the former Soviet 
Union. 

Devaluation, accompanied 
by appropriate incentive mea- 
sures, “should begin to restore 
investor confidence, so as to 
resuscitate dormant industries 
and stimulate new ones,” the 
AFDB said. 

Markets in rubber, cut flow- 
ers, vegetables and leather 
goods could be exploited, it 
said, and tourism might flour- 
ish again. 

Not least, the CFA incomes 
of coffee- and cocao-producers 
would increase, enabling them 
to diversify into a wider range 
of products, it added. 


S Arabia oil industry — building muscle 


RAS TANURAH, Saudi Ara- 
bia (R) — Saudi Arabia says it 
is putting finishing touches to a 
programme that has restored 
its crude ofl output capacity to 
a huge 10 million barrels daily. 

It will give the world a 
cushion of spare supply against 
any disruption elsewhere, say 
Saudi industry officials. 

They explain that the king- 
dom, the biggest oil producer, 
doese not for the present envis- 
age actually pumping more 
than around 8.0 miffion barrels 
— already a third of all the 
output of the Oraganisation of 
the Petroleum Exporting 
Countries. 

Boasting the world’s biggest 
oil reserves, it has maintained 
{Traduction at about tins level 
since it almost doubled o u tput 
in 1990 to meet a shortage 
caused by Iraq’s invasion of 
Kuwait. 

Western diplomats in the 
kingdom also say they believe 
the Saudis are reaching their 
IQ- nrilfi on capacity target, after 
ex pen d iture since reck- 
oned to have been some $15 
billion. 

As the Saudis look to new 
challenges, h owever, a 20 per 
cent drop in crude oil prices 
has now created a need for 
spend i ng restraint at Saudi 
Aramco, the giant stale con- 
cern that operates the pet- 
roleum industry. 

Ofl Minster Hsham Nazer 
looks for “a much more effi- 
cient industry, basically reduc- 


ing costs and increasing in- 
come.” 

David Bosch of Aramoo’s 
planning and policy staff told 
visiting repo rter s recently that 
the company is “trying to defer 
or limit expenditure... in the 
current oil price arena.’' 

A new field in the Rub A1 
Khali (empty quarter]) desert 
may not be developed just yet. 
And {dans to upgrade four 
Saudi Aramco-owned refiner- 
ies are being scaled back or 
reviewed. 

Yet internal demand for 
both gasoline and diesel is 
booming. Gasoline sells at only 
33 U.S. cents a gallon. Diesel 
prices are also kept low to help 
Saudi Arabian farmers who 
grow wheat for export on irri- 
gated tracts of desert. 

Saudi fuel is so cheap it is 
smuggled — on donkeys — to 
Yemen. Bahrainis drive across 
a causeway to fiD their tanks. 

Bids are being sought for a 
partial upgrade of Aramco’s 
Ras Tanurah refinery to cost 
$1.7 billioQ. But no decision 
has been taken on whether to 
replace a destination unit there 
that processed 280,000 barrels 
daily but caught foe in 1990. 

Officials stress that policy is 
reviewed every six months and 
new projects may be 
announced sooner than ex- 
pected, although financial con- 
siderations will be taken into 
acco un t. 

The Saudis are not now 
actually net i m porters of gaso- 


Hne, the officials say. They 
have, however, arranged to 
buy some at world prices from 
the export entitlements of 
Western ofl firms that operate 
three other refineries as 50-50 
joint ventures. 

Internal demand for natural 
gas may also press near present 
supply capacity, at least in 
summ er when air conditioners 
go flat out. Gas is burned by 
electricity generating utilities. 
Mr. Bosch saw limits “cm bow 
much gas we can proce ss right 
now.” 

Aramco’s domestic gas cus- 
tomers also indude factories 
that supply 5.0 per cent of all 
world petrochemicals. They 
too pay low prices and these 
may fail to generate the re- 
venue to invest in more gas- 
gathering capacity. 

At least, however, Aramco’s 
meg^-piojMt to rebuild crude 
oil capacity back to levels last 
seen before the 1980s oil glut is 
now virtually complete. 

Shut-in wells have been 
reactivated. New plant to sepa- 
rate gas from oil have been 
built. So have facilities to 
p ump water into ofl reservoirs, 
to boost well pressure. 

The Saudis say they will top 
up their export mix with 
150,000 barrels daily of pre- 
mium, sulphur-free extra fight 
crude from their new Hawtab 
field early in 1995. And some 
weDs that yield less-valuable 
heavier grades can now be 


mothballed. 

Big money must still be 
spent just to keep the ofl fields 
going. Aramco officials say the 
days when Saudi crude gushed 
from the sand for 10 cents a 
barrel are long gone. Produc- 
tion costs now are “in the area 
of a couple of dollars,” one 
said. 

fort with the capacity prog- 
ramme completed, new cadi 
may become available for 
Aramco to pursue an objective 
of locking in secure outlets for 
Saudi crude ofl in overseas 
markets. 

Strategy is to buy in to re- 
fineries and filling station 
chains around the world in a 
restructuring masterminded by 
Oil Minister Nazer. It aims to 
transform Aramco into a glob- 
al and fully-integrated 
wellhead-to-forecourt oil mul- 
tinational. 

Foreign expansion began in 
1988 when foe Saudis bought a 
half share in Texaco’s refining 
and sales operation in the U.S. 
East and Gulf coast states. 

Aramco has a joint venture 
with South Korea’s Ssangyong, 
has just acquired 40 per cent of 
Piuhppines refiner Petron and 
has talked to Sinochem in Chi- 
na about budding a refinery. 

Hie focus seems to have 
shifted to Aria. Ofl demand is 
expanding most rapidly there 
and die region is already the 
destination of 40 per cent of 
Saudi ofl exports. 


Indian minister defends GATT pact 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — India 
has no alternative but to stay 
within the General Agreement 
on Tariffs and Trade (GATT) 
system to ward off economic 
“blackmail” by more powerful 
trading nations, the finance 


minister said Monday. 

“We must realise that we are 
living in a world of unequal 
political and economic power 
structure,” Mamnohan Singh 
said in a {flam-speaking speech 
in response to opposition de- 


mands that India pull out off 
GATT. 

“And, under the umbrella of 
GATT which en sures free, 
non-disciiniMiitory and equit- 
able trade, India can effective- 
ly deal with the po wer f u l de- 


veloped countries,” the minis- 
ter told a conference . 

His defence of the mold- 
lateral trade system came amid 
a continuing political storm 
over India's signing the GATT 
accord in Morocco. 


Japan current 
account 
surplus 
falls 16.1% 
in March 

TOKYO (AFP) — Japan's 
current account surplus fell 
16.1 per cent from a year ear- 
lier to $15.8 billion in March 
while the surplus for the year 
was up 3.3 per cent to 5130 
billion, the finance ministry 
said Monday. 

Although’ the surplus was a 
record for a fiscal year — albeit 
slightly below the record $131 
billion surplus in the year to 
December — a ministry official 
asserted that the imbalance 
had finally “peaked out” be- 
cause of a stronger yen and 
lower crude oil prices. 

“The total volume of Japan’s 
imports has increased while the 
volume of exports has de- 
creased,” the official said, not- 
ing that foe trade surplus alone 
had grown in the first two 
quarters but was unchanged in 
the last two quarters. 

“So it seems like the amount 
of surplus will not increase any 
more,” be said. “Hie overall 
trend is that the trade surplus 
has peaked out and that furth- 
er increases in the unbalance 
are unlikely.” 

The ministry said the surplus 
in March, which was up from 
$11.9 billion in February, in- 
cluded, a merchandise trade 
surplus of $15.2 billion, down 
0.7 per cent from the same 
month last year. 

Exports grew 5.3 per cent to 
$35.6 bfllion, led by semicon- 
ductors, cars and chemicals. 
Imports climbed 10.3 per cent 
to $20.4 billion, with imports 
of beef more than doubling 
from March 1993. 

The invisible trade surplus, 
measuring services such as 
shipping and tourism, shrank 
58.3 per cent to $1.8 billion, 
reflecting a sharp increase in 
Japan’s travel deficit. 

Hie long-term capital sur- 
plus, measuring direct invest- 
ment, certain trade credits, 
loans and securities transac- 
tions, was more than three 
times higher at a record $21.9 
billion, the ministry said. 

The all-time high reflected 
heavy foreign buying of 
Japanese stocks, which bit 
their third successive Tnonthly 
record. 

For the year to March, the 
trade surplus was up 4.9 per 
cent at $143 billion. Exports 
{pew 6.1 per cent to $356 bil- 
lion dollars despite a decline in 
car exports. Imports climbed 
6.9 per cent to $213 billion, 
boosted by increased imports 
of cars, meat and crude ofl. 


Croatia adopts new currency recalling fascist era 


ZAGREB (R) — Croatia, in a 
crowning act of independence 
from Yugoslavia that has dis- 
tresKd its Serbs and Jews, is 
reviving the cu r rency used by 
the Nazi poppet regime of 
World War 0. 

The kuna wfll replace the 
dinar, inh e rited from Croatia's 
days as a republic erf former 
Yugoslavia, from May 30 — 
Croatian statehood day. 

Croatian authorities regard 
the change as one of the 
finishing touches in Zagreb’s 
1991 break with Belgrade and 
a fitting outcome to their suc- 
cessful anti-inflation program- 
me. 

To allay crit i cism, they cite 
the kuna’s medieval origin as a 
unit of value. It is the Croatian 
word for marten, a forest 
animal whose fur was prized. 

“We should get rid of our 
bang-ups about the (wartime 
period) once and for all,” said 


Ante Klaric who sponsored 
legislation last year to restore 
the kuna. 

Serbs and Jews say it dese- 
crates the memory of forebears 
slaughtered by Croatia's 1941- 
45 Ustasba regime and rein- 
forces doubts about the charac- 
ter of its present democracy 
under nationalist President 
Fianjo Todjman. 

For Slavko Goldstein, a 
leader of Croatia's tiny Jewish 
community, and Milan Djukic, 
head of the Serb minority par- 
ty, the kuna wB not promote 
Zagreb's acceptance in the 
Western World and sends the 
wrong signal to separatist 
Serbs at home. 

“The kuna is offensive to 
everyone with bad memories 
of fa sc ism and that’s most 
European countries, including 
Germany,” Mr. Goldstein 
seaid. “It will barm our rela- 
tions with international institu- 


tions, and not just Jewish 
ones.” 

Mr. Djukic felt the buna’s 
resurrection would raise anew, 
obstacle to reconciliation with 
Serbs who seized a third erf 
Croatia in a rebellion «g««n«r 
its 1991 secession. 

“To bring back the kuna is 
dangerous at a time when talks 
are going on to peacefully 
reintegrate the ( separa tist Serb 
Krajina enclave),” he said. “It 
is an unwise move... remin ding 
Serbs of (genocide) in 1941- 
45.” 

Independent historians say 
Ustasbe leader Ante PaveHc’s 
militia murdered hundreds of 
thousands of Serbs, Jews and 
gypsies before the regime was 
crushed by Yugoslav commun- 
ist partisans under Tito at the 
end of the war. 

After independence, Croatia 
under Mr. Tudjman’s HDZ 
Party, waited to bring back the 


kuna until an austerity drive 
begun last October tamed in- 
flation of near 2,000 per cent. 

Prices are now sinking and 
Zagreb hopes foreign credits 
will start flowing. 

Kuna banknotes, printed in 
Germany, will be in denomina- 
tions of five to 1,000. Croatians 
wfll be able to exchange di- 
nares for Kunas at a rate of 
1,000-to-one until die end of 
1994, without devaluation. 

Croatian national heroes 
and martyrs dating to the Mid- 
dle Ages are pictured on the 
new kuna notes. 

After guiding Croatia to in- 
dependence, Mr. Tudjman 
stirred outrage — mainly in the 
West — by appearing to reha- 
bilitate the fascist past and 
whitewash Ustasha crimes. 

He minimised the number of 
Serb and Jewish victims at the 
Ustasha’s Jasenovac death 
camp, named an ex-Ustasha 


official as ambassador to 
Argentina, and renamed 
streets, schools and squares 
which had been dedicated to 
anti-fascist fighters. 

Ustasha memorabilia is sold 
freely and some Croatian 
troops who tried to grab terri- 
tory in neighbouring Bosnia 
until early this year sported 
“U” badges and flashed Nazi- 
style salutes. 

Meanwhile, thousands of 
minority Serbs in Croatia were 
evicted or firebombed out of 
their homes and sacked from 
jobs. 

Discrimination against 
minority Serbs has abated but 
Mr. Tudjman ketp the kuna’s 
restoration on track . 


Egypt’s first bond issue 
since ’51 oversubscribed 

CAIRO (R) — Egypt’s first corporate boodfone in monthm 
four decades has been three times oversubscribed, the bank acting 

as broker for the issue said Monday. 

A statement from the Cairo branch of Banque Paribas said 
applications totalling 83.68 million Egyptian pounds 524.7 mu- 
lion) had been received for the 30 million pounds issue, which 

dosed Sunday. . _ , 

The five-year bond, issued by the Egyptian-German p j»r- 
maceutical joint venture Hoechst Orient S.A., is the first 
corporate bond issued in Egypt since 1951. .. 

It was given the go-ahead in March by Egypt s Capital Markets 
Authority as part of Egypt’s efforts to reverse decades of 
nationalisation and state control over firms, begun in the 1950s by 
President Garnal Abdul Nasser. 

The bond is priced at 0.5 percentage points above the rate for 
central bank six-months treasury bills, which currently offer 
around 13.5 per cent. , _ 

Officials at the Capital Market Authority hope the Hoechst 
issue will encourage other local companies to use financial 
markets to raise money for expansion. 

Asian beer market 
hopping, to overtake North 
America by 2000 

LONDON (AFP) — Western Europe wfll remain the largest 
mar ket (by volume) for beer, while Asia, excluding Japan, will 
overtake North America by the year 2000, the market research 
group Euromonitor said Monday. 

The London-based group forecast that nearly 50 per cent of 
increased world demand in beer between 1992 and 2000 would 
come from Asia, much of it from China and the developing 
South East Asian countries. 

The fastest growth markets in the bear industry between 
1992 and 1997 will be in Asia, Euromonitor said. 

These include Thailan d, which will see a 169.5 per cent 
increase in consumption followed by the Philippines (69.5 per 
cent), Malaysia (65 per cent) and China with 61.9 per cent 
over the period to 1997. 

In 1992, Thailand consumed 1.87 million hectolitres, the 
Philippines 13.65 million hectolitres, Malaysia 1.37 million, 
and China 84 million hectolitres. 

Growth here will be fuelled by dramatic growth m economic 
activity as well as population growth, the report said. 

The dominance of western Europe and North America is 
being eroded in terms of both volume and value, Euromonitor 
said, predicting that these regions wfll account for less than 41 
per cent of world consumption by the year 2000, compared 
with 48 per cent in 1992. 

The share of world consumption in Asia will rise from 12 per 
cent in 1992 to 18.1 per cent in 2000. 

In 1992, Western Europe consumed 313. 71 mil lion hecto- 
litres, Asia, excluding Japan, 141.24 million hectolitres, North 
America 243.03 million hectolitres, eastern Europe 129.03 
million hectolitres and South America 118.00 million hecto- 
litres. Japan consumed 72.25 million hectolitres. 


Sudan revalues currency 

KHARTOUM (R) — Sudan has raised die official value of its 
currency by 12.5 per cent against the dollar after giving it a 
boost on the black market by closing loopholes in the 
regulations. 

The government-appointed foreign exchange committee set 
a new buy/sell rate of 350/353 pounds, the government-owned 
newspaper AJ Ingaz A1 Watani reported. 

The newspaper said the pound has risen about 10 per cent . 
on the black market in recent days, to 480 pounds to the 
dollar, after the central bank issued new directives governing 
hard currency dealings. 


Record 
British ,• 
borrowing ; 
points to 
sturdy 
recovery 

LONDON (R) — British con- i 
sumers took on a record ! 
amount of credit in March, ! 
suggesting people remained ; 
confident ahead of a huge in- I 
crease in personal taxes in ! 
April. J 

Figures from the Central. ; 
Statistical Office showed Bri- ; 
tons took on a net £516 million j 
($771.5 million) of new credit, ; 
the highest monthly figure on j 
record and well ahead of the \ 
net £336 million ($502.4 mil- ! 
Bon) borrowed in February. 

Economists, who forecast an i 
average rise in net credit of just ; 
£350 million ($523.3 million), ! 
said the figures suggested foe : 
recovery was proceeding ■ 
steadily. 4l 

“The figures demonstrate 1 
the considerable strength of 
consumer activity in the lead j 
up to April's tax rises and adds j 
to our confidence that even ! 
allowing for the taxes, British 
economic growth will continue j 
strong this year,” said Marian 
Bell, economist at the Royal ■ 
Bank of Scotland. 

Ever since the ruling Con- ! 
servatives moved last Novetn- ; 
ber to push taxes sharply high- j 
er to help balance public fi- i 
nances many economists have : 
been concerned the recovery j 
could be hit. 

But evidence from a range of \ 
economic indicators in March ■ 
and early April appears to sug- ! 
gest consumers are relaxed ab- , 
out the extra £8.0 billion \ 
($11.96 billion) of taxes being > 
levied this year, and are set to > 
spend throughout this year. 

And- with increasing signs ! 
foe residential housing market 
is at last recovering from a ■ 
four-year recession which saw ) 
prices tumble as much as 30 ; 
per cent, economists are confi- i 
dent consumer sentiment wfll J 
prove robust despite higher j 
taxes in 1994. ■ 

British base rates stand, at ; 
5.25 per cent, with little pros- $ 
-peet-of a cut unless consumers ; 
do start to recoil in the face of \ 
the sharp tax increases. 


Copper prices 

hit 13-month 
highs 

LONDON (R) — Copper 
prices, buoyed by increasing 
demand and falling stockpiles, 
bit their highest level in 13 
months Monday. 

However, foe speed of foe 
rise made some traders ner- 
vous. 

At one stage copper prices 
on the London Metal Ex- 
change (LME) hit $2,058 a 
tonne, 

“There is definitely a feeling 
that the market should take 
stock of this rise, and perhaps 
retrace," one dealer 
cautioned. 

Investors in copper have 
taken heart from rising de- 
mand — notably in foe United 
States where industrial de- 
mand is picking up fast — 
falling stocks and an influx of 
speculative interest. 


THIS 15 MY REPORT ON 
THE BUSINESSMAN BARBER 
1 INTERVIEWED. 
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YEARS AGO, HE SAID, 
HAIRCUTS WERE THIRTY-FIVE 
CENTS AND ICE CREAM CONES 
WERE A NICKEL.. 
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FORECAST FOR TUESDAY MAY 10, 1994 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
The New Moon in Taunts is 
accompanied by a Solar Edipse 
and two very positive aspects of 
the Moon trifling Neptune and 
Uranus allowing yon many 
opportunities to break new 
ground and win your bets. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Morning b the best tune to hand- 
le financial matters since later 
the aaxds could not be favour- 
able. Use reason and good com- 
mon sense. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
A good day to concentrate on 
getting ahead in your fine of 
endeavour. Take extra steps to 
please the one you love and you 
wfll get love in return. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Plan your workday well so that 
you don't waste energy and get 
the most out of your efforts. 

Sidestep a troublemaker who 
could make problems. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Go after your personal 
aims vigorously and you can 
surely gain them. Avoid a 
tendency to talk too much about 
a private matter. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) 
Make a point to see higher-ups 
who can assist you in career 
activities. Don’t waste time with 
one who is a pain in the neck 
about some project. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to Septem- 
ber 22) Put a new course of 


action in operation now and get 
esoeDem results. Good organisa- 
tional work is the key to your 
success now. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to Octo- 
ber 22) Morning is the best time 
to handle important business 
matters. Strive to be happier and 
more prosperous in the days 
ahead. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) Come to a better 
agreement with a dynamic 

associate and make the future 
much brighter for both of yon 
and your mate. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 
to December 21) If you are more 
enthused about the tasks ahead 
of you, you can easily gam your 
aims. Relax at home tonight with 
your loved ones. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Make certain an 
important business plan is set up 
nicely so that you can have added 

income in the future for the Iran 
times. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
February 19) An ideal day to 
spend more time on home affairs 
so that everything there is more 
harmonious. Be careful of out- 
sider you meet. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Havinf informative talks 
with associates can result in 
mutual benefits. Avoid one who 
has an eve on your assets and 
bow to drain them. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
9 by Hand Arnold mdMke AigMm 


Unscramble these (our Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 
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WHAT TH= AMATRJR 
ROCKETEERS CALLED 
THEMSELYES. 


Now arrange the dieted letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 
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Yesterday's 


Jumbles: MERGE 
Answer 


(Answers tofnonmrf- 
MEASLY PLURAL 


BYLAW 

Why they stayed away from the boss — 
HE WAS SURLY EARLY 


THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
t Bob 

S Dhror wttti a tank 
10 Da — (musical 
[fraction] 

14 Paradise lost 

15 f>ult of the Itr 

16 Dliy 
17Th0 Yefiow 

Brick — 

IB Sotos 

19 Sen. sub). 

20 Misspeak 

21 Lots of moo la 
23 — andponatm 

25 Lecherous 

26 Cried 
28 Damp 

30 Part at a ugn-on 

31 Morocco's 
capital 

32 Harper VaBey 
gp. 

35 Tale opener 

36 Glossy fabric 

37 Bound 

38 Roger 1 


39 Davis or Mlddter ei9g 4 r« m 



40 Division ot a 
Dante poem 
*t Contract 
*2 Poured down 
43 Mortgages 

45 Irascible 

46 Kama tha next 

49 Rearward 

52 Slver and goU 
sources 

53 Cat — tads 

54 Exclusively 


ItorimM.nc 


M ftpw RtsanM 


8 Wgm-out 
0 Resident of 
ancient Nineveh 

10 Cartvncing 

11 Put — to (stop) 

12 PVik flower 

13 Bacchanalia 

21 Mouse to a 
hawk 

22 History 
24 Up to snuff 


55 Grimm monster 26Kxiofaxva 
58 Pans 27 Yes — (choice 


57 Asterisk 
56 Wain's look 

59 Pitchers 

60 — Uly 

DOWN 
t Student 
response 

2 Redolence 

3 Otari's creator 

4 Goal 

5 Frightened 

8 Apple discards 
7 Army outfit 


*ordsj 

28 Due finish 

29 Theater 
award 

31 Dam it) 

32 SmaHttne 

33 London art 
. Saaary 

34 Like two peea 

38 Vacation 
destination 

37 Cafe au — 

38 PredSecbon 
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Rwanda ’s Coffee industry grinds to a halt 

Africa coffee chief says 
instability threatens industry 


Kampala (R) — Higher 
coffee prices have raised hopes 
of recovery for the indusny in 
Africa but political upheaval, 
poor quality and financial con- 
straints could wipe out any 
gains, the chairman of die 
Inter-African Coffee Organisa- 
tion (IACO) said. 

Richard Kaijuka, also Ugan- 
da's minister of cooperatives, 
trade and marketing, told Reu- 
ters that output was still falling 
for the moment, and Africa's 
share of global coffee trade has 
fallen to 20 per cent from 30 
per cent in the 1970’s. 

"Prices have risen beyond 
anyone's imagination. We've 
had a remarkable turnaround 
in the industry. It has been 
unprecedented,” Mr. Kaijuka 
said in an interview. 

Mr. Kaijuka spoke to Reu- 
ters Friday, after news that 
coffee prices had continued 
their relentless rise, jumping 
more than eight per cent to the 
highest level in five years. 

The minister said the current 
price trend would enable Afri- 
ca to recoup some losses incur- 
red since a market-regulating 
coffee pact collapsed in July 
1989. 

Producers then flooded the 
market with coffee pushing the 
price down to historic lows, 
leading some fanners to aban- 
don their coffee crops. 

"At this trend (good prices) 
we could easily recover some 
losses, but not all of them,” he 
added. 

Economists say Africa lost 
up to $1 billion a year in coffee 
earnings after the price crash in 
1989. 

Mr. Kaijuka said shortage of 
stocks aside, coffee prices had 
risen largely due to a retention 
scheme agreed by producers in 
Uganda in October last year to 
keep up to 20 per cent of their 
exports off the market. 

“We have demonstrated 
that even we producers can. 
change the way things are nor- 
mally bandied. The present 
price levels would never have 
been achieved had we left 


things in the hands of consum- 
ers,” he said. 

Economists and industry ex- 
perts say the rise in prices 
would boost Africa's earnings 
for this year from 1993’s SI 
billion to between Si .4 and 
SI. 8 billion this year. 

But Mr. Kaijuka said the 
gains in coffee prices were 
threatened by political instabil- 
ity on the continent, 
poor coffee quality and 
financial constraints resulting 
from structural adjustment. 

"Instability remains a major 
challenge to the coffee industry 
in Africa. It has contributed 
heavily to low production and 
poor quality,” Mr. Kaijuka. a 
former banker and leading 
businessman, said. 

He declined to name the 
countries but officials said he 
was referring to war in neigh- 
bouring Rwanda and chaos in 
Burundi, Angola and Zaire — 
all producers of coffee. 

Mr. Kaijuka said IACO 
would work out a mechanism 
by which to monitor the quality 
of coffee, presently done by 
individual countries. 

Meanwhile, traders say that 
Rwanda's mainstay coffee in- 
dustry. ravaged by a tribal 
bloodbath and war between 
rebels and government forces, 
has completely collapsed. 

The traders said functions at 
the partly state-owned 
Rwandex-miUer and sole ex- 
porter of coffee — had stopped 
completely after rebels cap- 
tured north and eastern Rwan- 
da. 

“No Rwandan coffee is 
being harvested, no coffee is 
being milled and no coffee is 
being marketed at the mo- 
ment,” a Uganda-based trader 
told Reuters. 

Fighting in the capital Kigali 
has also brought Rwandex 
head-office operations to a 

standstill. 

Farmers should have began 
picking coffee last month in 
readiness for the start of the 
1994/95 season exports in June. 

“But they never started and 


as you very well know- they 
will not be able to do so be- 
cause either they are dead or in 
refugee or displaced people's 
camps in the country and out- 
side the country," a trader 
said. 

The latest conflict in the 
small Central African state, in 
which an estimated 200,000 
people have died, erupted af- 
ter President Juvenal Habyari- 
mana was killed by a rocket 
attack on his plane on April 6. 

Outside Kibungo, a Rwan- 
dan town captured bv Rwanda 
Patriotic Front (RPF) rebels a 
week ago, a Reuters corres- 
pondent saw abandoned coffee 
.fields. Most were becoming 
overgrown with weeds. 

The fighting has also des- 
troyed warehouses and milling 
plants. The southern coffee- 
growing area of Butare — 
where most of Rwanda's prime 
coffee is grown — has seen 
some of the worst violence in 
the fighting, the traders said. 

Marketing of coffee was 
brought to a complete halt 
after the RPF captured the 
border town of Rusumo last 
week, depriving the industry of 
its only remaining reliable land 
export route through the port 
of Dar Es Salaam in neigh- 
bouring Tanzania. 

Other reliable export routes 
through Uganda closed down 
two years ago when the rebels 
first drove out government 
troops from northern Rwanda. 
There is still an export route 
through Burundi, but instabil- 
ity in that country meant no 
smooth transportation of the 
crop can be guaranteed, trad- 
ers said. 

“It’s what I call a complete 
collapse. You cannot call it 
anything else,” another trader 
based in the Kenyan capital 
Nairobi told Reuters. 

Last month, traders said out- 
put in Rwanda would fall be- 
low the 1994/95 estimated 
levels of 28,000 tonnes. But 
most now agreed it is unwise to 
even talk about figures at the 
moment. 
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Primary market retains vividness 
as organised market of AFM 
slumps in first quarter of ‘94 


By Samir Shafiq 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — As die uxal value of shares issued at the 
primary market was rising in the first quarter of this 
year, the trading volume at die organised market of 
the Amman Financial Market (AFM) was declining.' 

According to die AFM*s Monthly Statistical Bulle- 
tin for the month of March, the total value of shares 
issued at the primary marled during the January- 
March period of 1994 was JD 752 million, 288 per 
cent higher than the JD 19.4 million r e co r ded in the 
first quarter of 2993. 

A breakdown by each month shows JD 36.4 million 
(JD 12.5 minion in 1993) in Jammy, JD 26.5 million 
(JD 4.8 million) in February and JD 12L3 mOlioa (JD 
2.1 miUkm) in March. 

There were neither development nor corporate 
bonds issued during the periods un de r review. 

Organised market 

Trading at the organised market during the first 
quarter of this year was 19.5 per cent, or JD 43.6 
miUkm, below the volume achieved in the January- 
March period of 1993. In ocher wends, the total 
trading volume at the end of March 1993 was JD 223.4 
million, while the total fignre for the first three 
months of 1994 was JD 179.8 million. 

The drop was most proaounced in January when the 
fan amounted to JD 37.7 million or 85 per cent of (he 
total decline. The remaining loss came m February as 
the fall amounted to JD 72. miUkm, or 15 per cent. 

Number of shares 

Regarding the number of shares traded, all fim 
three months of this year showed a decline, the figures 
being: 24.9 millioo shares (35 3 million shares) for 
January. 14.2 million shares (15.7 million shares) for 
February and 12.5 million shares (12.8 minion shares) 
for March. 

On a quarter to quarter basis, the drop in the 
number of shares traded was 12.3 million shares as the 
total for the first three months of this year amounted 
to 51.6 million shares while the total for the some 
period of 1993 ws 63.9 million shares. 

Number of co nt racts 

During January-Mardt this year, a total of 72,708 
contracts were executed, 4,077 less than the first 
quarter of last year. 

On a monthly basis, the number of contracts for 
1994 was 32,552 in January (36,680 in January 1993), 
20,798 contract s in February (21,565 co n tracts) and 
19358 contracts in March (18340 contracts). 


An analysis of the trading volume and number of 
lector in the 
following: 


shares by sector in dm first quarter of 1994 and 1993 
reveal the 


A) Banks and 


sector: 


Trading volume in the first quarter of this year was 
88.5 per cent higher than the volume of first quarter 
1993; the amount stood at JD 88.4 million, compared 


to JD 465 million. Also, in terms of the number of 
shares traded, the figure for the first three months of 
this year stood at 26.6 million shares, 129 per cent 
above the comparable period of last year when the 
figure was only 11.6 million shares. 

The number of contracts in this sector stood at 
33,807 (13379 in 1993 first quarter). 

B) Insurance sector: 

Contrary to the banks and finance sector, the 
activity in trading shares of insurance companies was 
higher in the first quarter of last year, as me volume 
amounted to JD 11.6 million and me number of shares 
to 3.1 millioo through 4.003 contracts. 

During Jaruuuy-March 1994, the volume, number 
of shares and number of contracts were far lea than 
the same period of 1993, at JD 33 million, one million 
shares and 1.243 contracts. 

O Services sector: 

The gap was as wide in this area as in the previous 
two categories since the figures for the first quarter of 
1994 were less at JD 23.4 mOtion (JD 27.0 million) in 
volume, 8.4 miUkm shares (12.3 million shares) in 
number of shares and 12,880 contracts (13,776 con- 
tracts) in number of contracts. 

D) Industrial sector: 

Worst hit in the first quarter of this year was trading 
zn industrial shares as it recorded a JD 64.4mjmon 
volume, a of 53.3 per cent from the JD 137.8 

million in the corresponding period of 1993. 

The in the number of shares traded was 

similar, falling to 15.6 million shares from 36.8 million 
shares, or a 57.7 per cent decline. Also dropping was 
the number of contracts which declined by 453 per 
cent to 24,778 contracts from 45.427 contracts. 

DaOy averages 

Another manifestation of foe low activity during the 
first three months of this year could be noted in the 
daily tratfing averages which recorded JD 3.0 million 
in volume (down from JD 3.6 million), 844,945 in foe 
number of shares (down form 1.0 m3lin shares) and 
1,198 contracts (down from 1,250 contracts). 


Bookvalne and 
market capita Hsatfam 

In a table shown in the AFM Monthly Statistical 
Bulletin, the total bookvahie of foe listed companies 
ax foe organised market amounted to JD 1,450.2 
million while the total market capitalisation stood at 
JD 3325.0 million at the end of March 1994. 

A breakdown by sector shows (1) banks and finance 
sector haring a bookvahie of JD 686.9 million and a 
market capitalisation of (JD 1,498 million), (2 \ insur- 
ance sector haring a bookvalne of JD 35.0 miffin (JD 

85.2 millioa), (3) services sector with a bookv ahie of 
JD 83.6 million (JD 227.6 millio n) and (4) industrial 
sector with a bookvalue of JD 644.8 million (JD 

1.714.2 mOfion). 

At the end of March 1993, foe total bookvahie of 
the various sectors was JD 1,190 million, but foe 
'market capitalisation was JD 2354.4 millio n 
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FOR RENT & SALE 

Many villas and apart- 
ments' furnished or unfur- 
nished. 

For more details call: 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel. 810605/810609/810520 
Fax: 810520 
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Security, Hospitality 
& Gastronomy 


La vie beautu 
center 

for Facial cleansing. Massage, 
Sugaring, Waxing JVail Care 

, Make-Up And Bridal 
Make-Up. 

We use the best French Cosmedet 
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femand aubry 


Reservation & Information 
Urn Uthainah - Tel.: 661217 


Budget 


The Official Car & Truck 
Rental Company 

WorldCupUSAM 


Tel =698 131 
Fox =673 312 


Re:il Chinese Cuisine 
and Great Far Eastern 
Atmosphere . 
Open for Lunch & 
Dinner 6 days 
a week 


PUB 

Sports & programmes 
Live Via Satellite 
7 days a week 
4p.m. till 12 p.m. 
and the kamikazis 
are always 1 J.D. Each 


Jf*- ^ Uft/H* 
'Vj' 1 

2nd. Circle- Jabal Amman 
opp. French loaf 

Tel.653482 Jfcu 
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Tbt Flnt CbM Hotel in 
Amman that has a , 
KHdwnette in every roam_I 
"Satellite T.V. Reception" . 


DA1EOTEL 


Amman - Tel. 607193 
P.O.Box 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23868 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates pnd 
Bus i nessmen 


/ CHEN’S N 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers’ Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbsque lor 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 

specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 p.m. 

6 JO - Midnight 

V Air Conditioned Hall / 



The flnt & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

isi Circle Jabal Amman, near 
Ahhyyah Girls School 

TakaauayhawiaU* 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 

p.m. 

7:00 — Midnight 

Tel. 639068 


12 am -V. Late 
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Deluxe V3as and Apartnenf s 

in Amman. 

For farther detials please call 

SANABLE REAL ESTATE 

TEL: 864230 FAX 864231 
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Take away Is available 

Shat M-Arab Street 
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@ Superior Hotel Services Tor 
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& Evenings 
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STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality id 
1 Hour Service' 

Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

• JUMBO photo 

sbtm 30 % larger 

• From onlargo - 
moot 20 x 30 cm 

Shmdsani - Opp. GrindUys 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh td: 823891 


Cleaning Services 
Every Day 


fast, (ffieieni, and 
professional Cleaners 



Phone 60467 1 
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George Peppard 


Georg© 


LOS ANGELES (R) — 
George Peppard, who starred 
as a romantic leading man in 
the film classic Breakfast At 
Tiffany's but may be best re- 
membered as a mercenary in 
the hit TV series The A-Team, 
has died of pneumonia. He was 
65. 

Peppard, once a two-pack-a- 
day smoker, died Sunday night 
after suffering “respiratory 
complications” at the Universi- 
ty of California at Los Angeles 
Medical Centre, hospital offi- 
cials said. He was admitted last 
week with breathing problems. 

Peppard had quit smoking in 
1992 when doctors removed a 
cancerous tumour from his 
right lung he bad been in re- 
mission. 

In a career spanning more 
than three decades, the tall, 
silver-haired actor appeared in 
29 films, playing everything 
from a cool-headed detective 
to a dashing Sying ace. He 
often lamented being typecast 
as tough, un reeling character. 

But among the younger gen- 
eration, Peppard is best known 
as Colonel John Hannibal 
Smith, fearless leader of die 
A-Team, a band of do-good 
mercenaries who wreaked 
more carnage in prime-time 
than any series during their run 
in the 1980s. 

Born in Detroit the son of a 
| building contractor and an 
opera anger, Peppard worked 
at odd jobs on Wall Street and 
drove a taxi so be oould afford 
to pay for lessons in “method 
acting” from legendary acting 
teacher Lee Srrasberg, 

He was so confident of im- 
mediate success that be de- 
manded an unlisted telephone 
number, but be bad to reply 
mostly on bit parts until he 
began receiving bigger roles in 
television dramas and on 
Broadway. 

Peppard made his film debut 
in The Strange One in 1957 
and then appeared in Pork 
Chop (£0 in 1958 and Home 
From Hie Hill in 1960. 

But his big break came when 
he was cast opposite Audrey 
Hepburn in Blake Edwards' 
1961 classic Breakfast At Tif- 
fany's, playing the wealthy 
charmer who sweeps a small- 
town girl off her feet on her 
trip to New York. 

As his film career waned in 
the 1970s, Peppard returned to 
television. 

He starred in the NBC de- 
tective show Banacek from 
1972 to 1974 and the medical 
drama Doctors' Hospital from 
1975 to 1976. 

Only 16 days into filming the 
pilot for Dynasty, which would 
go on to become one of televi- 
sion’s biggest hits, Peppard 
was replaced by Jon Forsythe 
in the role of multimillionaire 
Blake Carrington. He was 
rumoured to have bad creative 
differences with the series's 
producers. 

Just when he thought he 
would end up on the dinner- 
theatre circuit, Peppard was 
offered what be called “one of 
the best roles of my career” — 
commanding the A-Team. 
•NBC introduced The A- 
Team in 1983 and it quickly 
became the network's most 
popular series of the season. 

But it was slammed by the 
critics and the National Coali- 
tion on Television Violence for 
what they said was a display of 
mayhem unmatched try any 
other prime-time series — 34 
acts of violence per hour. 

but the series, which also 
starred jewelry-bedecked ac- 
tion hero Mr. T. was a huge 
success with viewers. It stayed 
on the air until 1986 and re- 
mains popular in syndication 
worldwide. 

“What matters is what the 
show, as an excuse in escapism 
and entertainment, means in 
terms of service to people," 
Peppard once said in defence 
of the series. 

Among his other film credits 
are How The West Was Won, 
The Carpetbaggers, Operation 
Crossbow, The Blue Max, 
House Of Cards, The Execu- 
tioner, Damnation Alley and 
Five Days From Home, which 
he also directed. 


U.N.: Serb arms still 


present in Gorazde 


SARAJEVO (R) — The com- 
mander of United Nations 
troops in Gorazde said Mon- 
day lie believed the Serbs still 
had heavy weapons within the 
20 -kilometre weapons exclu- 
sion zone around the Bosnian 
Muslim town, in defiance of a 
NATO ultimatum. 

“I am quite certain that 
there are still heavy weapons’ 
being held within the zone,” he 
said by radio link from 
Gorazde. 

A three-week Serb assault 
on the town ended last month 
after NATO threatened the 
Serbs with air strikes. 

Under the agreement ending 
the fighting, the Serbs were 
meant to pill all their forces 
bade from a three kilometres 
zone around the town and re- 
move all their heavy weapons 
from the 20 -kilometre zone or 
face air strikes. 

The U.N. commander in 
Gorazde, Lieutenant-Colonel 
David Sauta-OlaLla, said die 
Serbs still had between 100 and 
150 police in the tbree- 
kilometre zone. 

U.N. officials say the police 
are in fact soldiers who have 
just changed their uniforms. 

U.N. Protection Force 
spokesman Eric Chaperon said 
Bosnian Serb leader Radovan 
Karadzic had assured the 
U.N.'s head of dvil affairs 
Sergio Vieira De Mello at the 
weekend that the troops would 


U out of the Muslim endave 
it nothing happened. 

“We are still waiting for the 
movement,” Maj. Chaperon 
said. 

He said die Serb police, 
known as Militia, were actually 
soldiers who had changed their 
green uniforms for blue and by 
their presence in the zone were 
in breach of the terms of the 
Gorazde ceasefire agreement. 

“These militia are not in fact 
real policemen,’' Maj. 
Chaperon said. 

Bosnia’s Muslim-led govern- 
ment has refused to restart 
peace negotiations with the 
Serbs until they folly comply 
with the NATO ultimatum for 
them to withdraw. 

Meanwhile, U.N. forces in 
the Bosnian capital have failed 
to locate a Bosnian Serb tank 
secreted in a Sarajevo suburb 
since late Friday, Maj. 
Chaperon said Monday. 

U.N. military observers con- 
tinued to patrol the Grbavica 
sector, and if the tank was 
found UNPROFOR would go 
and fetch it, Maj. Chaperon 
said. Another U.N. officer 
noted the Serbs were letting 
very few military observers 
into the area. 

The tank, probably a T-34, 
disappeared late Friday while 
being transported on a truck 
from Bosnian Serb headquar- 
ters at Pale in violation of the 
20- kilometre (12.5-mile) exclu- 


sion zone ordered by NATO to 
bar heavy weaponry around 
Sarajevo. 

Maj. Chaperon reported ris- 
ing tension at Mostar in the 
south, and some mortar fire at 
Celic and Visoko in die north- 
east. 

Russian nationalist politician 
Vladimir Zhirinovsky said 
Sunday that if Russia was 
asked it could send enough 
troops to restore order in the 
Balkans in a month. 

The leader of the Russian 
Liberal Democratic Party told 
a news conference after arriv- 
ing in Belgrade that he was 
agains t military intervention in 
the two-year-old war m the 
former Yugoslav Republic of 
Bosnia. 

But he added dial “at the 
invitation of the Yugoslav and 
Serb side” Russia could send 
“a powerful contingent of 
100,000 to 300,000 troops, and 
maybe more, which could res- 
tore order in the Balkans with- 
in a month." 

Mr. Zhirinovsky will meet 
several politicians before he 
leaves Tuesday. They include 
Bosnian Serb leader Radovan 
Karadzic. 

In a seperate development, 
Croat and Muslim negotiators 
Monday begun a third round of 
U.S.-brokered talks on setting 
up a Bosnian Federation and 
seemed to be heading for 
agreement. 


Angola rebels lose provincial capital 


LISBON f R) — The Angolan 
rebel movement UNITA has 
acknowledged the loss after 
fierce fighting of Ndalatando, a 
provincial capital in northwest- 
ern Angola, but it played down 
the strategic importance of the 
battle. 

UNITA said in a statement 
faxed to Reuters from 
Washington at the weekend 
that the capital of Cuanza- 
North province, 250 kilometres 
east of Luanda, fell to govern- 
ment forces last Wednesday. 

But it quoted UNITA’s rep- 
resentative in the United 


States, Jardo Muekalia, as 
saying: ‘Towns have changed 
hands often in the course of 
fighting between the two 
rides... neither ride can win a 
military victory.” 


ment radio said was in army 
hands. 


“The government’s taking of 
Ndalatando does not change 
the fact that the Angolan con- 
flict can be resolved at the 
negotiating table," Mr. 
Muekalia said. 


UNITA (National Union for 
the Total Independence of 
Angola) has been fighting a 
bush war since independence 
from Portugal in 1975. A 1991 
peace agreement fell apart 
after UNITA rejected its de- 
feat in U.N.-supervised elec- 
tions a year later. 


UNITA radio reported Sun- 
day that heavy clashes were 
still taking place in and around 
Ndalatando, which govem- 


The United Nations has 
been mediating fresh peace 
talks between UNITA and the 
government in Lusaka since 
last November. 


Rwandan rebels push for 
Kigali in heavy fighting 


NAIROBI (AP) — Rebels 
stepped up their push for the 
Rwandan capital Monday, 
pounding government posi- 
tions near the airport and on 
the eastern ride of Kigali with 
an intense barrage of heavy 
artillery and mortar fire. 

One round exploded on tbe 
airport tarmac, forcing U.N. 
officials to turn back a relief 
flight en route from Nairobi 
and close the airport, said 
U.N. spokesman Abdul Kabia 
in Kigali. 

Intense fighting also was re- 
ported near Rubengeri in the 
northwest, where U.N. offi- 
cials say the rebels are advanc- 
ing despite stiff resistance from 
government forces. 

Maj. Gen. Paul Kagame, 
chairman of the rebel Rwan- 
dan Patriotic Front (RPF), said 
earlier that the lull in fighting 
around Kigali was to give the 
rebels time to consolidate their 
positions near Ruhengeri. ab- 
out 75 kilometres from Kigali. 

Rebels also were driving on 
Bugesera and Kanzanze, about 
25 kilometres southwest of 
Kigali. 

The fighting between the 
majority Hutu, who dominate 
the army and the government, 
the and minority Tutsis, who 
lead the rebel movement, be- 
gan after the president died in 


a plane crash in Kigali on April 
6 . The president of neighbour- 
ing Burundi also died in the 
crash. Both men were Hotus. 

In the past month, some 
100,000 to 200,000 people have 
been killed, and 1.3 million 
have fled their 1 homes, accord- 
ing to the United Nations and 
aid agencies. About 300,000 
have fled to four neighbouring 
countries. 

Rebel guns Monday morn- 
ing shattered the eerie calm 
that had descended on the 
capital Sunday after five days 
of intense fighting that saw the 
rebels make substantial gains 
in Kigali. 

“They are using very, very 
heavy artillery,” said Mr. 
Kabia. “The blasts shake all 
tbe buildings around where 
they hit.” 

Besides closing tbe airport, 
the shelling also has disrupted 
the delivery of food to 
thousands of displaced people 
under U.N. protection in tbe 
capital. 

Mr. Kabia said the rebels 
contend that ethnic massacres 
of Tutri civilians are continuing 
in tbe countryside in parts of 
southern Rwanda still control- 
led by the government. 
However, he said, U.N. obser- 
vers cannot get access to the 
areas and cannot confirm . 


Pyongyang accuses Seoul 
over weapons ‘provocation’ 


Cuban 

pilot 

diverts 


plane to 
Miami 


TOKYO (AFP) — North 
Korea Monday accused the 
South Korean authorities of 
carrying out “a grave military 
provocation" by sending heavy 
guns and soldiers into the buf- 
fer zone between the rivals. 

The official Korean central 
news agency (KCNA) said a 
South Korean armoured vehi- 
cle had entered the demilita- 
rised zone Sunday and its gun 
was in a firing position facing 
North. 

The agency added, in a de- 
spatch monitored in Tokyo, 
that on May 1, May 3 and May 
4, recoilless guns and heavy 
machine guns were set up. 

It accused the South Korean 
army of embarking on “a war 
frenzy” on May 5 by firing 70 
rounds of ammunition from a 
heavy machine gun. 

The following day “hun- 
dreds of armed bandits” took 
part in “a frantic war exercise 
against the North.” 

Meanwhile, China has 
assured South Korea and the 
United States that it would f 
take “resolute measures” 
against North Korea if it broke 
its pledge dot to develop nuc- 
lear arms, the Mainichi news- 
paper reported Monday. 


The newspaper, quoting a 
senior U,S, official, said the 
no-bomb pledge bad been 
made by North Korean Presi- 
dent Kim IFSung when he met 
with China’s paramount leader 
Deng Xiaoping during a visit to 
China in October 1991. 

The pledge has been made 
known by a Chinese leader to 
South Korean President Kim 
Young- Sam and Robert Gal- 
lucci, the U.S. assistant secret- 
ary for political and military 
affairs, when they visited Beij- 
ing recently, the U.S. official 
said. 

In a separate development. 
South Korea appealed Monday 
for North Korea to resume 
stalled Red Cross talks on 
arranging reunions of families 
separated since the Korean 
War. 

The appeal came in an 
address by Kang Young-Hoon, 
president of the South Korean 
Red Cross, at a ceremony 
marking “World Red Cross 
Day.” 

Mr. Kang said North Korea 
should unconditionally resume 
talks to allow exchanges of 
hometown visits by elderly pa- 
rents across the heavily forti- 
fied border. 


MIAMI (R) — A Cuban com- 
mercial airline pilot flying 16 
tourists to the Bahamas locked 
himself in the cockpit and di- 
verted the plane to Miami, 
where the pilot asked for poli- 
tical asylum Sunday, federal 
agents said. 

The Cuban airliner landed 
about 5:15 p.m. edt (2115 
GMT) at Miami International 
Airport, the latest in a string of 
Cuban-owned military and 
commercial aircraft that have 
fled to Florida. 

The 16 passengers aboard 
the plane were described as 
vacationers, who were on a 
scheduled flight from Havana 
to Nassau, Bahamas, a spokes- 
man for the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation (FBI) said. 

The group of passengers, 
who had initially been de- 
scribed by agents as British and 
Canadian tourists, were later 
identified as five Bahamians, 
five U.S. citizens, two Italians, 
two Spaniards, one Canadian 
and one Colombian, the FBI 
said. 

Also aboard were the Cuban 
pilot and six crew members. 

The airplane, bearing the 
Cabana logotype, was a 
Soviet-made twin-engine 
turboprop AN-25 RV, is a 
commercial craft that can hold 
up to 30 passengers, federal 
agents said. 

The 16 tourists were re- 
leased by officials late Sunday 
to continue their vacations, the 
FBI said. 

The pilot, Basitio Garda- 
breto, was turned over to the 
U.S. Immigration and Natur- 
alisation and he’ll be released 
to her sometime tonight,” said 
INS spokesman Lemar 
Wooley. “The rest of the crew 
apparently wants to fly the 
plane back.” 

Federal agents said the pilot 
used a screwdriver to lock tbe 
rest of the crew out of the 
cockpit in order to divert the 
plane to Miami. 

“There was no one in the 
cockpit but the pilot. He used 
no violence, but merely flew 
the aircraft.” said FBI spokes- 
man Paul Miller. 

A brief scuffle broke out 
between the pilot and his crew 
after landing in Miami, but 
U.S. officials quickly broke it 
up, according to witnesses 
quoted on local television. 

After landing in Miami, 
some members of the Cuban 
crew apologised for the pilot's 
actions, passengers said. 



Gay soldiers: U.S. 
military misuses 
new policy » 


Panamanian presidential candidate Ernesto 
Peres Balladares (left) accompanied by his wife 
Dors, greets supporters at his Panama City 
headquarters after declaring victory in Pana- 


ma’s first presidential election since the U.S. 
invasion that toppled Manuel Noriega (AFP 
photo) 


Perez Belladares declares victory in Panama 


PANAMA CITY (R) — Weal- 
thy businessman Ernesto Perez 
Balladares was headed for vic- 
tory in Panama’s presidential 
elections Sunday in a stunning 
comeback for his party, ousted 
from power by the 1989 U.S, 
invasion of Panama. 

With just over half of the 
ballots tallied, Mr. Perez Ball- 
adares declared victory at his 
campaign headquarters after 
the electoral tribunal showed 
him ahead with 33.3 per cent of 
tbe vote. 

“Hie results we’ve received 
signify we’ve won the elections 
of 1994,” Mr. Perez Balladares 
told a cheering crowd. 

The widow of a three-time 
Panamanian President Amulfo 
Arias, Mfrea Moseoso De Gru- 
ber, of the ruling Alianza 
Democratica had 27.9 per cent 
of the vote, upsetting political 
newcomer and singer and actor 
Ruben Blades who trailed in 
third place. 


‘Tm not accepting anything 
until we have the full results,” 
Mr. Blades, best known to 
American audiences through 
his role in the Hollywood film 
The MHagro Beanfield War, 
told his disappointed suppor- 
ters. 


Police said the general elec- 
tion, the first since the U.S. 
invasion and the freest in near- 
ly three decades, was not mar- 
mi by the turmoil that has 
characterised previous elector- 
al contests in this Central 
American country. 


Tbe silver-haired candidate, 
ni ckname d “file bull” because 
of his bulky frame, distanced 
himself from Gen. Noriega and 
evoked instead the memory of 
a more popular PRD leader, 
the late General Omar Tom- 
jos who ruled Panama through 
the 1970s and 'founded tbe 
Populist Party in 1979. 


“P anamanians are saying tile 
dark days are behind us and we 
are looking to the future,” Mr. 
Perez Balladares said. 

A former finance minister, 
he was the favoured candidate 
going into the election despite 
tiie association of his party, the 
Democratic Revolutionary 
Party (PRD), with ousted 
strongman Manuel Noriega. 


In addition to tapping into 
the PRD’s traditional support 
base in tbe countryside and in 
the lower ranks of the dvil 
service, Mr. Perez Balladares 
wooed workers with a Populist 
platform promising to lower 
Panama’s nigh jobless rate. 


NEW YORK (R) — The first 
two months of the Clinton 
administration's new policy re- 
garding gays in tbe U.S. milit- y*.^ 
ary has made life worse for ^ 
many gay soldiers, the^ New ^ ^ 
York Times reported in its ^ 
Monday editions. The “don't 1-L 
ask, don’t tell” policy was sap- 
posed to allow gay men and ^ 
lesbians to serve without fear 
of prosecution if they kept ^ 
sexual orientation private. But r > s 
the New York Times said gay 
and lesbian soldiers around the 
country told of commanders 
using the broad new authority c~7 
granted under the policy to 
ferret out homosexuals. “The ^3 
early signs aren’t great,” 
Democratic Representative 
Barney Frank told the news- 
paper. The Massachusetts con- , fC 
gressman is one of two openly 
gay members of Congress. The 
newspaper reported that the ^ i9£ 
military services had dis- 
charged more than 125 people 
for homosexuality since the 
new rales took effect, on Feb. 

26, though it added that evi- Tjr 
dence on discharge proceed-. 
mgs remained preliminary and . ^ 
anecdotal. Most wanted, to 

leave the service and involved \ 

administrative discharges, the 
newspaper said. But ah un- 
named senior Defence Depart- 
ment officials told the Newir 
York Times that the Pentagon > 
had concerns about reports of 
“overaggrcssive e nfor ce me nt” 
and had started to prevent -5 
what lie said could be wide- & 
spread violations. *1 


Some voters said they back- 
ed the PRD because they felt 
abandoned by the U.S.- 
mstalled government of Presi- 
dent Guwenno Endara, who is 
widely viewed as having failed 
to root out dug-trafficking and 
corruption in Panamanian poli- 
tics. 


Thailand may 
writeoff 
Schindler’s List 


a 


Yeltsin: Russia should be respected 


MOSCOW (R) — President 
Boris Yeltsin took the oppor- 
tunity of World War H Victory 
Day celebrations Monday to 
warn the world to respect Rus- 
sia and to tell his political 
opponents at home to unite 
with Him to preserve peace. 

“Victory Day was perhaps' 
the happiest day in the 20 th 
century and it was courageous 
Red Army soldiers who 
brought this happiness to the 
world,” Mr. Yeltsin said, 
addressing a grand rally at 
Moscow’s War Memorial. 

“Everyone should remem- 
ber that Russia should be 
addressed with all respect,” he 
added. “It would not accept 
any other language from any 
country in the world.” 

Mr. Yeltsin was speaking to 
tens of thousands of Musco- 
vites, who defied bad weather 
to show np at tiie half-built 
Soviet-era memorial for the 
show, which included an air 
display. 

“I feel a bit awkward," said 


Grigory Pyatchenko, 75, a 
veteran of the Battle of Sta- 
lingrad, referring to the trico- 
lour that has replaced the red 
banners of the Communist 
past. 

“We fought under different 
banners and I don’t think ft’s 
appropriate to replace thenT 
just lute that.” 

Mr. Yeltsin has failed to 
persuade key political oppo- 
nents, including Communists 
as well as some liberal and 
centrist parties, to join a rivfl 
accord pact he introduced last 
month to stop violence return- 
ing to Russian politics. 

Many of Mr. Yeltsin’s foes 
do not hide their plans to 
challenge his power soon. For- 
mer Vice-President Alexander 
Rutskoi predicted Mr. Yelt- 
sin's government would be out 
of power by the time of next 
year’s 50th anniversary Victory 
Day celebrations. 

“The 50th anniversary of the 
victory over fascist Germany 
will be celebrated in complete- 


ly different conditions,” Ekho 
Moskvy Radio quoted him as 
saying. 

“The police, anti-people 
regime will no longer exist.” 

Only a few thousand people 
turned pp at the opposition 
rally spearheaded Jby Mr. Rt 
koi, wbb Wak impris 
his leading role in an anti- 
Yeltsin mutiny in Moscow last 
October and released under a 
parliamentary amnesty in 
February. 

Addressing the official rally, 
Mr. Yeltsin reminded his peo- 
ple tbe Soviet-era purges laun- 
ched before the war by dictator 
Josef Stalin had faded to des- 
troy tbe unity of the people. 

“We were united in tne great 
war. We can be united now in 
dvil peace," Mr. Yeltsin said. 

“Let those who want to rain 
the civil peace remember 
Abkhazia and Nagorno- 
Karabakh,” he added m a re- 
ference to bloody regional con- 
flicts inherited from tbe ex- 
Soviet Union. 


Aristide manipulates rights abuses - report 


NEW YORK (Agencies) — 
Haitian President Jean- 
Beitrand Aristide and his sop- 
porters “consistently” exagger- 
ate or invent human rights 
abuses in Haiti for propaganda 
purposes, according to a cable 
sent by the U.S. embassy in 
Haiti, the New York Times 
reported Monday. 

The cable, sent on April 12 
to U.S. Secretary of State War- 
ren Christopher, said that 
although there is a noticeable 
increase in violence in Haiti in 
recent months especially by the 
police, tiie situation is not as 
desperate as reported locally. 

“The Haitian left, including 
President Aristide and his sup- 
porters in Washington and 
here, consistently manipulate 
or even fabricate human rights 
abuses as propaganda tools,” 
according to the 10 -page cable. 


State Department spokes- 
woman Sondra McCarty said 
the cable was parr of a series of 
communications “intended to 
give a balanced treatment of a 
complex human rights situa- 
tion.” 

U.S. President Bill Clinton, 
citing an alarming rise in poli- 
tical violence in Haiti, said 
Sunday he would end the con- 
troversial U.S. policy of im- 
mediate repatriation of Haitian 
emigrants intercepted at sea. 

The policy change will allow 
Haitians to be screened on 
ships or in third countries to 
determine if their claims for 
U.S. political asylum are valid. 

The White House policy re- 
versal granting Haitian re- 
fugees asylum hearings at sea 
was welcomed in Haiti Sunday, 
even as Haiti’s military ruler 
rejected U.N. efforts to have 


him step aside. 

But as refugee advocates 
were cautiously applauding 
President Clinton’s new 
approach to refugees seeking 
to enter the United States, 
analysts said it could lead to an 
increase in the number of 
would-be emigres. 


Their reaction came on a day 
when Lieutenant General 
Raoul Cedras, in an interview 
with NBC Television, seemed 
to reject a new United Nations 
ultimatum aimed at forcing tbe 
return of President Aristide. 


BANGKOK (AFP) — Thai- * 
land’s censorship board wiU. s 
ban Oscar-wimring Schindler’s 
list unless the film's distributor $ 
cuts a love scene in which 
actors appear nude, a United M 
International Pictures (UIP). 2 
official said Monday. The de-rf 
mand has raised tiie possibility."* 
tiie film will be polled entirely. 
Steven Spielberg’s epic of a w 
German industrialist who *5 
smuggles more than 1,000 Jews 3 
in safety during World War n *1 
-has won raves from critics and sj 
afta r en ; Academy 
eluding Best Picture. But their 
board, citing its standards, for % 
nudity, said that one sCenein' 
which two characters maker- 
love must be left on the cutting 
room floor. UIP, tiie sole dis-^ 
tributor of the film, is bound ^ 
by Spielberg’s unprecedented 
prerequesite that tiie film be'*! 
shown unaltered in any way. £ 
Unless the board changes its!' 
decision, the UIP official said,' ! 
the film will have to be pulled. ^ 
UIP has petitioned the board ^ 
and asked it to reconsider, the 
official added, saying a final — 
answer is expected Wednes- 
day. Spielberg’s exacting stan- 
dards have dashed with Asian 
film mores in several countries n 
already. Malaysia bannedU 
Schindler’s. List, then grud-^- 
gingiy relented. The 
pines censorship board voted " 
to cut certain scenes until Pres- ^ 
ident Fidel Ramos issued a 
decree to show the film in its 

entirety. Indonesia, where 

some Muslim organisations 
contend the film demonstrates — 
morals and actions which ran 
counter to the Indonesian way 
of life, remains undecided. 
Another Oscar-winning film - 
now making the rounds in 9 
Bangkok, The Piano, is being 
shown at its full length, with 
scenes involving nudity 
smeared into obscurity with-* 
petroleum jelly. 


Gen. Cedras told Meet Tbe 
Press it was time for people to 
“get hack to their senses... on 
our side we have always 
favoured dialogue since the be- 
ginning of the crisis. 

“The sanctions are not a 
policy,” he added in French. 


One suspect freed 
after The Scream 
recovery 


Referendum pressure adds to Major’s woes 


LONDON (R) — British 
Prime Minister John Major 
faced pressure Monday to 
promise a referendum on the 
next stage of European in- 
tegration in a desperate ram- 
ble to unite his fractious Con- 
servative Party and shore up 
his leadership. 

Mr. Major was meeting 
senior colleagues Monday to 
plot his strategy for European 
Parliament elections on June 9 
amid speculation that a repeat 
of the Conservatives' rout in 
last week's local council elec- 
tions could cost tbe premier his 
job. 

Backers of a referendum 
covering issues such as Euro- 
pean Monetary Union see it as 
a way to stop the running 
conflict within the Conserva- 
tive Party over Britain’s place 
in Europe. 

“This is the only way to 
resolve this argument. There 
are two wings in the Conserva- 
tive Party who have different 
views on this. This is contribut- 
ing to John Major's own per- 


sonal difficulties, and the way 
out of this is for him to put this 
issue to the people,” said Nor- 
man Lament, whom Mr. Ma- 
jor sacked as chancellor of the 
exchequer (finance minister) 
last year. 

Mr. Major is cool to the 
idea, insisting it would be up to 
parliament to dedde whether 
Britain should join a single 
currency, and the conflicting 
reactions of senior Conserva- 
tives suggest a referendum 
would merely deepen the par- 
ty’s divisions. 

Welsh Secretary John Red- 
wood and Home Secretary 
Michael Howard, the interior 
minister, refused to rule out 
the idea. Tbe two men are 
unenthusiastic about deeper 
European integration. 

But Kenneth Clarke, the 
present chancellor of the ex- 
chequer and a committed 
European, ruled out the prop- 
osal. 

“The difficulty... is that 
when you have a referendum, 
people do not answer the ques- 


tion in front of them," be said 
Sunday. 

Mr. Clarke said this was the 
experience of France and De- 
nmark, which held referenda 
in 1992 to ratify the Maastricht 
Treaty on European Union. 
Denmark, which at first re- 
jected the pact, won approval 
only after it won concessions 
from its 11 EU partners. 


Another pro-European 
member of the cabinet. Em- 
ployment Secretary David 
Hunt, sided with Mr. Qarke. 
He said Monday the question 
of a referendum did not arise. 


Pressure for a referendum 
originated with Conservative 
anti-Brussels “Euro-secpncs” 
who fear a constitutional re- 
view in 1996 of Maastricht MU 
force Britian to surrender 
more of its sovereignty to the 
Executive Commission in 
Brussels. 

But the idea has drawn sup- 
port from some pro-European 
Conservatives and from tbe 
minority Liberal Democrats. 


OSLO (R) — ■ Norwegian 
police said Sunday they had 
released one of three people 
arrested when Edvard Munch's .t 
masterpiece The Scream was K 
weekend. Nation- 1 
al Television said the freed "* 2 
man was an art dealer who had * 
actually helped set up the deli- 
cate sting’ operation which** 
recovered the priceless 1893*^ 
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Atlanta eliminates Miami; 
Phoenix and New York win 
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ATLANTA (R) — The Atlan- 
ta Hawks finally swatted down 
the pesky Miami Heat Sunday 
in the first round of the NBA 
playoffs while the Phoenix 
Sons and NEw York KnicJcs 
palled out tense comeback 
wins in their second-round 
openers. 

In Atl anta. Mookte Blaylock 
bad 13 points, a playoff career- 
high lo assists and eight re- 
bounds to lead the Hawks to a 
102-91 victory over Miami in 
die decisive fifth game of their 
Eastern Conference first- 
round playoffs. 

Kevin wills scored 24 points 
and puBed down 12 rebounds 
to pace the Hawks, who will 
host the Indiana Pacers Tues- 
day in game one of the eastern 
semifinals. Atlanta made it 
past the opening round of the 
playoffs for the first time since 
1988. 

Grant Long scored 11 of his 
22.poi&cs in Che fourth quarter 
aue Brian Shaw and John Sal- 
ley added 17 apiece for Miami. 


wtndi was trying to become the 
second eighth seed in NBA 
history to upset the lop seed in 
the playoffs. 

The Denver Nuggets stun- 
ned the NBA-best Seattle Su- 
personics Saturday to become 
the first eighth seed to do it. 

Blaylock said he watched 
Denver's victory Saturday. 

*Tr put a scare in you,” he 
said. “! realised we couldn't go 
Out and relax.” 

Atlanta shot 48 per cent 
from the field and held the 
Heat to 39 per cent shooting. 
Miami was just 4-for-19 from 
3-point range. 

“We were pretty evenly 
matched, except for the shoot- 
ing percentage,” said Heat 
coach Kevin Lough cry. 

The Heat, making their 
second-ever playoff appear- 
ance. squandered' a two games 
to one lead in the series. 

“When you got somebody 
down, you got to keep them 
down and finish them, have a 


Mike Tyson attitude. ” Salley 
said. "We’ll live live and learn. 
We’ll get it right. Everyone 
expected us to be out in three, 
but we took them to five.” 

In Houston, the Phoenix 
Suns, who trailed by as many 
as 18 early in the game, opened 
the fourth quarter with 23 
straight points and held on to 
defeat the Rockets 91-87 in the 
first game of their best-of- 
seven Western Conference 
semifinals. 

The 13-point spurt, which 
came as the Rockets missed 
their first seven shots of the 
final quarter, lifted the Suns 
into a 74-66 lead. Kevin John- 
son sparked the run with six 
points. 

“We’re veiy excited we pul- 
led it out on the road," said 
Johnson. 

Charles Barkley led Phoenix 
with 21 points and 12 re- 
bounds. Johnson finished with 
20 points and 12 assists. 

Hakeem Olajuwon led the 
Rockets with 36 points, includ- 


ing 2 4 in the second half, and 
16 rebounds. Olajuwon hit 16- 
of-24 shots from the field. 

In New York, the Knicks 
erased a 15-point third-quarter 
deficit to beat the Chicago 
Bulls 90-86 in the opener of 
their best-of-seven Eastern 
Conference semifinals. 

Anthony Mason scored nine 
of his 1 1 points in the second 
half to spark New York's com- 
eback and broke away to net 
the go-ahead layup at 88-86 
with 48.3 seconds remaining. 

“After all the hard work, 
energy, rebounding and hustle 
i finally got an easy basket that 
meant something real big,” 
said Mason. 

The Knicks. who had not led 
since early in the game, tied it 
at 79-79 on a pair of free 
throws by Mason with 5:49 to 
go- 

Patrick Ewing scored 18 
points and John Starks added 
17, including 11-of-ll from the 
foul line, for New York. 



NEWS IN BRIEF 

Go for Gfn heads for preakness 

LOUISVILLE, Ky (R) — Go for Gin, winner of Saturday’s 
Kentucky Derby, will attempt to become only the 12th horse 
to win the Triple Crown by racing in the May 21 Preakness and 
June 15 Belmont Stakes. “He's the Kentucky Derby champion 
and he's legitimate,” said trainer Nick Zito from his barn at 
Ch archil Downs Sunday. Zito said that Go for Gin would 
leave Tuesday for Baltimore to prepare for the Preakness. 
Derby ruimerap Strodes Creek will skip the Preakness, said 
trainer Charlie Whittingham. Go for Gin did not scare off all 
his Derby rivals, however. Five other Derby horses — 
third-place finisher Blumin Affair, fourth-placed Brocco. sixth 
finisher Tabasco Cat, eighth-finisher Powis Castle and Derby 
favourite Holy Bull, who finished a disapointing twelfth — are 
all beaded to Baltimore. 

World title for Canada 

MILAN, Italy (AFP) — Canada, who lost the Olympic final to 
Sweden in a shoot-out, beat Finland on penalties in the world 
hockey championship final here Sunday. Rod Brind r Amour 
had scored a powerpiay equaliser at 55:17 for Canada who had 
beaten Finland 5-3 in the Olympic semi-finals. Esa Keskmen 
scored for Finland on 46:51 as the game ended 1-1 after 60 
minutes and the 10 minutes of overtime failed to produce a 
goal. Finland came bade from two goals down in the first 
penalty shoot-out to tie 2-2 when the Canadians missed their 
last three attempts. But Finland missed the first penalty in the 
■econd series and Canada scored for their first world title since 

i961. 

Romarlo's father freed ed 

RIO DE JANEIRO (R) — Rio police Sunday freed the 
kidnapped father of Brazilian soccer star Romano and 
arrested three of his abductors, toe family said. “Our father 
has been freed, be is on his way home,” Romano's brother 
Ronaldo de Souza told Reuters. Edevair de Souza Faria, 64, 
was kidnapped Monday as be was leaving the bar he owns in 
the northern part of Rfo. Brazilian television showed pictures 
of him soon after his release. Looking tired but otherwise well, 
he told Globo TV: “I'm ok. I'm ok.” Globo TV said three of 
the kidnappers gang, two women and a youth, were arrested. 


Green Tune wins 
French 2,000 Guineas 


PARIS (R) — Green Tune, 
ridden by Olivier Doieuze, 
kept the French 2,000 Guineas 
horse racing classic at home 
Sunday, beating strongly lan- 
ded English raider Turtle Is- 
land by a short neck. 

Turtle Island, ridden by 
John Reid, had sidestepped 
the English Guineas at New- 
market where the ground was - 
too firm, and been re-routed 
for Sunday's longchamp con- 
test. 

After racing at the rear of 
the seven-strong field, slow- 
starting Turtle Island ran on 
strongly in the closing 200 
metres but Green Tune, a 9-1, 
chance was not to be denied. 

Psychobabble, ridden by 
Cash Asmussen, finished third, 
one a half lengths away after 
giving the impression the mile 
(1-6 bn) trip represented his 

stamina limit. 

Green Tone gave jockey 


Doieuze and trainer Criquette 
Head their first success in this 
classic. 

Stylish Delouze, 22. said: “I 
think I won the race on the last 
bend when I decided to stick to 
the rail where the ground was 
better." 

English trainer Peter 
Chapple-Hyam said: “That is 
the second time I have finished 
second in group one race here. 
John Reid felt he was going to 
win until the last strides.” 

Turtle Island may make a 
quick re-appearance in next 
Sunday's Irish 2,000 Guineas. 

Meanwhile, la Germany, Smug: be- 
came the biggest ever British- 
came the biggest ever British- 
trained earner when finishing 
fourth in the Coronation Cup 
in Cologne to Monsun. 
Snurge, the 1990 English St. 
Leger winner, has now won 
over £1.18 motion (S1.77 mil- 
lion). 


OFFICE BUILDING 


A Modern ” 5 " storey \ Office Building 


DUTY FREE 

Renault 25 - V 6, 1988, full options. 

Burned Under Hood 
Sell as parts 

- Mitsubishi Galant 1980, orange, very good condition. 
Real cheap. Only JD 1200. 

Interested please call 829409 
Daily after 2 pm. 


GOREN BRIDGE 
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RALLY 'ROUND THE FLAG 


North-South vulnerable. North 
deals. 

NORTH 

♦ K6 

9 J852 
0AQ2 

♦ A 10 8 8 

WEST BAST 

« Void * Q J 10 2 

7Q93 f A 10 7 8 

O J 10 8 7 0 50 K 9 S 
49742 *XJ 

SOUTH 

4A987543 

7E4 

04 

♦ QS3 
The bidding: 

North Bant South W eat 

14 Obi I * 4 v 

Pm Pm 4 9 Dbi 

Pm Pw P**» 

Opening leadc Three of 1 

Don't throw in the towel when the 

going gets tough. It's time to roue, 
the Dag end lode for a any out of 
your predicament. 

South's one-epede bid over the 
. double mi exactly the same a* if 

them bad been no double and. in the 

madam style, was a one- round 
force. Vest, trading on the vulnera- 
bility, "mde a valiant effort to keep 
the enemy at bay with a full- blooded 
preempt. but South wai toogood to 
be abut out of the auction. East felt 
four spado was a bit high and ex* 


pressed that view forcibly. 

Had West led a minor suit there 
would have been no tale to tell. Un- 
fortunately, a heart lead on the auc- 
tion was most attractive. Since 
West might have been leading from 
« four-card suit. East could not ef- 
fort to insert the ten. instead rising 
with the ace and muming-tbe six of 
hearts. 

Declarer won the con t i nu a t io n 
and learned the bad news on dous- 
ing to dummy with the king of 
tzumpa. A heart was ruffed m the 
ctoxd hand and West's queen was a 
welcome sight. Surer East surely 
held both minor-suit kings, declarer 
scorned all finesses in favor of a for 
prettier line. 

Dummy was entered with the ace 
of diamonds and • dub wm discard- 
ed on the jack of hearts. South re- 
turned to hand with ■ tramp to the 
ace and then threw East on lead 
with a uump. East could take a high 
tnimp. bui then was endplsyed in 
the minor suits. A dub away from 
the king would be won in band with 
the queen: a low diamond would be 
run to the queen at declarer discard* 
ed a dub: and the king of diiuondfl 
would be raffed. Since the ace of 
clubs remained as an entry to the 
table, declarer would discard the re- 
maining chib loser on the queen of 
diamonds and the doubled game was 
home free. ** 


STUDIO FOR RENT 

Large, beautiful and nicely furnished situated on the 
large second floor’s roof of a private building located 
between 4th and 5th Circles - Jabal Amman. 
Overlooking Amman City. 

Contains 2 single beds, equipped kitchenette, bath, 
colour TV and telephone. 

Good for only a young couple. Car park available. 

If Interested, please call 671509 
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Participants in the Jordan Rally 
gear up for tough competition 



By Aleen Bannayao 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — With the Jordan 
International Rally only two 
days away, competitors, and 
organisers are now completing 
their finishing touches to their 
long and arduous preparations 
for the 981-kilometre event. 

Autosports fans are set for a 
two-day highly competitive ral- 
ly as the 46 registered entrants 
are considered the best com- 
petitors in the Middle East 
Rally Championship. 

“Participants represent the 
cream of rally competitors in 
the Middle East and Europe,” 
Derek Ledger, the director of 
the Royal Automobile Club of 
Jordan (RaCJ) told reporters. 

The 1993 Middle East cham- 
pion Sheikh Hamad A! Thani 
of Qatar is back to defend his 
t title in a Toyota Cetica GT4. 
However, he will have to sub- 
due the challenge of six-time 
former Middle East champion 
Mohammad Bin Sulayem of 
the United Arab Emirates. 

Bin Sulayem, the five-time 
Jordan Rally champion who 
last won the title in 1990, will 
be driving a UAE armed forces 
Ford Escort RS Cosworth in 
his bid for 30th international 
rally win. 

Jordanian drivers will be giv- 
ing it their best as they face 
better equipped and well- 
sponsored teams from 12 coun- 
tries. Their only advantage is a 
familiarity with the all-asphalt 
first leg which they tested in 
the national rally won by 
Bashar Bnstami in March 25. 

Jordan’s fourth placed Bus- 
tami will be in car number 19, a 
Ford Sierra Cosworth 4x4, 
with co-driver Malek Hariri. ' 

Tarek Taba’ and Al'a Had- 
dad will be driving an Afeko 
2141 S; Mahmoud Koffiok and 
Mo’nes Madam will be in a 
Renault 5 GT Turbo; Hasan 
Abu Samra and Amjad Sha- 
mail eh in a Ford Sierra Cos- 
worth while Ahmad A1 Daoud 
and Ayman AJ Hasan will be 
driving another Renault 5 GT 
Turbo. 

The rally — one of the most 
prestigious of die Kingdom’s 
sporting events — has been 
bailed as the best of the five- 
round Middle East Cham- 
pionship which also includes 
Qatar, Lebanon, Dubai and 
Oman rallies. 

RACJ is hoping that the 
event will be entered in the 
World Championship soon and 
are directing all efforts to en- 
sure that goal. 

Competition in this year’s 
rally is expected to be quite 
dose with only group A and N 
homologated cars taking part. 

Fully equipped Gulf and 
European rally crews have 
already arrived and are practis- 
ing for the 23-stage event. 

Gulf Oil team Ford two 
strong entries- in Ford Escort 
RS Cosworths: Ireland's 


Richie Holfeld and Ed Mor- 
gan, and Saudi Arabia's 
Ahmad Ai Sabban and Tom 
Steele. 

Both drivers will be compet- 
ing in the Jordan rally for the 
first time, and the asphalt 
mountain stages will be Al 
Sabban’s only second experi- 
ence in competitive tarmac 
driving. However, Al Sabban 
and Holfeld are hoping to be 
among front-runners in the ral- 
ly after a good experience in 
toe Qatar Rally earlier this 
year where Al Sabban finished 
second in group N behind 
Saudi Arabia's Abdallah 
Bakhashab. 

“We had problems with the 
suspension in Qatar, but we're 
learning aO the time about the 
Middle East conditions and the 
car should be prefect for Jor- 
dan,” says Holfeld. 

AJ Sabban adds: “I've got a 
little knowledge of tarmac 
stages from the Lebanon Rally 
last year. I enjoyed the experi- 
ence and I'm looking forward 
to being in Jordan for the first 
time.’* 

The Victory Team will be 
another contender for the title 
and a bid for the 1994 FIA 
Middle East championship. 

Their triumphant debut was 
in the Qatar International Ral- 
ly won by Sheikh SuhaS Bm 
Khalifa Al Maktoum ii. a 
Toyota GT 4. 

The team with two rally cars, 
two practice cars, three service 
vehicles and two management 
cars, will have two entries. 
They are the UAE’s Sheikh 
Suheil Bin Khalifa Al Mak- 
toum with co-driver Khatid 
Malik and Khalifa Al Mutaywi 
.with co-driver Dave Nichol- 
son. 

Team manager Terry Plant 
will be aiming to guide Toyota 
to the Middle East manufac- 
turer's title for the eighth time 
in 11 years. 

“We had a great start in 
Qatar we're determined to 
build on that performance and 
give ourselves a strong chance 
of winning the championship. 
We’ve got four, tough rallies 
ahead of us, and we're looking 
forward to die rest of the sea- 
son,” says Sheikh Suheil. 

Other top entries include 
Andreas Tsohrftas of Cyprus 
and the UK’s Graham Middle- 
ton who will be teaming with 
Jordan’s co-drivers champion 
Faisal Sa’dotm. 

Other notable entries in- 
clude two women's teams from 
Lebanon and toe United King- 
dom. 

Hanady Salloum, Lebanon’s 
sportswoman of toe year is 
teaming with Rita Za’rour in a 
Peugeot 205 Gil L9. 

Salloum has voiced hope 
that she would take part in toe 
rest of the Middle East rallies 
this season. 

The other team is that of 
•Jane Gumnngham and Pauline 


FURNISHED HOUSE FOR RENT 

Consists of 2 bedrooms, one master bedroom, study, 
living room, dining room, guest room with garage, 
garden and separate guard room. 

Location: Al Hussein Medical Centre Street. 

Please call tel. 848999 


INVITATION 

The Salt Handicraft Training Centre/ 
Noor Al Hussein Foundation invites 
you to its yearly exhibition of weavings 
and ceramics starting Wednesday, May 
11, 1994 until Friday, May 13, 1994 
from 11 a.m. — 5:00 p.m. 


ITAL1AN LANGUAGE CENTRE 
PRESENTS 

SluiwLat (rubai e 

the Iraqi Artist, In an exhibition of paintings which contains 
selected art works from his art experiment from 1960 to 1990. 
ALRUBAI’E, one of the prominent Arab artists, started his 
career of painting since the late fifties and held many 
exhibitions, and participated in many Arab and international 
exhibitions. He is also a specialised art-critic who wrote 
sixteen books devoted to the history of contemporary Iraqi 
and Arabic art. He has a full membership in national and 
international assocaitions of culture and art 
The exhibition will be opened at 7:00 p.m. Tuesday 10th of 
May 1994, at the Gallery of Italian Language Centre. 
Shmeisani. near Birds' Garden. 

The exhibition will run through 24th of May 1994. 
Daily from 9:00 to 8:00 pjm. 

TeL: 669348 


Gullick in a Mazda 323 4WD 
(see separate story). 

Gunningham had arrived in 
Amman May 3 and practised 
for three days before returning 
to the UK to take part in toe 
Plains Rally in Wales on Satur- 
day. She returned to Amman 
Sunday to complete her prac- 
tice session. 

According to the rally's first 
press bulletin issued by the 
RACJ Monday Qatar's Naser 
Al Attiya and former Jordan 
rally champion Michel Saleh 
will not start the rally. Saleh's 
■car is still in a workshop in 
Dubai. 

Similarly Italy's Franco Cor- 
radine, who led toe 22-stage 


1993 Jordan rally until the 18th 
stage before retiring with en- 
gine failure, will not start the 
rally after a dispute with his 
team. 

Tbe Jordan rally's reputa- 
tion as a highly organised, 
competitive event has attracted 
.a record number of partici- 
pants from the UAE, Qatar, 
the UK, Italy, Saudi Arabia, 
Cyprus, Lebanon, Kuwait, Ire- 
land, the Netherlands, Bel- 
gium and Oman. Foreign 
media covering tbe rally Will 
play a big role in presenting 
Jordan to toe world as the 
event will be covered on CNN, 
LBC, NBC, BBC, Eurosport, 
oud Belgian and Dutch nation- 
al televisions. 


European drivers arrive 
for Jordan Rally 


AMMAN (J.T.) — As toe 
Thursday afternoon start of toe 
1994 Jordan International Ral- 
ly neats, a host of top Euro- 
pean drivers have arrived in 
Amman to prepare for the 
second round of the FIA Mid- 
dle East Rally Championship. 

The Royal Automobile Club 
of Jordan (RACJ) is delighted 
with the response to the event 
from overseas competitors ami 
no less than a dozen European 
competitors will take their 
place in toe impressive 40-phis 
starting line-up at Amman’s 
Roman Amphitheatre on 
Thursday afternoon. 

The youngest competitor on 
the entry hst is 19-year-old 
Jane Guimingham, from toe 
west of England, tackling her 
second event in toe huddle 
East after finishing an excel- 
lent 10th overall in Qatar last 
month. Jane has ambitions to 
become a professional rally 
driver and is currently taking 

— one in Britain and mKintEe 
Middle East. 

She arrived in Amman last 
Tuesday to commence practis- 
ing toe gradling 23 special 
stages which make up this 
year’s two-day rally, but was 
forced to return to the United 
Kingdom Friday to take part in 
a forest rally m Wales. After 
trekking across Europe to tbe 
scenic Welsh coastal town of 
Aberystwyth to take part in tbe 
Plains /ally on Saturday — 
where she unfortunately re- 
tired with mechanical failure 


— Jane returned to Amman on 
Sunday evening with co-driver 
Pauline Gullick to finish her 
preparations. 

Also representing Europe is 
the top Belgian driver Freddy 
Loix, who is highly-rated in 
Europe particularly on asphalt 
surfaces. He has the full sup- 
port of Opel Team Belgium 
and drives an Astra GSi. Bel- 
gium is strongly represented on 
this occasion with Jos Boon 
driving a modified Mazda 323 
GTR entered in toe Group A 
category and Nicholas Min in a 
’showroom’ category Mitsu- 
bishi Galant VR-4. 

The official Subaru Nether- 
lands team has entered a state- 
of-the-art Legacy RS for Coen 
Vink, who is accompanied in 
Jordan by Hans Stacy in a 
Mitsubishi. 

Former British national 
champion Graham Middleton, 
who now rerides in northern 
France, drives a Toyota Cetica 
GT4 and heads a strong British 
contingent which includes 
Simon Nutter (Peugeot 205 
GTi), Ben Coles (MG Maes- 
tro), Paul Etherton (MG 
Maestro) and Dubai-based Pe- 
ter Cherry in a Mitsubishi. 

Furthermore, Cypres is rep- 
resented by the promising 
Andreas Tsouloftas, who fan- 
cies his chances against the 
Arab world’s top drivers and a 
host of Jordanian drivers, 
which includes the talented 
Bashar Bustami in a Ford Sier- 
ra RS Cosworth . 


FURNISHED FLAT FOR RENT 

A two-bedroom furnished first-floor flat with a tele- 
phone. 

Located in Um Uthaina, between 5th and 8th Circle. 
Annual rent preferably. 

if Interested telephone 641789 


yttde 


Patessrie Coffee Shop 

For Those Who Appreciate The Best Qyality, 
Ingredients And The Five Taste 

We Offer You When You Order 
Black Or White Forest Cake 
Size 30 Cm, 0 Free Size 16 Cm, 
Carrot Cake With Marzipan Or Sacher Cake 

Same Day Orders Before 2:00 P.m. 
Second Day Orders 3:00 - 8:00 P.m. 

Come In Order Or Take Away At Very Rea- 
sonable Prices. 

We Garantee You Will Come Back 

Tel. 83-80-44 

The Offer Is Valid For One Month 
Please Bring This Coupoun 
When You Order 
^ Madinah Munawara St 
* Shukri lllyan Copm. J. 

Peside Omar AFMukhtar J 
schools tli/ayl 


Cinema Tel.: 634144 Cinema 

PHILADELPHIA 


Tel.: 699238 I Cinema 


Tel.: 677420 


PLAZA 


CONCORD 



FLATUNERS 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30. 6:15. 8 JO. 10:30 

Thnrsdays, Fridays and Sundays 

Tom & Jerry at. 11 a.m. 


Michael Douglas and Sharon Stone 
In 

Basic Instinct 

Shows: 12J0, 3:15, 5:00. 6:30. 830. 10:30 


CONCORD ‘V 
Silence of the LamS>s 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30, 6:15, 8:30. 10:30 

CONCORD *2* 
Pe r fect World 

Shows: 1230. 3:30. 6:30, 8:30. 10:30 


The political comedy play 
FORBIDDEN 
FORBIDDEN 

Every night at 8:30 p.m. 


Tel.: 675571 

NabS Al Mashini Theatre 


Coming soon 

Abu Awad in: The new comedy 
play: 

“A PUNCTURED BAG” 

Directed by Ghassan Al Mashini 



The political comedy "play: 

“WHAT A PEACE!” 
(ATSalam Ya Salam) 
At: 8:30 p.m. 

For reservations please call 625155 
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Amman to seek clarifications 


(Contained from pa y 1) 

Mr. Qouriea, aware of the 
Jordanian fears, sought to dis- 
pel them by making statements 
at the time denying that the 
agreement annulled the 
Jordan-PLO economic agree- 
ment. 

“It looks like the Palesti- 
nians kept us at bay with an 
unbinding economic agree- 
ment until they went and 
strengthened their hand with 
the Israel-PLO Paris agree- 
ment,' 1 economist Fahed 

cntH 

‘They feel that they have a 
stronger bargaining position 
with this Paris agreement,” be 
said, adding that Jordan "now 
has the choice of taking it or 
leaving it.” 

Another economist, who 
asked he not be named, said 
that the PLO move to force 
Jordan's hand with the Paris 
agreement and asking Jordan 
to agree to a “compatible” 
agreement with it “is an 
attempt to force us into 
Benelux-type arrangements.” 

Benelux, a 1960 agreement 
creating economic integration 
between Belgium, the Nether- 
lands and Luxembourg, is an 
idea that was floated as an 
option for a similar arrange- 
ment between Jordan, Palesti- 
nian territories and Israel. 

“The Palestinian negotiator 
is trying to make the Jordanian 
decisionmaker consider die 
idea of economic integration 
similar to Benelux in terms of 
making the Jordan-PLO agree- 
ment compatible with the 
Israel-PLO agreement,” the 
economist said. 

“It is very dear that the 
PLO- Israel agreement should 


not be used as a pressure card 
against Jordan,” be said. 

The Lower House of Parlia- 
ment’s Finance Committee, 
apparently in response to die 
fears created by the Paris 
agreement in economic drdes 
in Jordan, has requested copies 
of both the Israel-PLO econo- 
mic agreement and die Jordan- 
PLO agreement as wefl as the 
Oslo and Cairo agreements. 

Ah Abul Ragheb, head of 
the Finance Committee, told 
the Jordan Times Monday that 
this request came to "hold the 
proper discussions with the 
government and concerned 
officials and draw a policy that 
will reflect constructively op 
the Jordanian and the Pdesti- 
nian people." 

“There is fear that the 
Jordan-PLO agreement has 
become a subsidiary agree- 
ment to the PLO-Israel agree- 
ment,” Mr. Abul Ragheb said. 
“When this appears to be die 
case, it can only draw suspicion 
and depression in economic 
circles, he added. 

Mr. Abul Ragheb agreed 
with Jordanian officials that 
“proper elaboration of what 
happened in Paris is needed.” 
Otherwise, he added, “Jor- 
dan's mixed economy can only 
suffer and this will reflect nega- 
tively on the people both 
Palestinian and Jordanian.” 

“As representatives of the 
people we cannot sit back and 
watdi,” he said, making an 
appeal that the interest of the 
people be dealt with "the high- 
est and utmost responsibility 
and patriotism.” 

"Otherwise it will reflect 
negatively on both sides,” he 
said. 


Mandela elected president 


(Continued from page 1) 

led government of national un- 
ity would devote itself to tack- 
ling widespread poverty, en- 
couraging investment and job- 
creation to begin "the awe- 
some task of reconstruction 
and development of our bat- 
tered society.” 

Meanwhile, tributes poured 
in from across the world wel- 
coming the formal proclama- 
tion of Mr. Mandela as 
president-elect of South Afri- 
ca. 

China paid unusually warm 
tribute to Mr. Mandela, saying 
his rise .to power heralded 


great prospects for bilateral 
relations. 

Hie official news agency 
Xinhua quoted a message from 
President Jiang Zemin, saying 
China felt “special joy” at Mr. 
Mandela's election. 

“Hie end of the racist rule in 
Sooth Africa has added a 
bright new chapter to the his- 
tory of Africa and the annals of 
world human civilisation," die 
message said. “Your excellen- 
cy has waged protracted and 
arduous struggles for, and 
made major contributions to, 
the realisation of racial equal- 
ity in South Africa." 


U.S. ‘fine timing’ almost over 


(Continued from page 1) 

in light of Jordan’s provision of 
an alternative to the sea- 
inspection. 

The Lower House of Parlia- 
ment Monday praised what it 
called the “belated” but “posi- 
tive” French decision, express- 
ing hope that other countries 
would follow suit, end die 
siege on the Red Sea port and 
compensate the Kingdom for 
the losses it has incurred from 
it. 

“Hie (French decision) re- 
fleet’s France’s awareness of 
the correctness of Jordan’s 
policies and the fairness of its 
demands.” 

Aqaba Deputy Abdul Karim 
Kabariti said the U.S. decision 
to end the siege on Aqaba is "a 
victory for tire justness of the 


Jordanian demand over the 
logic of power which was exer- 
cised over it.” 

Mr. Kabariti said the 
of the siege should be fol 
by more steps to improve the 
economic situation m the coun- 
try because “a stable, moder- 
ate and strong Jordan will 
strengthen the cause of stabil- 
ity in the whole region.” 

Mr. Kabariti called on the 
United States to take concrete 
steps towards realising Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton's promise to 
help write off some of Jordan’s 
foreign debts, hoping the deci- 
sion to end the sanctions would 
constitute a first step towards 
addressing the economic woes 
of the Kingdom, which, he 
said, has been in the forefront 
of forces for moderation in the 
region. 


Israelis clash with waiting crowd 


(Continued from page 1) 
said. Another three were 
wounded in dashes at Bureij 
refugee camp, witnesses said. 

The road north from the 
border was lined with Palesti- 
nians queueing for a sight of 
the vanguard of a 9,000-stroog 
force to maintain order under 
self-rule as the Israelis rede- 
ploy after 27 years of occupa- 
tion. 

PLO officials said 300 men 
would be in the first contingent 
who would move into former 
Israeli bases as the handover of 
authority got underway, 
according to the Gaza-Jericho 
self-rule accord which was 
signed last Wednesday. 

A dozen buses festooned 
with Palestinian colours were 
lined up waiting to transport 
the newcomers. 

Correspondents waiting at 
the border saw several dozen 
walkie-talkie radios carried 
through and loaded into a 
Palestinian car. 

A few hundred more police- 
men were expected to pass 
through Rafah on Wednesday, 


Palestinian officials said. 

The Palestinian police 
.opened a liaison office Monday 
inside the Israeli army’s new 
military headquarters on tire 
Gaza Strip, a PLO official said. 

The bureau would be man- 
ned 24 hours a day to try to 
settle problems as they arose 
under autonomy, the official 
said. 

The office overlooks Ganei 
Tal, a settlement in the main 
Jewish area of occupation 
which surrounds the Palesti- 
nian town of Khan Yums. The 
army shifted there from Gaza 
Qty to facilitate their mission 
to protect Israeli settlers. 

Israeli military administra- 
tion officials at Khan Yunis 
and Rafah called in local 
Palestinian dignitaries for a 
farewell ceremony on Monday. 
The PLO official said the new 
police force would soon take 
over the buildings. 

PLO leaders on the Strip 
earlier met with senior Palesti- 
nian employees of the adminis- 
tration to prepare the transfer 
of civilian authority. 


Arafat searches for cabinet 


(Coutbiued from page I) 

line Mr. Arafkt set d urin g his 
private talks with Mr. Rabin in 
Cairo last week to inform him 
on the composition of the 
PNA, a senior FLO official 
said. 

Mr. Arafat chaired several 
PLO Executive Committee 


meetings last week, the last of 
which was on Sunday, to name 
the PNA but failed to reach a 
final decision. 

He left Tunis on Sunday 
night to attend South African 
President Nelson Mandela's in- 
auguration. He is doe back on 
Wednesday. 
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PLO: Amman accord intact 


(Continued from page 1) 

The PLO-Israel economic 
agreement stated that econo- 
mic cooperation between the 
two sides "will be governed in 
various economic spheres by 
the principles of mutual re- 
spect for each other’s econo- 
mic interests, reciprocity, equi- 
ty and fairness.” 

PLO officials said the accord 
gives tire PNA the right to 
exercise its own economic deci- 
sions in accordance with its 
own priorities. At the same 
time, it recognises the Palesti- 
nians' economic ties with other 
markets, primarily Jordan. 

Mr. Huleifeh said the PNA 
would have aO powei'* and 
responsibilities in the spheit, of 
import and customs policy. 
The Palestinians will be able to 
import in quantities that would 
satisfy the Palestinian market 
needs. 

"We have extracted achieve- 
ments such as setting up of our 
own customs lists where we 
wonld independently deter- 
mine rates of customs, purch- 
ase tax, levies, excises and 
other charges, the regulation 
of licensing requirements and 
procedures and of standards,” 
be said. 

Palestinians, be said, suc- 
ceeded in getting Israel to 
agree to Palestinian imports of 
500 to 800 products primarily 
from Jordan as well as from 
other Arab and Muslim states 
despite the Arab boycott of 
Israel. 

“During tbe past three 
months in the Paris talks, we 
were negotiating with the 
Israelis on a list of products to 
import which Jordan presented 
to us, and the annexes of the 
accord indudes Jordanian affi- 
nal papers with items listed by 
Jordan,” Huleileh said. 

He said tbe value of mate- 
rials produced in Jordan, plus 
the direct processing costs, 
should not fall short of 30 per 
cent of the export value of the 
goods. 

One of the most important 
Palestinian achievements was 
in the monetary and financial 
sector, he said. 

“We have succeeded in get- 
ting Israel to accept the estab- 
lishment of a Palestinian 


monetary authority (PMA) 
which wifi have all me powers 
and responsibilities for the reg- 
ulation and implementation of 
the monetary polides,” Mir. 
Huleileh said. 

This, he said, dad not contra- 
dict tbe Jordan-PLO economic 
, accord, which stated that "die 
Central Bank of Jordan (CBJ) 
is the body authorised by both 
rides to organise the reopening 
of branches (of Jordanian 
banks dosed in 1967) and tbe 

monitoring of their activities ... 
This agreement would con- 
tinue to be valid until tbe 
Palestinian Monetary Author- 
ity is established.” 

But some PLO officials con- 
tend that following the PLO- 
Israel accord, Jordanian offi- 
cials tried to convince tire PLO 
of the disadvantages of setting 
op a Palestinian monetary au- 
thority, and instead to have tbe 
CBJ monitor and supervise 
monetary policy in the occu- 
pied territories. Some officials 
suggested joint Palestmian- 
Jordanian supervision of 
monetary policy, but PLO offi- 
cials said the fact that they 
would be able to establish their 
own central bank was an 
achievement. 

Tbe Jordan-PLO economic 
accord was signed after months 
of delay by PLO Chairman 
Yasser Arafat, which promp- 
ted His Majesty King Hussein 
to issue a last minute warning 
to the PLO to coordinate with 
the Kingdom before h was too 
late to save the PLO from 
isolating itself from the rest of 
the Arab World. The PLO, 
signed the accord after nego-‘ 
bating three dr a ft s . Some PLO 
officials charged Jordan was 
trying to “dominate” the 
Palestinian economy despite 
repeated denials by Jordanian 
officials. 

Since the PMA was to be set 
up with powers of a central 
bank, one PLO official said, 
there was need for det ailin g 
tbe economic accord with Jor- 
dan. 

Mr. Huleileh said that once 
tbe PMA is established, banks 
operating in tbe West Bank 
and Gaza Strip will have to 
obtain licences from that au- 
thority. These banks win be 


required to comply with tbe 
general rules and regulations 
of tbe PMA concerning foreign 
banks, he said. 

Some Jordanian bank bran- 
dies which were closed after 
the 1967 Arab-Israeb war have- 
already opened in the West 
Bank in line with a Jordanian- 
Israeli accord. When Jordan 
initialled the memorandum of 
understanding with Israel con- 
cerning the. reopening of bank 
branches in tbe wed Bank, the 
PLO thought Jordan neglected 
the Palestinian authority in the 
occupied territories and bypas- 
sed the PLO as the political 
power there, Palestinian offic- 
ers say. Now, Palestinians ex- 
pect Jordanian bank branches, 
c oming nmfcf Palestinian juris- 
diction, to rclicense brandies 
with the PMA and to comply 
with its regulations. 

In die PLO-Israel accord, 
Israel and the PLO would con- 
tinue to ttisenss the possibility 
of introducing mutually agreed 
Palestinian currency or tem- 
porary alternative currency 
arrangements for the Palesti- 
nian authority. 

Since the Jordan-PLO 
accord stated that tbe Jorda- 
nian dinar will continue to be 
used in Palestine until the 
Palestinian currency is issued, 
in addition to tbe utilisation of 
other international and Arab 
currencies, this should be a 
point to be discussed with Jor- 
dan, Mr. Huleileh said. 

Some Jordanian officials in- 
terpreted this article as mean- 
ing that the dinar would con- 
tinue to be the only major legal 
tender in the occupied territor- 
ies, and not to be used along- 
side the Israeli shekel, but 
PLO officials said when they 
drafted the Jordan-PLO 
accord, they considered the 
shekel as an international cur- 
rency that was widely used in 
the territories, and since their 
dealings with Israelis were in 
shekels, it was not possible to 
consider the dinar the only 
legal tender. 

“We are still not sovereign, 
and Jordan knows that quite 
well. What we achieved in die 
PLO-Israel economic accord 
were the first steps towards 
separation,” Mr. Huleileh 
said. 

A senior PLO official said 
that Jordan wanted Palesti- 


ViA-t! 

iiians to import Jordanian 
goods worth $300 million. The 
total value of our exports to 
tbe outside world, "Jordan in- 
cluded, is $350’ million anf if 
we import goods worth $300 
million from Jordan, what eco- 
nomic benefits would we reap? 
We would not be able to im- 
prove our economy nor make 
the balance.” 

Tbe current list of goods to 
be imported from Jordan, he 
said, offsets and hurts Israeli 
exports to the Palestinian mar- 
ket 

The official, who insisted on 
anonymity, said that Jordan 
and the Palestinian entity 
could work together to en- 
hance the interests of both 
sides. 

“Our work should be com- 
patible, and Jordan must deal 
with Palestinians on the basis 
of mutual respect, equity and 
in ways which would achieve 
interests of both sides,” he 
said. 

“We have started the pro- 
cess of breaking economic ties 
with Israel, and we wish to 
weave closer economic links 
with Jordan, but not on the 
basis of the interests of one 
party or tbe domination of the 
stronger economy. Instead dje 
relationship should be one f -*f 
ability,” 


compatat 


he said. 


In Tuesday's economic 
negotiations, Palestinians 
would want answers to queries 
such as: 

— Would Jordan comply 
with the FMA’s regulations 
and policies concerning 
reopening Jordanian bank 
branches in territories under 
Palestinian jurisdiction? 

— Wonld Jordan set a 
mechanism, as Israel did, to 
convert die dinar into foreign 
currency? 

— How would Jordan react 
if Palestinians decided to use 
the U.S. dollar as die legal 
tender in the Palestinian terri- 
tories? 

— If Palestinians received 
fin ancial aid in foreign curren- 
cy through Jor danian banks, 
would the Kingdom give 
Palestinians these funds in 
hand currency or convert it to 
dinars, taking into considera- 
tion that Israel accepted to 
transfer such aid in hard cur- 
rency to Palestinians? 
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Under the Patronage of H.R.H. 
Crown Prince Al-Hassan 
And Princess Sarvath 

Join 

MAP Sponsored walk 
and the Souk Sha’abi 

on Friday 13/5/1994 

" Starting point: AJ-Ahfi Club. 7 : 30 a.m. 

End point: Kheibet Abu Jaber - Al Yaaouda 
Souk Sha’abi: 1 1,00 starting at Kherbet Abu Jaber 
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The Jordanian Society for Medical 
Aid for Palestinians (MAP) j 
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call tel: Siloes 
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Alahlia-Abela, a unique 
service-oriented, customer-friendly store, 
with pleasant atmosphere and a modern 
touch that makes shopping enjoyable 

at all times. 

We Welcome You Today 
Starting from 5 pm 
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u News 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


- Iran to deport whipped U.S. woman 


TEHRAN (AFP) — An American woman whipped in Iran for 
“looking driink" in public is to be deported after all, a Tehran 
newspaper said Monday. Mary Jones, 35, was picked up two 
weeks ago in northern Tehran allegedly in a drunken state. 
She was giver: 80 lashes of the whip after being found guilty in 
a court of “promoting corruption.” Resalat daily said Ms. 
Jones, said to be from Texas, was presently being held at the 
Interior Ministry awaiting deportation. The report came after 
another daily, Kayhan, said Sunday that Ms. Jones, here since 
1983, had said she would not leave because she married in Iran 
and had Iranian citizenship. It added that the Interior Ministry 
had confirmed Ms. Jones' Iranian citizenship, “even though 
she was bom in the United States.” On Saturday. Kayhan 
charged that Ms. Jones came to Iran with “the aim of 
'»mipting the young” and accused her of promoting prostitu- 
tion. According to newspapers here, Ms. Jones had two 
children but was now divorced. She was said to be working as 
an assistant film director. 


Two wounded in Egytian gunfight 


ASSUIT (AP) — Gunmen ambushed two policemen walking 
to work in southern Egypt on Monday, and two bystanders 
were seriously wounded in an ensuing gunfight. authorities 
said. Three assailants were described as men in their early 20s 
wearing “European clothes.” They escaped on foot. The 
shootout occurred in Sidfa, the scene of previous extremist 
attacks on police and a Nile tourist boat in troubled Assuit 
provicne, Sidfa is south of the city of Assiut, the provincial 
capital, which is 300 kilometres south of Cairo. Security 
officers said the policemen returned the fire. The bystanders, 
Ernest Batarus, 48. and Fuad Zakariya, 38, were reported 
wounded as they tried to help the poiramen. The men were 
listed in critical condition at Sidfa hospital. Nobody im- 
mediately claimed responsibility for the attack. But the Assiut 
area is a centre of activity by radical groups in a violent 
campaign to replace Egypt’s largely secular government with a 
fundamentalist Islamic one. 


Oldest paved road discovered in Egypt 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — Two U.S. geologists have 
accidentally discovered a 4,600-year-old paved in Egypt, 
making it the world's oldest, U.S. newspapers said. Thomas 
Brown and James Harrell of the University of Toledo will 
report their discovery Friday at the annual meting of the 
Geological Society of America, according to the Washington 
Post, the New York Times and the Los Angeles Times. About 
12 kilometres long and two metres wide, the road linked a 
basalt quarry in the desert to waterways that carried basalt 
blocks down the Nile to sites of ancient monuments. Made of 
sandstone and limestone, the road was discovered in the 
Faiyum Depression about 72 kilometres southwest of Cairo 
while the geologists were mapping die area. Although it now 
appears to go nowhere in the desert, the road led to a quay 20 
metres above sea level on Lake Moeris, whose waters were fed 
by the Nile. Birket Qarun. another lake, is now at the bottom 
of the depression about 50 metres below sea level, an 
indication m the change of di mate conditions in the region. 


Dissidents arrested in Beijing, Shanghai 


BELTING (AFP) — Chinese police have arrested four more 
dissidents, including Zfaai Wei min, a former student leader in 
the 1989 pro-democracy movement, dissident sources said 
Monday. The arrests brought to five the number of activists 
detained in less than a month, ahead of hte fifth anniversary of 
the brutal crushing of the pro-democracy campaign at Beij- 
ing’s Tainan men Square, they said. "Zhai Weinrin was 
detained by police on April 23, and we have had no word of 
him since then,” a friend of Mr. Zhai's saod here. Mr. Zhai, 
23. had been arrested in Beijing in early March, and was then 
imprisoned in his home province of Henan, in central China. 
He had returned to the capital in late March. In Shanghai, 
Yang Zhou, spokesman of the Chinese Association for 
Human Rights, said that three local' dissidents had been 
detained last week, including a painter, Lin Muchen, who was 
about to board a plane for the United Stales. 


U.S. serial killer faces execution 


CHICAGO (R) — The boor of execution of John Wayne 
Gacy. the man_ convicted of more murders than any serial 
killer in U.S. history, drew near Monday as lawyers worked 
frantically to postpone his date with death. “I win go to my 
death knowing what I know,” said the 52-year-old Gacy in a 
sometimes cryptic telephone interview broadcast Sunday night 
by WBBM-TV in Chicago. Asked what ins final thoughts were 
in advance of his scheduled death by lethal injection at 12:01 
a.m. CDT (1:01) (0501 GMT) Tuesday, Gacy said. “Ye shall 
know the truth and the truth shall set you free. I will be at 
peace.. .if you're at peace with your God... you have nothing 
to fear but fear itself.” Gacy was convicted of killing 33 young 
men and boys in a sex and torture spree during the 1970s. Most 
erf his victims were found buried in a crawl space under his 
suburban Chicago house. Eight of them have never been 
identified. Gacy*s lawyers, who have lost appeal after appeal, 
said they planned to file another motion in federal court and 
perhaps make a last-minute plea for mercy to the U.S. 
Supreme Court. 


N. Zealand underfire over migrant 


WELLINGTON (R) — New Zealand's immigration minister 
came under heavy fire on Monday for allowing an alleged 
South African white supremacist to come and live in the 
country. Self-styled anti-racist campaigners denounced the 
minister, Roger Maxwell, after his d e p a rtment granted resi- 
dence to Jan Smith, described as an ex-leader of a white racist 
organisation called the Church of the Creator. “You are 
incompetent,” Dick Cuthbert of the protest group Stop White 
South • Africans Today (SWAT) told Mr. Maxwell in a 
television link-up. “You have not run your deportment 
properly... this man must be told by you personally he must 
leave." Prime Minister Jim Bolger waded into the con- 
troversy, telling television reporters before flying to attend 
Nelson Mandela's inauguration as South African president: “I 
don't want white supremacists coming to New Zealand.” 


Japan’s opposition close ranks 


TOKYO (AFP) — A top Japanese socialist leader said 
Monday his party team up with its long-time conservative foe, 
the Liberal Democrat Party (LDP), in fighting Japan's fragile 
coalition government.. Social Democratic Party (SDP) Chair- 
man Tomiichi Murayama said bis party had quit the ruling 
coalition because of a “high-handed nature” which empha- 
sised its numerical strength. He also told a meeting with 
provincial SDP officials: “We'Jl have no choice but to work in 
flexible cooperation (with the LDP) to carry through our 
political strategy.” The SDP left the coalition when a rival 
political bloc, dominated by the Japan Renewal Party of Prime 
Minister Tsutomu Hata. was created following his election as 
prime minister last month. The SDP’s pullout has resulted in 
Japan's first minority government in 39 years. 


Elderly woman killed in N. Ireland attack 


BELFAST (R) — An elderly Catholic woman was shot dead 
by suspected Protestant guerrillas at her house in an isolated 
rural area of Northern Ireland, police said on Monday. A 
police spokesman said Roseanne Mallon, 76, was killed on 
Sunday night when shots were fired through a window of the 
house near the town of Dungannon, about 60 kilometres west 
■of Belfast. Mallon was watching television with her 60-year- 
old sister-in-law when the attack took place. The sister-in-law 
■ was not wounded but was reported to be suffering from severe 
shock. A police spokesman said three men were arrested and 
were being questioned about the; murder which police suspect 
was carried out by Protestant gunmen. A senior police officer 
described the attack as "a foul sectarian murder. 
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Political crisis hits Lebanese government 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — Leba- 
non faced a political crisis on 
Monday as Prime Minister 
Rafik Hariri sulked at home 
after his attempts to broaden 
the Christian membership in 
his cabinet were thwarted. 

He has decided to boycott 
government meetings and 
ordered the postponement of 
Wednesday's weekly cabinet 
session after plans for a reshuf- 
fle to include more Christian 
figures were opposed by presi- 
dent Elias Hrawi, himself a 
Christian, and Parliament 
Speaker Nabib Beni, a Shiite 
Muslim. 

Visits by all three to Damas- 
cus, the key power broker in 
Lebanon, failed to end the 
dispute. 

A source close to Mr. Hariri, 
who i&a Sunni Muslim, howev- 
er, said he was not resigning 
while the press here warned 
that if he should step down 
Lebanon's credibility and post- 
war economic revival could be 
jeopardised. 

The billionaire prime minis- 
ter’s appointment in October 
1992 and his plans for an ambi- 
tious $10-to-$12 billion to re- 
build war-shattered Lebanon 
have been a key element in 
renewing Western and Arab 
confidence and investment in 
Lebanon. 

But his 30-member Syrian- 
backed government, made up 
equally of Christian and Mus- 
lim ministers, has failed to 
enjoy the trust of many 
Lebanese political and reli- 
gious leaders. 

The situation has been ex- 
acerbated with the recent 
arrests of dozens of former 
Christian mflfttamen, including 



Hfas Hrawi 


Rafik Hariri 


NabOx Beni 


former warlord Samir Geagea, 
in connection with a February 
church bombing and a 1991 
political killing. 

Informed sources said the 
reshuffle proposed by Mr. 
Hariri would add four minis- 
ters to his cabinet and would 
- include Christian opposition fi- 
gures in a bid to give the 
government more credibility. 

It would indude representa- 
tives of the main right-wing 
Christian party, the Falange, 
as well as the National Bloc 
which is led by Raymond 
Edde, a former cabinet minis- 
ter who went into self-exile in 
France 18 years ago. 

A number of veteran Christ- 
ian politicians — such as Leba- 
non's former envoy to the Un- 
ited Nations Ghassan Tueni 
and former Ambassador to 
Washington Nasob Lahud — 
could be brought into a mod- 
ified cabinet, the sources said. 

Farak Abillama, a supporter 
of exiled rebel General Michel 


Aoun, also could be consi- 
dered for a portfolio, the 
sources added. 

The Christians, who consid- 
er themselves the losers of the 
1975-1990 dvfl war, boycotted 
1992 parliamentary elections 
and the community has been 
weakened by the voluntary im- 
migration of thousands of its 
sons. 

The reshuffle would “con- 
solidate the domestic front at a 
time when Lebanon is con- 
fronted by delicate develop- 
ments at home and regional- 
ly,” one source said. 

“It would also put an end to 
interference by private parties 
who are blocking the work of 
the executive branch, namely 
its efforts to carry out adminis- 
trative reform,” the source 
added. 

But Mr. Hrawi and Mr.Berri 
are opposed to the changes 
prop osed by Mr. Hariri. 

Mr. Beni wants the finance 
ministry, which is controlled by 


a Sunni ally of Mr. Hariri, 
handed over to a Shiite whom 
he would choose. Mr. Hrawi 
meanwhile wants his own 
Christian allies brought into 
the cabinet. 

Last August Mr. Hariri 
threatened to step down citing 
resistance among the cabinet 
to his post-war reconstruction 
policies. 

Detractors of the prime 
minister have frequently ac- 
cused him of preferring busi- 
ness to politics and giving 
priority to reconstruction pro- 
jects before social issues. 

Intervention by Syria, which 
deploys some 35,000 troops in 
Lebanon, contained the sum- 
mer crisis and observers here 
expect Damascus to step in one 
more time to find a solution to 
the latest confrontation here. 

“We understand Mr. Harir- 
i’s desire to reinforce Christian 
representation (in die cabinet). 
It shows he is sensitive to 
popular demands.” the re- 


spected AJ-Nahar newspaper 
wrote on Monday. 

But it urged Mr. Hariri to 
outline bis position publicly 
rather than in Damascus, 
where he reportedly held con- 
sultations with Syrian officials 
overnight Saturday. 

“I am ready to resign, I tniss 
my children,” the left-wing 
daily Al Safir quoted Mr. 
Hariri as telling mediators. 

Mr. Hariri held talks with 
Mr. Hrawi Saturday and then 
visited Damascus to discuss de- 
tails of the reshuffle with Sy- 
rian Vice-President Abdul 
Halim Khaddam, officials said. 

He went on strike when he 
found on his return that Mr. 
Hrawi and Mr. Bern were 
blocking his suggestions. 

The sources said several 
ministers were mediating be- 
tween the two leaders. 


Mr. Hariri said through a 
senior aide Sunday he would 
be staying at his posh residence 
in Beirut's Koreitem neigh- 
bourhood pending a settlement 
of the dispute. 

“He's staying at home until 
further notice. He has cancel- 
led ail official appointments 
and the regular weekly cabinet 
meeting on Wednesday. He is 
in no mood for compromise,” 
said tiie aide, who spoke on 
condition of anonymity. 


Soon after Mr. Hariri's 
announcement, streams of 
well-wishers and would-be 
mediators from within and 
without government converged 
on his residence to try to talk 
him out of his decision. 

Mr. Hariri also cancelled a 
planned televised news confer- 
ence Sunday night. 


Arafat aide allowed 
home; hut family 
members denied entry 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — The man ex- 
pected to take charge of Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) Chairman Yasser Ara- 
fat's office in autonomous 
Jericho crossed the King Hus- 
sein Bridge to the West Bank 
on Monday. 

Najft Ahmad, whose name 
was in a list of 15 Palestinian 
expellees allowed to return 
home by the Israelis last week, 
had held back his departure to 
gather iris family members,' 
eight sons and a daughter, to 
travel with him into me West 
Bank. 

On Monday, the occupation 
authorities allowed Mr. 
Ahmad to enter, but refused to 
permit others to accompany 
him, PLO officials said. 

After some arguments and 
negotiations, the Israeli border 
officials gave a one-month en- 
try permit to Mr. Ahmad’s 
daughter, Daniya, they said. 
Mr. Ahmad had bis permanent 
residency papers in the occu- 
pied territories renewed, they 
said. 

Abdul Aziz Duweiri, Mr. 
Ahmad's son-in-law, was 
quoted as saying that the per- 
mission of his wife was given 
on “humanitarian grounds*' 
because Mr. Ahmad, 72, 
“needed someone to look after 
him.” 

All others in the 22-member 
group, including Azzam 
Ahmad, Mr. Ahmad’s son who 
is the PLO representative in 
Baghdad, returned to Amman. 
Contacts were under way with 
tiie PLO leadership in Tunis to 
sort out the matter, the offi- 
cials said. 

Other members of the 
Ahmad family are also promin- 
ent members and activists in 


the PLO. 

It was not immediately clear 
why the occupation authorities 
denied permission to the fami- 
ly. Some reports said they cited 
the absence of a “family reuni- 
fication” document as the 
reason while others said the 
Israeli version of permits for 
Palestinian expellees only ap- 
plied to the person directly 
concerned and dependents 
under tiie age of 21. 

It would mean separate ap- 
plications for every member of 
the family over 21. 

Mr. Ahmad, a native of the 
West Bank town of Jenin, was 
expelled in 1969, two years 
after Israel seized the territory 


m war. 


Mr. Ahmad has been the 
head of Mr. Arafat’s Amman 
office for more than 14 years. 
He is a member of the Pales- 
tine National Council and the 
Palestine Central Council. 

He served in tiie Jordanian 
parliament for four consecu- 
tive terms in the 50s and 60s. 

Before he left Jordan, Mr. 
Ahmad told reporters that he 
would continue to serve as bead 
of Mr. Arafat’s office in 
Jericho, where the PLO chair- 
man is expected to set up 
headquarters to run Palesti- 
nian autonomy in the West 
Bank town as well as the Ga 2 a 
Strip. 

Since the beginning of the 
Middle East peace process in 
1991, Israel has allowed the 
return home of nearly 150 
Palestinians it expelled from 
the occupied territories since 
1967. 

In addition, another 30 
Palestinians who fled the occu- 
pied territories to evade arrest 
after the intifada began in De- 
cember 1987 have also been 
allowed to return home. 


‘Fighting 
in Iraqi 
Kurdistan 


kill 2,800’ 


TEHRAN (AFP) — At least 
2,800 people have died in 
heavy fighting between rival 
Kurdish groups in northern 
Iraq, the official Iranian news 
agency IRNA said Monday. 

ERNA, quoting Kurdish offi- 
cials, said an all-out battle had 
broken out Saturday between 
three factions in Kurdish- 
controlled northern Iraq, fol- 
lowing two weeks of sporadic 
dashes. 

There was no immediate 
confirmation of the report. 

The fighting continued Mon- 
day in several areas despite an 
agreement signed by the two 
most powerful factions, the 
Patriotic Union of Kurdistan 
(PUK) and Kurdish Democra- 
tic Party (KDP), IRNA said, 
quoting KDP officials. Some 
800 civilians, inducting women 
and children, were among 
those killed in the fighting, 
which had caused millions of 
dollars worth of damage to 
public facilities, it said. 

The regions of Suleyma- 
niyeh and Rawandiz, dose to 
the Iranian border, appear to 
have been the worst affected. 

A source in Iranian Kurdis- 
tan told AFP that the pro- 
Iranian Kurdistan Islamic 
League (KIL) had formed an 
alliance with the KDP against 
the PUK, which roles Iraqi 
Kurdistan in tandem with the 
KDP in defiance of Baghdad. 

However, a KDP offidal in 
Tehran contacted by AFP de- 
nied any alliance with the KIL 
against the PUK of Jalal Tala- 
bani. 

Another KDP source, 
quoted by IRNA. charged 
Sunday that the fighting had 
been initiated by the PUK to 
“disrupt parliamentary elec- 
tions,” planned for mid-May. 


Hamas leader opposes 
shedding ‘innocent blood’ 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agendes) — The leader of 
tiie main Palestinian groiup 
opposing the Israel-Palestine 
Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) accord has said he 
opposed attacking Israeli inno- 
cents and any violence against 
the PLO, according to an 
Israeli lawmaker who visited 
him in prison. 

Sheikh Ahmad Yassin, the 
ailing leader of Hamas, said 
“as Tong there is occupation, 
(Hamas) has a right to oppose 
it, but that does not include 
shedding innocent blood,” 
Taleb Al Sana told Israel army 
radio. 

Asked what be meant by 
innocents, Mr. Sana quoted 
Sheikh Yassin as saying, 
“opposing the occupier is 
legitimate, the soldiers who 
carry out the occupation.” 

That would appear to count 
out operations like two April 
suicide bomb attacks which left 
13 Israelis dead, mostly rivi- 
lians. 

The Hamas is opposed to the 
PLO-Israel accord introdudng 
limited Palestinian self-rule in 
the Gaza Strip and the West 
Bank town of Jericho, but has 
hinted it will cooperate with 
the PLO once the autonomy is 
in place. 

Mr. Sana, who represents 
the Arab Democratic Party in 
the Israeli parliament, said Mr. 
Sana would function as a non- 
violent opposition to the PLO 
in the autonomy. 

“The Hamas express its 
opposition in a civilised way, 
just like there is an opposition 
in Israel,” Mr. Sana said. 

Hamas spokesman have said 
they oppose the peace agreement 
because it leaves out issues ike 
the rest of the West Bank and 
Jerusalem. Bat they have, at 
other times, said that they will 
settle for nothing less than the 
destruction of Israel. 

Mr. Sana also said the 
sheikh refuses to call upon his 


supporters to give up the 
armed struggle against Israel in 
return for his release from pris- 
on. 

The sheikh said Hamas 
would “not use force against 
the PLO” to block imple- 
mentation of the accord,” Mr. 
Sana said. 

The sheikh said he wanted 
“a just peace between Israel 
. and the Palestinians, including 
the right of return (of Palesti- 
nian refugees), the dismantling 
of all Jewish settlements and a 
solution to Jerusalem.” 

Before meeting the sheikh 
on Sunday. Mr. Sana held talks 
with Foreign Minister Shimon 
Peres, who proposed freeing 
the Hamas founder on condi- 
tion that he called on his group 
to “halt terrorist acts.” 

Mr. Sana said Sheikh Yas- 
sin's health was deteriorating 
and called on the Israeli gov- 
ernment to free him. 

“His hands and feet are pa- 
ralysed and he has defective 
sight and hearing,” Mr. Sana 
said, adding that his release 
would have “a positive impact 
on the peace process." 

Military officials quoted by 
an Israeli newspaper said Mon- 
day that one in every five 
Palestinian detainees refused 
to renounce violence in ex- 
change for freedom. 

. Israeli authorities insist that 
every prisoner due to be re- 
leased under the self-rule deal 
must “pledge to refrain from 
any acts of terrorism or vio- 
lence,” Maariv noted. 

On Friday, Israel announced 
it was suspending the release of 
Palestinian prisoners until 
further notice. More than 
1,000 out of 2,500 due to be 
released were freed last week. 

Under the accord for the 
launch of self-rule signed in 
Cairo last Wednesday, 5,GG0 
Palestinian prisoners are to be 
released within five weeks of 
the signing, out of some 10,000 
held by Israel. 


Security court prosecutor turns down ‘Afghan’ group hold-up case 


By a Jordan Tunes Staff 
Reporter 

AMMAN — The prosecutor- 
general of the State Security 
Court has turned down a case 
involving seven suspects in a 
series of hold-ups after finding 
that the crimes involved were 
not under the jurisdiction of 
the State Security Court, 
sources said Monday. The case 
is expected to be tried in a 
regular criminal court. 

The sources confirmed re- 
ports in the local press which 
identified the seven as mem- 
bers of the so-called Jordanian 
Afghan group, comprising of 
some Jordanians who fought 
alongside the Mujahedeen in 
Afghanistan against the Soviet 
intervention in the country 
which ended in 1990. 

They said the State Security 
Court decided that although 
evidence and statements by the 
seven showed reasonable 
grounds for a case against 
them , the crimes were not of a‘ 
nature that would be tried by 
the State Security Court, 
which, by definition, is a spe- 
cial court which handies capital 


offenses. 

According to a published 
account, the prosecutor gener- 
al found that the facts in the 
case did not substantiate the 
first charge against the seven 
— “plotting to commit terror- 
ist acts” — but only showed 
“crimes conducted with the in- 
tent to get financial gains,” and 
hence the decision to turn it 
down with a recommendation 
that the case be tried by the 
concerned court. 

The seven suspects are not 
linked with 35 others who re- 
main in detention pending trial 
on terrorism and subversion 
charges following a series of 
bombings and bombing 
attempts in Amman and Zarqa 
early this year, the sources 
said. ■ 

The sources confirmed an 


account of the cases involving 
the seven carried m the Al Ra’i 


Arabic-language newspaper. A 
summary of the case, as Al Rai 
reported citing official papers, 
runs as widen 
Two of the suspects, one 33 
and the other 37, went to 
Afghanistan in 1989 and got 
trained in use of weapons. 


They also fought for a short 
spell with the Afghan resist- 
ance groups before returning 
home in 1990 following the end 
of die Soviet intervention in 
Afghanistan. 

Sometime m 1993, the two 
met and derided to set up a 
religions organisation against 
what they saw as violations of 
Islamic teachings. They 
-wanted to brand tiie regime 
“un-Islamic” and their ulti- 
mate objective was to set up an 
Islamic state in Jordan. 

They planned to include in 
their campaign assassination of 
important people, both civilian 
and military, economists, scho- 
lars and intellectuals, bombing 
the Parliament building, “be- 
cause it is the place where laws 
contrary to the Holy Koran are 
endorsed,” and attacks on 
cinema houses and liquor 
stores. 

Women who do not wear the 
hijab were “un-Islamic” and 
could be considered as “spoils 
of war," just as money robbed 
from non-Muslims since they 
do not pay jizya (tax), accord- 
ing to a “fatwa” issued by the 
second suspect. 


Subsequently, a third sus- 
pect, a 27-year-old, was en- 
listed by the two. 

In mid-November, the 37- 
year-old suspect went to Saudi 
Arabia, but was arrested there. 
The report did not make dear 
why he was detained. 

In the meantime, the other 
two plotted to cany out rob- 
beries and holdups to finance 
the organisation and also to 
attack police patrols to secure 
weapons. Among the targets 
were an Arab Bank branch in 
Umm Al Summak and a jewel- 
ry store in Fuheis. 

They bought a gun and tear- 
gas cannisters for JD 400, Be- 
tween Dec. 17 and Feb. 2, 
when they were arrested by the 
crime investigation depart- 
ment. they held up a supermar- 
ket in Shmeisani and a grocery 
in Jabal Hussein. 

The supermarket yielded JD 
23 and the grocery JD J2. 

In both hold-ups they used 
tear-gas to flee the scene. 

On Dec. 19, the two also 
robbed a taxidriver of JD 8 at 
gunpoint after taking the taxi 
to an isolated area in Tabar- 
bour in Amman's suburbs and 


fled with the vehicle. But when 
they tried to repeat the modus 
operandi with another taxi on 
Jan. 1, they were thwarted by 
the alert driver, who escaped 
from tiie car with his keys 
despite being hit and raised 
help. 

The two managed to flee the 
scene after opening fire and 
wounding one man who tried 
to stop them. 

A short while later, the sus- 
pect detained in Saudi Arabia 
was released and he returned 
to Jordan. The trio decided to 
expand their operations by en- 
listing others. 

Four others were recruited. 

On Feb. 2, the gang rented a 
car to cany out another rob- 
bery with the participation of 
two of the new recruits, but the 
key members were arrested in 
the car along with the gun, 
tear-gas cannisters and metal 
instruments, presumably to be 
used in attacks. 

Subsequently, all the seven 
were detained. During inter- 
rogation, they confessed to the 
crimes and revealed the details 
of how each hold-up was con- 
ducted. 



Clintons learn 



NEW YORK (R) — President 
Bill Clinton's aides said his 
legal bills total between 
$250,000 and $500,000, accord- 
ing to Time magazine. The 
latest issue of the weekly news- 
magazine reported the Clin- 
tons, who have been em- 
ploying lawyer David Kendall 
for about four months to work 
on the Whitewater affair, can 
expect to see their legal bills go 
higher after hiring lawyer 
Robert Bennett to defend the 
president against sexual 
harassment charges. Time said 
the first couple's worth was 
estimated to be just under $1 
million. Aides told the maga- 
zine the Clinton's have not 
authorised anyone to start rais- 
ing funds privately to pay for 
their mounting legal bills. . 

2 Vietnamese held 
on ‘slavery’ charge 


WELLINGTON (R) — New 
Zealand police said Monday 
they had arrested two Viet- 
namese men on charges of 
keeping Thai women as slaves 
in brothels and massage par- 
lours. Detective Senior 
Sergeant Phil Jones said the 
arrests following police ques- 
tioning of 18 Thai women and 
three Vietnamese men after 
raids in the northern city of 
Auckland. “We arrested one 
Thai woman for soliciting. We 
arrested two Vietnamese men 
for slavery and brothel- 
keeping, and one Vietnamese 
man for just brothel-keeping,” 
be said. SgL Jones said slavery 
was defined as selling, barter- 
ing, letting or hiring another 
person, and carried a possible 
jail term of 14 years. He said 
by telephone from Auckland 
the raids followed a complaint 
by a Thai woman who said she 
had been kept as a slave but 
escaped. Two of the other Thai 
women questioned had made 
similar allegations. One of the 
two premises raided had a 
number of hidden rooms be- 
hind false walls, Sgt. Jones , 
said. He d echoed to give de- 
tails of the circumstances in 
which the women were held. 
The Vietnamese men were 
being held at an Auckland 
prison. They appeared briefly 
in court al the weekend and 
were due to appear again Tues- 
day. 
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reaches 
peak of Everest 


OSLO (R) — Norwegian ex- 
plorer Erling Kagge completed 
a unique triple Monday by 
reaching the top of Mount 
Everest, the world's highest 
peak, after walking to both the 
North and South Poles. “He 
was totally exhausted but very 
happy, and cried a little ” said 
Mr. Kagge’s spokesman, Hans 
Christian Erlandsen, after 
Kagge radioed from the 8,848 
metre (29,028 feet) summit 
which he reached m a New 
Zealand-led guided expedi- 
tion. Mr. Kagge, a 31-year-old 
■awy er from Oslo, became the 
first person to walk alone on ^ 
skis to the South Pole last year™ 
without outside help and skied 
with fellow Norwegian Boerge 
Onsland to the North Pole m 
1990. He rated the top of 
Everest as a third “pde v ’ — 
the most extreme point on tiie 
world's surface alongside the 
North and South Poles. “He's 
the only person who's walked 
to all three,” Mr. Erlandsen 
Jew Zealander Sir 
Edmund Hillary, who was first 
of Everest in 

only other person we know of 
who has even been to both 

top of Everest ” 
Mr. Erlandsen said. Mr. Kame 
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